Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes 
The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, March 21, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by President Mike Garrey at 6:31p.m. Members present at roll call were Lynn Froke, Cara Luke, Marlene Elko and Brenda Haviland. Donnie Boll and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Heather VanZee was also present from Humboldt Town Board. 
Motion made by Froke seconded from Haviland to approve and adopt the agenda. Motion carried with all present members voting aye. 
The minutes from the meeting held on February 21, 2016 were reviewed. On a motion by Haviland and a second from Froke the minutes were approved. Motion carried with all present members voting aye.
Short open discussion was held to discuss the need to still search for interested parties to serve on the gas board. All interested individuals are encouraged to contact a board member or the finance officer. 
Gas employees report. Boll presented that the gas training has continued with Terry Hanson, GTS trainer. There are some issues getting scheduled time to complete the training as Hanson is the only certified trainer available to Humboldt. Boll adamant about getting all training and certifications completed.
SD PUC concerns and questions were addressed. Garrey stressed that a good job has been done with certifications and compliance. PUC created new rules. Mary Zanter with the PUC has repeated concerns with Humboldt having and keeping a backup employee. Donnie Boll was then hired back in October and the issue was resolved. However, with the resignation of Sieverding, the PUC deems Humboldt out of compliance because no one is fully trained and certified. Humboldt obtained Crooks’ employees as backups and we were then deemed in compliance. At the PUC meeting on March 15th, the PUC then said this was not adequate. Humboldt is taking all steps available to stay in compliance with the PUC holding trainings and getting more people trained on operator qualifications. Brenda Haviland has stepped up and began getting training on natural gas procedures. Humboldt’s goal is to continue fully training employees and also include members of the gas board and town board in training. The new Humboldt Utility Manager will begin training on natural gas as soon as possible after he/she is hired. The next PUC meeting is on Wednesday, March 30th. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 
Motion was made by Garrey seconded by Froke to change our drug & alcohol testing facility to the common provider held by Garretson and Crooks so every town was held to the same standard. Motion carried. 
Past due utility accounts continue to be monitored and action taken to assure prompt payment. All residents will be held to the same standard for utility payment responsibilities. 
Motion was made by Froke seconded by Luke to conduct a public awareness survey with Humboldt residents. Those responding will be entered in a drawing to win a new gas grill provided by the natural gas board. Motion carried. 
The bills, financials and payroll were reviewed by the board. On a motion by Froke and a second from Luke, all claims, financials and payroll were approved. Motion carried. 
The Q3 emergency response contract was reviewed by the board. The cost for having Q3 on retainer is $4000 per year. Because there is no alternative company to provide this service and emergency response is required, a motion was made by Froke seconded by Luke to accept the contract for 2016. Motion carried. 
Board training on SD One Call was conducted. Basic understanding of information and procedures of the program was discussed. Further training will be held. All are welcome to attend. 
Next HMGU regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 18, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]With no further business, a motion was made by Garrey seconded by Froke to adjourn the meeting at 7:18pm. Motion carried. 
ATTEST:	Amanda Siemonsma
		Finance Officer
