Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday September 14, 2015 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Theresa Muth and Heather VanZee. Amanda Siemonsma was present for city personnel. Others present were Jon Brown with Stockwell Engineering, Chuck Hanisch with the West Central Baseball Association, Fred and Erin Konechne. Daryl Sieverding was absent with cause. 
A motion was made by VanZee and seconded by Lund to approve the minutes for the regular meeting held on August 24, 2015. Motion passed with Muth abstaining and Griepp, Lund and VanZee voting aye. 
A motion was made by Griepp and seconded by Muth to approve the minutes for the special session held on August 27, 2015. Motion passed with all present members voting aye. 

Allen Schmeichel joined the meeting at 7:08pm. 

Short open discussion was held. Lund presented the council with the option to allow a girl scout group to use the Community Center for their meetings when no other events were scheduled for those days. The council is happy to allow the use of the center on the understanding that the scheduling is worked out with Siemonsma ahead of time and that the center is left in the condition that it is found.  Lund will be in contact with Siemonsma on reserving the dates. 
BUSINESS: 

Chuck Hanisch was present to address the council about more improvement plans to be made at the ball fields. The ball association had a great year and would like to go ahead with more improvements and add-ons to the bleachers including a new back stop and 3-sided covered grandstand. Adding a top cover to the grand stand will allow for the association to hold more tournaments and games at the Humboldt fields, which, in turn, could potentially lead to more business for Humboldt. Hanisch would like to utilize the remaining funds for the improvements with funds directly from the association and with funds the council allotted to the association for these improvements. Hanisch will present bids to the council at the next meeting and discuss further on the timeline for the improvements to be made. Chuck Hanisch left the meeting. 

Jon Brown was present to discuss the Matheiu land up for auction and to discuss the next steps for the sewer project. On the topic of the Matheui land, much discussion was held about what exactly the city would do with the land, the proposed placement of the new ponds, the need for the ponds, and the effect it would have on residents if the city acquired the land or not. The Konechnes were present to voice their concerns if the city did buy the land. Konechne stated having new ponds that much closer to the residents would have a negative impact on the home values and resident’s happiness. Brown restated the fact that when and where the new ponds will be built will not be more noticeable than the current ponds that are on the land. The city would add a buffer area full of trees and bushes between the new ponds and any residential area to add to the separation. Brown did also state that if the city did not add more ponds, the city would be at a halt to allow any more growth to the town because of the lack of pond capacity to allow for more growth. With the auction coming up later in the week, the council will have further information and discussion at the following meeting. 


Adding improvement to city streets and roads was discussed. Friendly’s will be adding more cement inside their lot and it was brought to the attention of the council that they would also like to see the road paved. After some discussion, the council will have follow up information on the next agenda for review and discussion.

Late fees were discussed. The late fees have not changed since 1999. The council would like to see the late fees, which are applied to delinquent accounts, changed. Siemonsma will write up the resolution and present to the council at the next meeting. 

Department Reports:
Natural Gas: Griepp and Schmeichel plan to join the SD PUC meeting via conference call on the 15th. Follow up information will be on the next agenda for further review and discussion. 
Sheriff: 41.78 hours were logged for the month of August. The full report is on file at the Finance Office.

Utility manager: Absent. 


Finance Officer: Siemonsma presented the council with the monthly complaints that were filed in the office. She was advised to proceed according to the ordinance book on how to abate the nuisances. She also presented the council with the list of disconnect notices. The council instructed Siemonsma to proceed with any disconnections if payment in full is not received by the date stated on the notice or if an agreement is made between the resident and herself on payment options. 
All claims were approved on a motion by Muth and a second from VanZee. Motion passed with all members voting aye. List of claims in the amount of $20,020.71 are as follows: ADDY 305.00 garbage; AMANDA SIEMONSMA 400.00 ins; ANDERSON PUB 148.28 ads; B&A COMPUTERS 120.00 services; BUMBLEBEE-GIBSON 2755.20 mag chloride; CENTERPOINT 634.79 ng supply; DARYL SIEVERDING 400.00 ins; FARMERS ELEVATOR 852.85 fuel; FRED LEE 180.00 American flags; G&K 270.80 rugs/supplies; GOLDENWEST 127.36 phone/fax; GROEBNER 1613.50 utility markers/poles; GUARDIAN 64.60 cc mach; HBC 216.97 supplies; HELPLINE 103.00 ng phone; HUMANE SOCIETY 264.03 animal control; JOHN DEER FINANCIAL 72.44 supplies; KOLBACH 400.00 fo rent; LIPETZKYS IRRIGATION 1405.85 ball field sprinklers; MARCO 106.90 printer svc; MCWC 2605.44 water supply; PAUL CLARKE 150.00 inspections; RELIABANK 687.44 ball loan; SAMS CARD 2266.33 charges; SD DEPT OF REV 133.05 ng tax; SDML 100.00 annual conf; SIOUX VALLEY ENERGY 2697.48 electric; SIEMONSMA ELECTRIC 927.27 service/supplies; TOWN OF HUMBOLDT 12.13 utilities.  
Pursuant SDCL 1-25-2, the council entered into executive session at 9:09pm for discussion on the sewer project. Fred and Erin Konechne left the meeting. The council exited from executive session at 9:51pm.

Pursuant SDCL 1-25-2, the council entered into executive session at 9:52pm. Brown and Siemonsma left the meeting. The council exited from executive session at 10:13pm. 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 10:14pm on a motion by Muth and a second from VanZee.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

