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The Humboldt natural gas board met in regular session on Friday, December 29, 2017 at the Humboldt community center. The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:30 PM. Members present at roll call were Marlene Elko, Lynn Froke and Brenda Haviland.  Fred Konechne, Adam Lund, Allen Schmeichel, and Virginia Matthieu were present.  Adam Lund left the meeting at 7:39PM.

Motion by Elko to remove gas employee report from the agenda because Don Boll gave his report at the special meeting on Thursday, December 28, 2017. Seconded by Froke to amend the agenda.  Motion carried.

The October 25th, 2017 meeting minutes were reviewed with no action necessary because they were approved at the November 20, 2017 Board meeting.

The November 20th 2017 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Elko, seconded by Froke to approve the minutes. All ayes, motion carried.

There were no public comments or discussion.

Elko contacted CenterPoint to clarify what information was needed on their emergency contact form.  Don Boll, Mike Beaner and Brenda Haviland current NG Board President submitted as emergency contact individuals.  NG Board President could change in May.

The natural gas email address is up and running.  The emails are automatically being forwarded to President Haviland. An email will be sent to Lund to verify natural gas emails are not being pushed through by the city FO.

Items for the welcome packets have been ordered. The town board will add it to their next agenda to see if they want anything added to the welcome packet.

The updated public awareness brochure was printed and sent out along with the 2018 magnetic calendar with the December utility bill.

The board will be looking into transferring money into the South Dakota Fit Fund at year end. 

Significant improvement has been noted on timely payment of tenant utility bills. The board will verify if letters are being sent to the homeowners for late notices if they are being notified. The NG B will review again in July and if improvement continues will eliminate the proposal to put the utility name in the landowner’s name.  

Haviland and Elko attended the Watertown Municipal utility. Contact will be made with them to see if they would be available to attend one of the natural gas board meetings.

Elko was unable to complete the loss report due to issues with meter reads in November.  This information will be updated and provided at the January board meeting. Boll is checking on the cost of a replacement meter for the Fire and Ambulance.  

The past due/disconnect list was reviewed.  A call/visit was made to individuals who had not paid their December utility bill with payments made. With lack of confirmation regarding any final number for disconnects for December, this will be confirmed and reported in January.  Lund notified the board that a resolution would need to be published regarding the NG late fees and no access fees with first and second readings required.  The board will draft this resolution and present at the January meeting.  The finance officer is finalizing the late fee amounts for Natural gas and will apply them to the natural gas account once finalized.  Account number 1601 has a balance of $76.65 and the bill will be paid in full once this payment has been received. The NGM will follow up with Watertown Utility Municipality resolutions and ordinances.

The bills financials and payroll we are reviewed.  Elko motion to approve, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.  Haviland requested reimbursement for the public awareness brochures that had been printed in the amount of $307.35 to FedEx, Haviland is still looking for receipt’s to be reimbursed for the Homeowner/landlord mailing receipts and certified mailings. Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to approve payment. All ayes, motion carried.

The Gas Board training continued with the NG portion of the City Ordinance.  Suggested changes will be sent to the town board for consideration.

Internal Audits were continued with Haviland and Froke reviewing the meter books.  

Haviland noted that she had received a call from you Eugene Betz indicating interest in serving on the natural gas board.  His name will be forwarded to the town board for consideration and appointment.  The NG Board has one more vacancy.

Considerable discussion was held regarding the natural gas rates in Humboldt.  Because of the high bond payment every year and the small community this forces the rates to be where they are.  The board will continue to look at financials and opportunities for reducing these rates.  Elko did note that she had received a call from Encore Energy. They are interested in becoming a supplier for Humboldt.  They are putting a proposal together and plan to attend the January 15th meeting.

There was no need for the Executive session as personnel reported Thursday December 28th, 2017.

Next HMG meeting will be scheduled for Monday, January 15 at 6:30 PM.

With no further business a motion by Froke, seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM.   All ayes, motion carried.

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko
                Board Member



          

