City Board Minutes
The Humboldt City Board met in regular session on Tuesday, April 24th, 2007.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen Schmeichel at 7:00 p.m. Trustees present were Theresa Muth and Larry Skari.  Others present were Ritchy Griepp and Todd Meierhenry.  

The minutes of the April 9th meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Skari and seconded by Muth to approve the minutes.  The motion carried. 

Open discussion was then held.  The 4th of July event will be handled by the Amateur team this year.  It will be on Sunday July 1st at the ball diamond.  The concession stand will be open to sell candy and refreshments.  The team will have vendors to provide the food.  The Amateurs would also like to have one of the utility men or the summer help get the ball diamond ready for them before their games.  They would pay for the work.  

The girl’s softball teams will have meetings on Thursday April 26, 2007.  

Clean up day was discussed.  Several people have volunteered to help that day and Thrivent has indicated that they would pay up to $150.00 for food and beverages for the volunteers.  

Hiring a bar manager was discussed.  

The City Attorney was present to discuss the Resolution of Necessity for the Stofferahn Street Improvement Petition.  

Duane Struck and Ken Sieverding from the Humboldt Township arrived at 7:45 p.m. to discuss the Township Building.  They would like to build a new building.  The city board suggested that they build on the city property west of Ford St.  Duane and Ken indicated that they need to keep the maintainer close to the Fire Department, in case of excessive snow; they can be available to clean a path if there is a fire call.  They asked if there was room behind the Fire Hall to build a building.  The council will check into that possibility. 

Giles and Barb Hanisch, Paula Johnson, and Vince and Diane Siemonsma all arrived at 7:50 p.m. They were all present to discuss the Resolution of Necessity for the Stofferahn Street Improvement.  They do not feel that they should have to pay for part of an improvement that will only benefit the businesses on the east side of the street.  The improvement would not increase the value or benefit the Hanisch’s.  A public hearing for the Resolution of Necessity has been scheduled for the 14th of May 2007. The Hanisch’s indicated that even though it will cost more money to put the project off, they will wait for the public hearing and go through all the steps necessary to have the project postponed as long as possible.  There were also questions regarding the validity of the petition filed by the businesses on the east side of the street.   The attorney will check into the laws and let the city know if the public hearing should be held or if the petition is invalid due to the wording of the petition.  The Hanisch’s, Siemonsma’s and Mrs. Johnson all left at 8:30 p.m.

The hotel was discussed. 

Three applications were received for the Bar Manager position.  A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Muth to table scheduling interviews until after the five member board is in office.  The motion carried. 

Random drug testing for all full time employees was discussed. 

The paper wanted to know if the Municipal Bar wanted to put an ad in the paper congratulating the 2007 West Central Graduates.  The board agreed to have an ad placed in the paper. 

The Summer Recreation Raffle was discussed.  The ball teams are having a raffle with all proceeds going for the purchase of land for additional ball diamonds.  The tickets are $50.00 each and may be purchased from the ball players or at the finance office.  Items on the raffle are a John Deere LA 110 Riding Lawnmower Tractor, a 37 inch and a 32 inch plasma TV, a Foosball table, a $100.00 gift certificate to Sunshine, 2 $25.00 gift certificates to American Sports, a $30.00 gift certificate to the Trophy Room, a $15.00 gift certificate to 38 Special and a $15.00 gift certificate to Tuschen’s Log Furniture. 

The sign on I-90 was discussed.  The Town of Hartford will be contacted for details on the cost of the sign they put up. 

The water project was discussed.  Stone samples were sent to the City Council so they could pick the color of the outside of the Meter building.  A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Muth to have the building done in Brownstone.  The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Muth to table the following items until the May 14th, 2007 meeting: review of the Banner updates on the water project, shirts for new board members, stop sign on 4th and main, condemning buildings and street repairs. The motion carried. 

Storage for the items in the pump house was discussed. 

The City received a Thank You note from MCEDA for the membership renewal. 

Items for the Humboldt Community Center included purchasing a scrubber and replacing the boxes over the thermostats.  A motion was made by Skari and seconded by Schmeichel to purchase a scrubber for the Community Center.  The motion carried. 

The janitor will stop at DSG and pick up new boxes for the thermostats. 

The utility bill at 308 S Madison was discussed.  A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Muth to credit $51.00 in sewer charges.  The motion carried.  The property owner will be responsible for $548.25 to clear up the bill.

A motion was made by Skari and seconded by Schmeichel to approve the official canvass of the April 10th, 2007 Election.  The motion carried. 

The dumpsters for Clean up Day were discussed.  A motion was made by Skari and seconded by Muth to contract with R&S because they have the large roll off dumpsters.  The motion carried. 

A meeting for Summer Fun Days needs to be set up. 

The contract for the Cell Phones for the Fire Department and the city was up in March 2007.  Quotes were obtained from both Verizon and Alltel.  After reviewing the information the cost of the service is similar however Verizon has free phone upgrades.  A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Skari to go with Verizon and five lines.  The motion carried.  That would allow three lines for the fire department and two lines for the city.  

With no further business, a motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Skari to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  The motion carried. 
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