Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes

The Humboldt natural gas board met in regular session on Monday, September 19, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall. The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:30 PM.  Members present at roll call were Marlene Elko, Lynn Froke and Brenda Haviland. Donnie Boll, Mike Beaner and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Cara Luke was absent with cause. 

Motion by Froke second by Elko to adopt the agenda.  Motion carried.  The August 15, 2016 minutes were reviewed.  On a motion by Elko seconded by Froke the minutes were approved.  Motion carried. 

Gas employees reported.  Many locates have been completed due to the sewer project. Couple line hits were reviewed and were repaired by Q3 Contracting within a timely manner.  Both hits were not due to lack of locates nor will incur any expense to Humboldt. Beaner will start completing natural gas tests and certifications. Automatic readers were presented to the board. The board would like o review the expense and see if new readers will fit into the budget in the future. Boll presented estimated costs to extend the natural gas line to Friendly’s and Big J’s. Boll and Beaner will gather more information and contact both companies about their interest in converting to natural gas. If the companies are interested, the board would be willing to split some costs. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 

Elko contacted Centerpoint and obtained past billing numbers. The board reviewed these rates for the past 2 years for the same time period.  Based on this information, a motion was made by Froke and seconded by Elko to lock in 70% of gas usage from October 2016 through March 2017. Motion carried. 

The loss report was reviewed. There is some gas loss recorded based on the number of therms billed out compared to the number of therms billed to Humboldt. The couple hits contributed to some gas loss but not enough gas would have been lost to make up the loss report. Siemonsma was directed to pull the last couple years to compare. The information will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Past due and delinquent utility accounts were reviewed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The bills, financials and payroll were reviewed. Motion by Froke to approve all claims. Second by Elko.  Motion carried.  

The board reviewed and trained on the Natural Gas Emergency Plan. The board will continue to review and finalize the emergency plan at the October meeting. Training continues on how rates are calculated for monthly billings.   The board will continue to conduct monthly internal audits of random customer accounts.  

The next HNGB regular monthly meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 17, 2016 at 6:30pm.

With no further business, a motion was made by Froke seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 PM. Motion carried.

ATTEST:	 Amanda Siemonsma
		Finance Officer                                                 
