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The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, May 16, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by President Mike Garrey at 6:30p.m. Members present at roll call were Cara Luke, Lynn Froke, Marlene Elko and Brenda Haviland. Donnie Boll, Mike Beaner and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Allen Schmeichel was also present.  
Motion by Elko seconded by Haviland to approve and adopt the agenda. Motion carried. The April 18, 2016 minutes were reviewed. On a motion by Elko seconded by Haviland the minutes were approved. Motion carried.
Gas employees reported. Boll indicated that his gas training has been completed and he is fully operator qualified. Mike Beaner has started his training and will continue to work toward qualification as well. The annual natural gas audit was held on May 13th. The audit turned up a couple small issues which expect to be fixed within the next couple weeks. The Q3 contract was reviewed in order to double check responsibilities. There have been a lot of locates come through the system with the new pipeline work in progress. Gas employees will be present when the pipeline crosses the Humboldt’s gas lines. The board also readdressed the gas main extension. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 
The SD public awareness program requires the HMGU to distribute public awareness brochures twice a year. When mailing the brochures, a copy of packets stamped and mailed should be kept on file to verify their distribution. The brochures will be going out at the end of May along with a short survey to be completed and returned to the finance office.  A winner will be drawn from the surveys returned to receive the grand prize of a gas grill. In addition to sending out the brochures, Boll will be giving a public awareness speech to a class at West Central Elementary and handing out public awareness wristbands. 
Past due and delinquent utility accounts were reviewed. A good job has been done on accounts receivable. Employees were encouraged to keep up with the diligence. Natural gas loss is down exponentially. 
After short discussion on proper compensation for after-hours natural gas responses, a motion was made by Froke and seconded by Luke to approve all claims and payroll including the compensation of time and a half pay plus mileage for after-hour responses. Motion carried. 
Elko will verify the attendance of Centerpoint representative, Brian Charlton, at the natural gas meeting in June. Charlton will answer all board questions, define the specifics of what Centerpoint does for Humboldt and  future business dynamics.
The gas board held their annual election of officers. Through secret ballot, Brenda Haviland was voted Board President and Lynn Froke was voted Vice President. 
Mike Garrey added some final comments to the board stating his agreed upon term was up and he was no longer able to serve on the gas board. Additionally, the board has the tools they need to keep up with the job well done. The board should avoid over complicating natural gas issues and advise and report to the town board going forward. The natural gas board is headed in the right direction and Garrey feels good about the duties they provide. 
Next HNGB regular monthly meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 20, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
With no further business, motion by Froke seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 7:16pm. Motion carried. 
ATTEST:	Amanda Siemonsma
	Finance Officer

