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Humboldt natural gas board met in regular session on Tuesday, August 22nd, 2017 at Humboldt City Hall. The meeting was called to order by Marlene Elko at 6:33 PM.  Members present were Lynn Froke and Mike Beaner. Donnie Boll, Adam Lind and Laura Schultz were present for city personnel. Brenda Haviland and Sam Eastlick was absent with cause. 

Motion by Froke seconded by Beaner to approve the agenda. All aye, motion carried.

The July 17, 2017 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Beaner second by Froke to approve the minutes. All aye, motion carried.

Gas Employee Report: Boll gave an update on painting the farm taps. The district and TBS has   been power washed and will be painted soon. Mary Zanter with PUC will conduct their required inspection on 8/25/2017. Terry Hanson will come earlier in the day. 
It has been brought to the board’s attention that Humboldt has not renewed their SDPA membership. Discussion around if the membership is fully utilized and what all the membership includes. Mike will research this year’s training. Marlene will follow up for clarification on the invoice and when Humboldt last was a paid member of SDPA. They will report back during the September meeting. 

Public Awareness:  Schultz reported that the public awareness brochures were almost out of stock. Options were discussed. It was concluded that the brochure mailing is effective, but needs review. Froke will review and bring edits to the next meeting.  

Tim Tooley: Discussion around the possibility to allow Tim Tooley to do concrete work at HCC to help pay down his bill. Discussion around what is owed. Mike will follow up with Tooley to see if he is interested and will report back at the next meeting. 

New Service: The Gas Service Agreement has been updated. Projected costs for a 1” service line and a 2” main line are $11,170. This is the cost to the west side of Big J’s. Don will try to obtain further details from Big J’s like location and what equipment he will be running. Don will report back to the board in September. Discussion around who should pay for installation, fee structure and future tap offs.   

CenterPoint Contract: Marlene has reached out to Northern Natural Gas and there has been no follow up. Marlene will follow up and report back in September.

NG Loss Report and History: The report and history were reviewed. The board was pleased that the billed versus the CenterPoint charges are closer together. 

Utility Account: Monthly past due accounts and disconnect list were reviewed. 
No update from Haviland on the stamp/door hanger. 
Late fees were discussed. This is a manual process until 2018 when the new Banyon system is implemented. 
Follow up on taxing the $20.00 capital improvement fee. Schultz spoke with the Department of Revenue and per Federal guidance, since the Utility is collecting revenue it should be taxed. 

Bills/Financials/Payroll: The bills, financials and payroll were reviewed. Discussion around when disbursements should be sent. It was agreed that they should be sent with all other Town disbursements and the NG Board will continue to review and approve invoices. Motion by Froke seconded by Beaner to approve all claims. All aye, motion carried.
Discussion on the NG Board member bonds. Schultz followed up with Puthoff Insurance regarding cost and timeframe. More questions were raised. Schultz will follow up with Puthoff Insurance and report back at the September meeting. 

2018 Budget: Extensive discussion on the 2018 budget. Due to the detail and time, a special meeting will be held September 6th, 2017 to discuss NG 2018 budget only. It was suggested that quarterly review of bank statements happen jointly with the Town Board and NG Board. Lind and Elko will lead that review at the end of every quarter.
SECOG has been contacted for project reimbursements.

Board Training: Traing was held on the natural gas public awareness. 
Internal Audit: An internal audit of the meter read books was conducted. No discrepancies found. 

Comments: Don has received questions about residential hook ups to farm caps. Discussion around the age of the lines and if HMGU could acquire. Don will follow up and report back 

With no further business a motion was made by Froke seconded by Beaner to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 PM. All aye, motion carried.

ATTEST:  Laura Schultz, Finance Officer
