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The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, November 18th, 2019 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by President Marlene Elko at 6:44 p.m when a quorum was present.  Members present at roll call were Marlene Elko, Brenda Haviland, and Taylor Ekle.  Lynn Froke and Briana Ries were absent at the time of roll call.  Eugene Betz was present for Gas employee personnel.  
Adopt Agenda Haviland motioned to adopt the agenda with the addition of 12-A, Meter Tampering Fee. Seconded by Ekle.  All ayes, motion passed.
Approve 9/16/19 Minutes The October 21st minutes were reviewed.  Ekle motioned to approve minutes with the changes to that Lynn Froke and Briana Ries were absent at the time of roll call.  The letter to the Landlords is to discuss who is responsible for past due non payments of rental properties.  Discussion was held regarding the offer by the Town Board to load the NG Board the money to pay off the bond.
Public Comment/Discussion  No public comments were brought forth for discussion.
Gas Employee Report  Betz has continued online training and hands on training with Mike Beaner.  
Betz indicated that Mary Zanter from the PUC is scheduled to inspect our DIMP plan on Dec. 12th.  
Betz indicated that there were a few disconnects for the month of October
Betz and Beaner completed the moving of the main line along 6th Ave.
Betz has completed a working inventory for “on hand” Natural Gas supplies.
Public Awareness 2020/2019 Public Awareness Accomplishment Report -  Betz submitted his Public Awareness plan for 2020.  He was instructed that he can remove – Forward Sun Prairie, WI video of natural gas explosion to Humboldt Fire Department.
2020 SD/ND Pipeline Safety Operator Training March 24/25, Sioux Falls, SD -  Discussion was held regarding the 2020 pipeline safety operator training.  Betz will be attending the training session.  Haviland and Ekle expressed interest in attending the meeting as well.  Motion made by Elko to send Betz, Haviland, and Ekle to training.  Seconded by Haviland.  All ayes, motion carries.  Betz will be sending in the registration for everyone.
Consultant Contract Review -  After reviewing the contract for Eric Todd, he advised the board that there wasn’t anymore that he could do to help the HMGU.  Considerable discussion was had regarding what he has helped the HMGU with, and what future issues the NG Board may need his help with.  A motion was made by Elko to terminate his contract as of December 31st, 2019.  Seconded by Haviland.  All ayes, motion carries.
Review Basic Service Fee/Rates – Discussion was held regarding the billing breakdown and how rates and minimum fees are assigned to each customer.  Elko will draw up a proposal for a new rates breakdown and submit it to the board.
Meter Removal Fee – Discussion was held regarding the difference between service removal and meter removal.  Betz will work on a definition for each for billing purposes and submit them to the NG Board at their next meeting.
Second Reading of Resolution #20-1 NG fees -  The board performed the second reading of Resolution #20-1.  Resolution #20-1 will go into effect 1/1/2020
Metering Tampering Fee – Due to past incidents, the current meter tampering fee and definition were reviewed.  After extensive discussion, Haviland motion to increase the fee to $1500 plus any repair costs for tampering with any component of the Humboldt Municipal Gas Utility system.  Criminal charges will also be filed.  Seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.
NG loss report and history  Elko indicated that the loss report showed within acceptable limits.
Past Due Accounts  The Past Due Accounts report was reviewed
Bills/Financials/Payroll  All bills and payroll were reviewed.  A motion was made by Ekle to approve all bill and payroll, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.
Board Training – SD 9-39  Elko handed out training material which was read and discussed by the board members.
Internal Audit  Internal audit of log entries for gas usage and cross-referencing what is billed was completed.
Executive Session (SDCL 1-24-2) None
Comments None
With no further business Ekle motion to adjourn, seconded by Haviland.  All ayes, meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m.

ATTEST: Eugene Betz
	Natural Gas Employee

