
Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes

The Humboldt natural gas board met in regular session on Thursday, January 19, 2017 at Humboldt City Hall which was postponed from January 16, 2017.  The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:30 PM. Members present at roll call were Marlene Elko and Cara Luke.  Mike Beaner was present for city personnel. Amanda Siemonsma  and Donnie Boll were absent with cause.  Lynn Froke arrived at 6:34 PM.

Motion by Elko second by Luke to adopt the agenda. Motion carried. The December 19, 2016 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Froke to approve the minutes. Motion seconded by Elko. Motion carried.

Gas employee reported.  Beaner indicated he is continuing his testing to become operator qualified completing 18 of the 24 sections.  No additional information was available on line extension. Haviland will contact BJ's to find out their plan and update board at February's meeting.  NG employees read all the meters every month, each doing half of them. They were requested to alternate the meters they read every other month.  

CenterPoint representative for Humboldt, Brian Charlton, conference called into the meeting.  CenterPoint confirmed, via telephone conversation with Elko, that they use the digital meter for billing purposes.  Considerable discussion occurred regarding historical usages,  billing dates, and meter reads. CenterPoint provided the board with monthly audit trail reports for 2016.  Charlton discussed how  CenterPoint converts MCF to BTUs and the conversion factor used each month. This conversion factor is provided to them by Northern Natural Gas.  Carlton will contact the previous Humboldt Centerpoint representative to pull additional reports that had been previously provided to the board.   Effective with the January billing, the monthly audit report will be included.  Brian was instructed to include Haviland's email address when they are transmitted.

Elko provided the Board with a recap of the monthly meter readings from the sub station,  comparing what was billed, the conversion factor, with the therms that CenterPoint billed.  

Discussion occurred regarding changing the monthly residential meter readings to occur at the end of the month to correspond with the monthly billing.  Action was tabled and will be added as an agenda item for the February meeting.  

Finance Officer is requested to provide the board with a listing of every Humboldt billing account including addresses if possible.  

The South Dakota PUC drug and alcohol inspection and required employee training has been successfully completed.  The board will discuss the PUC audit items for 2017 at the February board meeting.

Past due and delinquent utility accounts were reviewed. 

The bills,  financials and payroll were reviewed.   Motion made by Froke to approve all claims was seconded by Elko.  Motion approved.  

The next HNGB regular monthly meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 20, 2017 at 6:30 PM.

With no further business, a motion was made by Elko seconded by Luke to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM. Motion carried.

ATTEST:   Marlene Elko, Board Member







 


         


