Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes
The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, April 20th, 2020 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by President Marlene Elko at 6:42 p.m.  Members present at roll call were Marlene Elko, Sam Eastlick, and Taylor Ekle.  Eugene Betz was present for city personnel.  Allen Schmeichel and Theresa Muth were present for town board members.  Brenda Haviland was also present.
Adopt Agenda - Elko motioned to approve the agenda with two changes, the addition of review of March 24th minutes and 13A on call pay.  Seconded by Ekle.  All ayes, motion carried
Approve March 16th, 2020 meeting minutes – Elko motioned to approve the March 16th meeting minutes.  Ekle seconded.  Elko and Ekle voted aye, Eastlick abstained.  Motion passed.
Approve March 24th, 2020 meeting minutes – Ekle motioned to approve the March 24th meeting minutes.  Elko seconded.  Ekle and Elko voted aye, Eastlick abstained.  Motion carried.
Public Comment/Discussion -  No public comments were brought forth for discussion.
Review Northern Natural Gas Plan to modify TBS – Stacy Rosman – Conference call was had with Stacy Rosman explaining the Northern Natural Gas preliminary plan to split the TBS station.  Betz inquired about the specifics of the proposed TBS skid.  Betz questioned who was going to be hooked up to the new skid and what changes if any would be necessary to the existing skid.  Stacy was going to check with the engineers and get back with the answer.  She will also be submitting a rough drawing of what the new TBS layout will be to use for getting quotes for the work that will need to be done after each skid.
Discussion on appointment of engineer to review cost/oversee TBS project – Eric Todd – Conference call was had with Eric Todd.  The gas board asked about Todd if he could provide a list of engineers that can give quotes and advise the plans to modify the current TBS station.  Todd said that he would email Betz a list of companies that he has worked with before.
Centerpoint Release of Firm Capacity – An email was received from Centerpoint confirming that the firm capacity for Humboldt, Crooks, and Garretson would be released back to each town as soon as May 1st, 2020.  The email also stated the Centerpoint would continue to serve the three communities until September 30th, 2020, after that each utility could have their own agent.
Review of Relief for Residents due to COVID-19 – Discussion was had about what the Humboldt Municipal Gas Utility could do to offer relief for residents.  Elko motioned to offer the same relief package the Humboldt City Council did.  Humboldt Municipal Gas will waive late fees and will suspend disconnects.  Eastlick seconded.  All ayes, motion carried.  Betz was also instructed to send a letting to rental property owners discussing liability and non-payment options.  Allen Schmeichel left the meeting at 8:22
Renewal of Q3 Contract – The contract between Humboldt Municipal Gas and Q3 contracting was discussed.  Q3 will be available to respond to an emergency withing 24 hours.  The retainer fee for this service is $4000, which is the same price as last year.  Eastlick motion to approve the contract and pay the retainer fee.  Elko seconded.  All ayes, motion carried.
Renewal of Avera Contract – The contract between Humboldt Municipal Gas and Avera Behavioral Health was reviewed.  The cost of the contract is $1050 for the year.  Eastlick motioned to approve the contract.  Ekle seconded.  All ayes, motion carried.
Gas Employee Report – Betz indicated that the locates for the street project had started coming in, and he expects work to begin any day.  Betz indicated that the scheduled training session with Terry Hanson was cancelled due to COVID-19.  Beaner and Betz were required to complete online training.  Betz indicated that he currently has all his online training completed.  Betz indicated that there weren’t any disconnects done last billing cycle.
Job Description for Natural Gas – Betz submitted a revised job description for the board to review and return with a decision next meeting.
Water Bottles – Betz sent an email asking if the price for the proposed water bottles to be used for public awareness would increase if a second logo was used.  He indicated that the price would remain the same.  Betz will get the water bottles ordered.
Emergency Response Plan – Discussion was held regarding the current emergency response plan.  Betz indicated that Terry Hanson organized the same plan for all local municipalities (Humboldt, Crooks, and Garretson).  Betz was instructed to write a letter to local EMS officials containing current contact information in the case of an emergency.
NG loss report and history – Betz did not have the current loss report.  Betz asked Elko to review the numbers with him.  The report will be given at the next meeting.
Past Due Accounts – The report of current past due accounts was reviewed
Bills/financials/payroll – The current bills and financials were reviewed.  Eastlick motioned to approve all bills and financials.  Elko seconded.  All ayes, motion carried.
Board Training – Dimp Plan – Betz went through the current DIMP plan with the board members.  He discussed the purpose of the plan and how it will be applied to the Humboldt Gas system.
Internal Audit – Review of the recent meter readings was completed.
Executive Session (SCCL 1-25-2) Personnel (if needed) - none
Items for Next Meeting – The Humboldt Municipal Gas Board asked Betz if he would contact Encore Energy and Clayton Energy requesting written proposals to become Humboldt’s gas purchasing agents when Centerpoint’s contract period ends.
Adjourn – With no other business to discuss, Eastlick motioned to adjourn. Ekle seconded.  All ayes, meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

ATTEST: Eugene Betz
	Natural Gas Employee

