
                                            Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes

Humboldt natural gas board met in regular session on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at Humboldt City Hall. The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:32 PM.  Members present were Lynn Froke, Marlene Elko and Cara Luke. Donnie Boll and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Others present were Allen Schmeichel, Heather VanZee, Mike Garrey, Theresa Muth and Mike Beaner. 

Motion by Elko seconded by Froke to amend the agenda and move the Homeowner Utilities.   Motion carried. Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to approve and adopt the agenda. Motion carried. 

The March 21, 2017 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to approve the minutes.  Motion carried. The April 1, 2017 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to approve the minutes.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to appoint Mike Beaner to the gas board. Motion carried. Term expires in May 2018. 

Gas employees reported. Boll reported all the Excess Flow Valve forms have been signed and returned. Golden West would like to have the valve installed. Q3 will be contacted to complete. Jarding construction new construction on Annway will need new natural gas services. Boll will be sending the TBS meter in to be proved and calibrated when Crooks has there’s completed. 

Natural gas employees continue to experience reading meters at residences with fenced yards.  The Board will contact the finance officer to ensure she is following the policy adopted at the November 21, 2016 NG meeting where the resident will be charged an inaccessibility fee of $50.00 if the meters were not read for 2 consecutive months, this includes those that call their meter readings in. Accessibility fees will be applied to resident’s bill if the meter is not accessible at all times. Siemonsma will draft a letter to send to the residents along with the billing of the fees associated with inaccessibility. 

The CenterPoint contract was reviewed.  Froke motioned to edit the special conditions to be billed at 100% of Humboldt historical billing in the months of May through September. Also, the board would like the automatic renewal changed to read as renewal every other year upon review. Elko seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

Loss report was reviewed. Over the period of 4 months, approximately 500 therms a month were unaccounted for. The conversion factor could be the source for some loss. Elko would like to investigate with Boll other possible factors and or locations. Completion will be done to report at the next meeting. 

Sending certified letters will now be made policy to send to the delinquent accounts that are 30 days past due or older. Regular mailings along with certified letters will be sent to delinquent accounts and or rental properties. 

Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to address all utility bills to the homeowner. Every property owner having a rental property, the billing will come directly in the homeowners name and they will be responsible for all payments and fees. Motion carried with all voting aye. 

The bills, financials and payroll were reviewed.  Motion by Elko seconded by Luke to approve all claims.  Motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The ad in the paper for the utilities manager needs to be edited to include “Required to obtain the certificates required by the State of South Dakota and the South Dakota PUC to operate/maintain Natural Gas duties”. Siemonsma will send the revised ad to the paper. The pay rate for city duties vs natural gas duties will be kept separate. 

Training was conducted on the Pipeline Safety: Guidance on Training and Qualifications for the Integrity Management Program. 

Pursuant SDCL 1-25-2 (1), the board entered executive session at 8:03pm on a motion by Elko and second from Beaner. Motion carried. All guests left the meeting. The board exited executive session at 8:25pm on a motion from Haviland and a second from Beaner. Motion carried. 

The next HNGB regular monthly meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 15, 2017 at 6:30pm.

With no further business a motion was made by Elko seconded by Luke to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM. Motion carried.

ATTEST:  Amanda Siemonsma, Finance Officer 



