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The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, February 18, 2019 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by Vice President Marlene Elko at 6:30 p.m.  Members present at roll call were Lynn Froke, Marlene Elko, Bri Ries and Brenda Haviland.  Euguene Betz was absent with cause, Donnie Boll was present for city personnel. Dave Derschan was also present.

Motion was made by Haviland to move 7b to executive session Froke seconded, all Ayes’ motion carried. The January 21st, 2019 minutes were reviewed.  On a motion by Froke seconded by Haviland the minutes were approved.  Motion carried.  

Dave Derschan was disputing the cost to move the gas meters and line behind his buildings on Main Street.  Dave is not willing to pay for the two additional hours for the use of Garretson equipment and time.  Dave Derschan attacked Haviland in reference to her no water usage the past summer and other extended verbal attacks.  Elko advised that this is not what Derschan was on the agenda for and to stick to the item at task.  After much communication, Elko will look into where the breakdown in communication was and call Dave Derschan with the findings.  Elko also advised that future installations or movements of gas lines may be installed by Q3 and may cost more depending on what Q3 or contracted company may charge.  Froke motioned for Derschan to pay $183.95 seconded by Elko.  Froke, Elko and Ries voted aye, Haviland abstained. 

Gas employees reported.  Boll reported that Mitchell Kann and Don Boll attended the SDPA meeting on February 5th, 2019.  The PUC 2019 Inspection is tentatively scheduled for February 25th and 26th.   The TBS has been repaired with a couple of items to update, with the cost being $500.00.  The purchase of a company vehicle is tabled at this time.  The public awareness 2019 plan needs to be completed; Boll will check other web sites for more items geared for kids.  The pencils were ordered and have been received.  Past months no access was paid, as for disconnects Boll was unsure due to the 15th was Friday and Monday was a Holiday.  Meter reads will be the 27th of February 2019.

The rate analysis implementation will take place with the billing of June 2019.   MTI invoice for core education training is $200.00 per person.  Northwestern Energy consultation from Reid McKee called Elko and would like review options again since prior discussion to purchase.  The Natural Gas loss report and history has been a plus for 13 months now.  Late fees collected at this time has been $471.20 and the past due amount is unknown until further clarification from the city Finance Officer.  

Bills, Financial and payroll approved with exception of Schoenfish & Company motioned by Froke, seconded by Ries.  All ayes, motion carried.

The board reviewed the January billing cycle for board training.  Internal audit was completed by reviewing the book entries for the natural gas meters.

At 8:40PM Haviland motioned to go into Executive Session regarding personnel, Froke seconded.  All ayes, motion carried.

At 9:04PM Froke motioned to exit Executive Session, Ries seconded.  All ayes, motion carried. 

Motioned by Haviland, seconded by Ries due to resignation from Mitchell Kann, the position was offered to the alternate candidate with the following provisions.  Pay to start out at $17 per hour with a half hour unpaid lunch, must clock out.  A 6% retirement match, vacation time, sick time, paid holidays and 100% paid single health insurance.  Candidate to receive $.50 increase per hour upon completion of 25% of required online courses/training, another $.50 increase per hour upon completion of 50% online courses/training, $1.00 per hour increase upon completion of 75% required courses/training and another $1.00 per hour upon becoming fully Operator Qualified.  Incumbent is required to sign a Non-Compete Agreement and negative pre-employment drug test.  All ayes, motion carried.  Applicant accepted the offer and position.  New Municipal Gas Utility Manager is Eugene Betz with a start date of February 25th, 2019.  Increase in pay is subject to review and approval by Humboldt Municipal Gas Board.

The next HNGB regular monthly meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 18th, 2019 at 6:30 PM.

With no further business, a motion was made by Haviland seconded by Ries to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 PM. Motion carried.

ATTEST:  Lynn Froke
	Board Member
	

