
				Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes

Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, February 19, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center.   The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:30 PM.  Members present at roll call were Marlene Elko, Lynn Froke, Eugene Betz, and Brenda Haviland .  Donnie Boll was present for city personnel.    Fred and Erin Konechne were present.  

Motion by Froke to approve the agenda, seconded by Elko.   All ayes, motion carried.

The January 15, 2018 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Froke, seconded by Betz to approve the minutes.  All ayes, motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Gas employee report: Boll indicated that NG training was conducted on Friday, Feb 16 in Garretson.  Four computer modules were completed by both employees prior to the training with  hands on fusion training for OQ status.  These training records will be filed in each employee’s OQ files.  The next training is scheduled for March 9, with a second also being scheduled for March.    Fire and Ambulance reader has been ordered.  The Q3 bill has been received for the installation of Golden West’s excess flow valve.   A bill will be prepared and sent to Golden West for reimbursement.   Alternating meter readings by Beaner and Boll will start on April 1.  Bell hole report was completed on the probe of gas line that occurred during the mainline extension.  Boll confirmed that the probe does have a ball on the end instead of being pointed which should have prevented the incident.   Boll confirmed that EFV’s are required and installed on all new construction.  The coloring books and sniff cards were delivered to West Central Elementary on March 12 to assist kids with identifying a gas leak and Public Awareness.  The FO will be updating the Humboldt website to include the new NG cell phone number and post the new updated Public Awareness brochure.  

Boll will check records to ensure that the district regulator station outside of Humboldt has been inspected within the past 3 calendar years as required by PHMSA.  Haviland and Elko will be going to MTI in March to talk to students regarding employment once Boll decides to retire.  

Elko and Boll have been updating all the customer files at city hall.  

Considerable discussion occurred regarding the need for an Employee  Assistance Program as required under the federal DOT random drug testing program.  Avera has offered a plan for a total of $1,500 for Humboldt, Crooks, and Garretson.  Elko will contact Crooks and Garretson to determine interest.    Haviland will contact Zanter to  confirm requirements.  Item will be added to March agenda.

Considerable discussions occurred regarding posting bids for supplier as the CenterPoint contract is up for renewal in October.  Crooks also provided a contact of someone they had previously used to conduct a rate analysis.  Haviland will contact Watertown to obtain their contact for a rate analysis,  attorney information, and information required for supplier bid.  All three items will be discussed at the March meeting.

Discussion occurred regarding opening a separate bank checking account for Natural Gas.  Elko motion to open an account at Reliabank, seconded by Betz.  Three members voted Aye, Froke no.  Motion carried.

The city annual financial report has been completed.  The NG surplus funds for 2017 will be transferred to the SD Fit Fund once the amount is available. Item tabled until the March meeting. 

NG Loss Report and History:   The January usage and billing report was  reviewed.  The January report is within acceptable standards.   The November and December 2017 usage/billing continues to be of concern.   Haviland and Elko will meet at city hall on March 3 to review the billing and meter readings for November and December.  They will report back at the March meeting.  Boll left the meeting at 8:00 pm.

The board members were unable to review the effectiveness of timely payments for rental properties. Elko will work with Adam Lund  to see what options are available to identify these properties in the new computer system.

Utility Accounts:   Past Due/disconnect, late fees, status of late fees, and no access fees were reviewed.  Elko will contact Adam Lund for assistance in reading these reports.  

Monthly charges for abandoned/foreclosed properties were reviewed.  Contact was made with Crooks and Garretson to obtain their policy.    Both towns bill monthly service fees on foreclosed properties.  After considerable discussion, the Board determined that NG will continue current policy and will bill monthly NG fees on abandoned/foreclosed properties.  

The bills, financials, and payroll were reviewed. Elko motion to approve, seconded by Froke. All ayes,  motion carried.  Elko will contact the finance officer to review GL accounts and report back at the March meeting.  




HUMBOLDT MUNICIPAL GAS 
RESOLUTION #NG 18-01

A RESOLUTION SETTING FORTH A SCHEDULE OF NATURAL GAS FEES FOR USE BY THE  HUMBOLDT MUNICIPAL GAS UTILITY.  BE IT RESOLVED that the following schedule shall be effective as of the date of this Resolution for the following services provided by Humboldt Municipal Gas:


	Natural Gas Payment Late Fee	..............................10%  month
	Natural Gas Service Disconnect………….. …………………................................................................…$25 	Comment by iPad: 
	Natural Gas Service Reconnect.………….. ………………..........................................................…..........$25 
               Natural Gas No Access Fee..........................................................................................................................$50
               (Charged after second consecutive month of no access)
	Permanent Disconnection of Service..........................................................................................................$200
	Reconnection of Service after Permanent Disconnection..........................................................................$500

               NATURAL GAS BASIC SERVICE FEE 

              Residential:  The occupant or owner of each dwelling house, apartment, or building used, 
              whether occupied or unoccupied, for residential purposes, a monthly basic service fee will be
              charged for a dwelling. The natural gas basic service fee......................................................... $20 per month

              Commercial:   Commercial business natural gas basic service fee.......................................... $20 per month

              Large User:  Large user natural gas basic service fee ............................................................ $110 per month


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the city office employee with concurrence of the Natural Gas Board President, shall determine as to the rate payable to the Humboldt Municipal Gas.

As provided by SDCL 9-39-23 this Resolution shall be effective upon publication of the Notice of Adoption and replaces any previously stated rates.

Dated this 19th day of February,  2018.
							___________________________
							Brenda Haviland
							Humboldt Municipal Gas Utility
							City of Humboldt, South Dakota
ATTEST:

__________________________
Laura Schultz
Finance Officer				
						
Passed and Adopted: 2/19/18
Published: 2/18

Discussion on the commercial and large user basic service fee will be discussed at the March meeting.  Resolution NG 18-01 was read.  Motion by Betz to approve resolution NG 18-01, seconded by Froke effective January 1; 2018.  All ayes, motion carried.

Internal Audit:   Internal audit of meter readings will be completed on March 3.

Pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) - Personnel,  the board entered Executive Session at 8:30 pm on a motion by Elko, seconded by Froke.  All Aye, motion carried.  All guests left the meeting.  The board exited executive session at 8:59pm on a motion by Elko, seconded by Froke.

Elko made a motion to exclude Boll from the SDRS because he is determined to be a part-time non-benefited employee as defined under SDCL 3-12-47 definition 65 and SDCL 9-39-21which states “The governing body of the municipality shall retain the power to determine whether utility manager employee shall be included in the Municipality civil service system”.  Motion seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.  

With no further business a motion by Froke, seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 pm.  All ayes, motion carried.  

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko
                  Board Member















						












