
Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes

The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, July 18, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:35 p.m.  Members present at roll call were Lynn Froke, Marlene Elko and Cara Luke.  Donnie Boll, Mike Beaner and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Bob Gnirk, employee-owner, Bartlett & West, was also present.

Motion by Froke second by Luke to adopt the agenda.  Motion carried.  The June 20, 2016 minutes were reviewed.  On a motion by Froke seconded by Elko the minutes were approved.  Motion carried.  

Bob Gnirk, Bartlett & West owner provided an overview of the company. Gnirk is available to Humboldt should they need to utilize his services.  

Gas employees reported.  Boll discussed a damaged gas meter at a residence in Humboldt. The meter has since been replaced. On the natural gas line hit on Sixth Avenue, the line was immediately repaired and no injuries or adversities were reported. The Q3 repair invoice is submitted in bills for approval. Boll and Beaner have been busy completing locates for Prunty Construction as the sewer project is currently in progress in town. When workers are near HMGU lines, both Boll and Beaner are on standby to ensure no hits. Boll spoke of having calibrated meters on hand and if there was interest in purchasing all new meters. After short discussion, board decided to keep with the current meters in use and to always have calibrated meters on hand. 

Siemonsma presented the board with the natural gas loss report. After review, board would like to see a time frame for meter reads added to the report. Siemonsma will add the dates to the report going forward. 

Past due and delinquent utility accounts were reviewed. Siemonsma identified foreclosures and shut offs along with helping identify the businesses and rental properties. Siemonsma cannot separate utility billing to include only natural gas as the bills are integrated together to include all city utilities. Siemonsma prepared and Beaner delivered shut off notices effective for July 25th. Any serious delinquencies Siemonsma will send to the County to be assessed on the property taxes. Board approves. 

The bills, financials, and payroll were reviewed. Centerpoint has not yet submitted a bill because of a reader error. When the bill is received, Siemonsma will present amount to the board via email. Motion by Elko to approve all claims. Seconded by Froke. Motion carried. Siemonsma prepared an invoice for a resident-damaged gas meter. Board approved sending the invoice to renter and owner.
Haviland suggested that the board conduct monthly internal audits of random customer accounts. Motion by Froke and a second by Luke that these audits start with the July meeting.  Motion carried.

The board reviewed the meter read books as part of their monthly audit. Random customer accounts were checked for monthly usage and comparison purposes. The board would also like to audit the billing but were in need of the current Centerpoint bill which was unavailable. The board will conduct these audits monthly. 

Elko will follow up with Brain Charlton, Centerpoint, as he has not yet sent the gas projections for board review. 

The next HNGB regular monthly meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 15, 2016 at 6:30 PM.

With no further business, a motion was made by Elko seconded by Froke to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 PM. Motion carried.
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