Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, March 16th, 2020 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by President Marlene Elko at 6:36 p.m.  Members present at roll call were Marlene Elko, Taylor Ekle, and Ladd McCluskey.  Brenda Haviland was absent at the time of roll call, but did arrive at 6:57 p.m.  Eugene Betz was present for Gas employee personnel.  Town Board President Adam Lund joined the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Adopt Agenda Elko motioned to approve the agenda with the changes of adding the dates of the meeting minutes 2/17/20 and 3/3/20 to be reviewed and changing NNC to NNG under meeting topic number 7.  McCluskey seconded the motion to approve with the changes.  All ayes, motion carried.
Approve 2/17/2020 and Special Session 3/3/20 Minutes - The February 17th minutes were reviewed.  Ekle motioned to approve the 2/17/20 minutes. McCluskey seconded.  All ayes, motion carried.  The minutes from the March 3rd special session were reviewed.  McCluskey motioned to approve the 3/3/20 minutes.  Elko seconded.  Ekle abstained from voting, all ayes, motion carried.
Public Comment/Discussion - No public comments were brought forth for discussion.
John Jacobson, CenterPoint – Elko had talked with John Jacobson about attending the meeting in person or via conference call.  Jacobson indicated that he would let Elko know what his schedule looked like, but a response was never given.  
Request to NNG to modify TBS – Humboldt’s 2019 gas usage history was sent by Betz to Stacy Rosman with Northern Natural Gas.  Rosman will be forwarding this information to the engineers at NNG for an estimate of the cost to split the Humboldt TBS into two different taps.  Betz was instructed to forward the usage report from Eric Todd to Stacy Rosman as well.
NG Board Vacancy – Discussion was held regarding the current vacancy on the Natural Gas Board.  The search for a fifth board member continues.
Gas Employee Report – Betz indicated that he and Beaner attended the monthly training meeting with Terry Hanson on 3/6/20 in Crooks.  Online training was performed as well as locating certification.  Betz indicated there were no disconnects for the last billing cycle.  Betz indicated that Humboldt’s DIMP is fully up to date and the latest version is in the binder.  Betz also indicated that the Damage Inspection Report has been completed for the year.  Betz indicated that due to the restrictions from the coronavirus that the Pipeline Operator Safety Training that was scheduled for March and been rescheduled for October with more details to come.  Betz presented a quote for water bottles that he would like to use for public awareness.  The price from the quote was $.85 per bottle with a $55 set up charge for 250 bottles.  The board would like to know if that price was the same if there were two logos on the bottles.  Betz will find out, and report back at the next regular meeting.  Betz reported that the annual 7100 report has been completed for 2019.  He has submitted the report to PHMSA and Mary Zanter from the SD PUC.  Discussion was held regarding the status of the changes to the public awareness section of the town website.  Betz will work with the Finance Office and have the changes completed by the next meeting.
Review of Late Fee for Acct. #307 – The HMGU reviewed the circumstances that caused the late payment and payment history for account #307.  After reviewing, McCluskey motioned to waive the late fees.  Haviland seconded.  All ayes, motion carried. 
Job Description for Natural Gas Manager – Betz presented his draft of the job description for the Humboldt Natural Gas Manager to the board.  The board will review the job description and return with any proposed changes at the next regular meeting.  
Finalize Definitions for Residential, Commercial, On Rte, Industrial – McCluskey brought in his finalized definitions for the different classifications of natural gas users.  After reviewing and discussing the definitions, the board agreed that this was a good way to classify users.  Betz was instructed to post this information on the town website.
Emergency Response Plan – Betz has updated Humboldt’s Emergency Response Plan and emailed it to all the board member for review.  Betz indicated that he would be contacting local contractors for emergency contact preparation.  Betz will be drafting a letter for local and county EMS personnel with up to date contact information.
Resolution 20-9, Fees and Basic Service Fee – 2nd reading – HMGU board performed the second reading of Resolution 20-9, Fees and Basic Service Fees.  
NG loss report and history – Betz presented the loss report.  Upon review, the report showed that numbers were within acceptable limit.  Numbers look better but are still higher than previously reported.  Betz is waiting for a date to be scheduled with Energy Economics Inc. to have the larger meters tested for correct calibration.  Betz indicated that calibrations are not done during the winter months but was put on the schedule for April.  McCluskey will contact Sid Gilbranson to see if he is willing to come and check the calibration of Humboldt’s larger user meters.  
Past Due Accounts – HMGU board was not able to review the past due accounts list due to the meeting being on the same day as the billing due date.
Bills/Financials/Payroll - All bills and payroll were reviewed.  Clarification of the firm demand charge increase from CenterPoint is still pending.  Haviland motioned to approve the bills and payroll with the dispute pending clarification.  Seconded by Ekle.  All ayes, motion carried.
Board Training – SD 9-39 – HMGU reviewed SDCL 9-39-33 through 9-39-39
Internal Audit - Internal audit of log entries for gas usage and cross-referencing what is billed was completed.
Executive Session (SDCL 1-24-2) None
Comments – Haviland was briefed on the topics that were covered prior to her arrival.
With no further business Ekle motioned to adjourn, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, meeting adjourned at 8:13
ATTEST: Eugene Betz
	Natural Gas Employee

