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Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, October 16, 2017 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by Brenda Haviland at 6:30 PM.  Members present were Lynn Froke, Mike Beaner, and Marlene Elko.  Donnie Boll was present for city personnel.  Others present were Keith Bobzien, Adam Lund, Erin Konechne and Fred Konechne.  Sam Eastlick and Laura Schultz were absent with cause.  

Motion by Beaner seconded by Froke to approve the agenda.  All aye, motion carried.

The September 18, 2017 minutes were reviewed.  Typographical error was noted.  Elko requested the Mike Beaner and Donnie Boll's name be included under CenterPoint Contract meeting with Northern Natural Gas.  Motion by Elko seconded by Froke to approve the corrected minutes.  Beaner abstained, motion carried.

Keith Bobzien came before the Board to address concerns and a satisfactory resolution for access to his fenced property when conducting Natural Gas safety checks and to read meters.  He noted that he was not comfortable leaving his gate unlocked due to safety concerns if neighborhood children entered his property when his family was not home.  Mutual agreement was reached that the utility manager would conduct the safety inspection on the 3rd Monday each month because he is at home every Monday.  He agreed to send a photo picture of his meter readings on the 25th day  every month.  He also agreed that he would be charged the $50 no access fee every time the utility manager is unable to access the property as agreed upon.  Mr. Bobzien agreed he would contact City Hall in advance if he was not going to be available for the safety check.

Estimates for no access:  Considerable discussion occurred on developing a policy on the amount to bill when the property is not accessible.  An average of the last 3 month usage will be used for future billings.  Beaner will be responsible for determining that amount every month when actual readings cannot be obtained.

Resolution 14-11-24 Use Assumed Fee:  Considerable discussion occurred regarding Resolution 14 –11-24.  Confusion  exist on the intent of the  monthly $20 Natural Gas fee.  The Humboldt Ordinance reads that it is a "Use Assumed" fee, the monthly billing indicates "meter fee" as does the Resolution.  Motion by Elko that in order to avoid confusion and offer clarity, to use the term "basic service".  A resolution will also need to be drafted and published to change the term. Motion seconded by Froke.  All aye, motion carried. 

Gas employee report: The Golden West EFV has been installed since the last meeting. Terry Hanson indicated that it would not be cost-effective to purchase a cathodic meter. Boll is waiting for a call back from Terry Hanson on when he will be able to install the 4" shut off valve at the district.  The permit  has been approved from the state of South Dakota for installation of the service line for Big J's. Th State does not allow caddy corner boring at the intersection of 38 and Stofferahn Street. We will need to bore across 38 and then again at Stofferahn Sreet. Boll will be working in Garretson to help install a service line later this week. Garretson has acquired a machine to knife in the service line which may reduce the cost of the installation for Big J's.  Beaner was asked to try finish his training and get OQ’d by the end of the month.



Public Awareness:  Froke reviewed the public awareness brochure and the only changes that are necessary are the phone numbers.  Once the dedicated natural gas cell phone number is obtained the brochure is ready for printing.

Discussion occurred regarding a natural gas welcome package for new individuals moving into the community. The board will look into putting a package together.

Tim Tooley:  The certified letter was sent to Mr. Tooley regarding his outstanding bill.  Payment was received for the months of August, September, and October.

New Service:  Haviland will be working to finalize the cost for Big J's service and will be meeting with them on Friday. They will need to sign the service agreement and pay their  amount owed prior to installation. 

NG cell phone:  A dedicated cell phone for natural gas would cost an estimated $40 per month plus the cost of a smart phone. Konechne offered that Minnehaha County IT Department may have an excess phone they could donate.  Haviland  will contact Minnehaha County  to check availability.  Phone would be used to conduct Natural Gas business and not used to send personal emails or used for other personal use.  Motion by Froke seconded by Beaner to obtain cell phone line dedicated to Natural Gas and to purchase cell phone if necessary.  All aye, motion carried.  This phone number is to be added to the Public Awareness Brochure as Boll’s personal cell phone number is currently listed.

NG dedicated email address:  A dedicated NG email address cost is five dollars per month. The email address would be naturalgas@humboldtsd.com.  All messages sent to this email address would be auto forwarded to the natural gas board. This has been an issue because the Board has not been receiving important email messages.  Beaner would be the responsible person for this email address.  Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to obtain a dedicated email address. All aye, motion carried.

NG loss report and history:    The gas billed versus CenterPoint billing report from December 27, 2016 through September 26, 2017 reflected a positive 68 billed therms for this period.  The board will continue to review monthly.  

Utility Account:  Monthly past due accounts and disconnect list  were reviewed.  Haviland ordered the no access stamp and it will be used with the next billing.  The late fee report was also reviewed.


Bills/financials/payroll:  The bills, financials and payroll were reviewed. Update CenterPoint to reflect actual cost not credit.  GTS double payment issue was resolved with a credit reflected on the current bill.  NG Board Member bond paperwork for Beaner and Eastlick is complete and ready for signature.  Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to approve amended financials and claims.  All aye, motion carried.

Board Training:  Board Training was conducted on the August 25, 2017 SDPUC Audit and  report.  Boll and Beaner explained the field inspection portion of the audit.  Boll and Beaner were recognized for the outstanding PUC audit.  

Internal Audit:  An internal audit of the meter read books was conducted.

With no further business a motion was made by Froke seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 PM. All aye, motion carried.

AtTTEST:  Marlene Elko, Board Member




