Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes

The Humboldt natural gas board met in regular session on Monday, November 21, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall. The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:28 PM.  Members present at roll call were Marlene Elko and Lynn Froke. Donnie Boll and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Mike Garrey was also present. Mike Beaner and Cara Luke were absent with cause. 

Motion by Froke to adopt the agenda. Motion second by Elko with the addition of Helpline Contract and Public Awareness added to the agenda. Motion carried.  The October 24, 2016 minutes were reviewed.  Motion by Elko to amend the minutes to state that Donnie Boll was absent from the meeting with cause. Motion seconded by Froke. Motion carried. 

Gas employees reported. Boll and Beaner have been performing a lot of locates for the gas system. Locates expected to slow down with the weather. Beaner has completed and passed five natural gas tests and has performed a lot of hands on training. Discussion was held on the gas line extension as plans continue to be reviewed. Boll discussed Harms Oil is not interested at this point. Discussion and planning will continue moving forward with Big J’s. 

The 2017 Helpline contract was discussed and reviewed by the board. On a motion by Elko and a second from Froke, the 2017 Helpline Contract was accepted and signed. Motion carried. 

CenterPoint representative for Humboldt, Brian Charlton, conference called into the meeting. Haviland stated the sub-meter at the town border station readings from CenterPoint and Humboldt readings do not coincide. Charlton stated the contract between Humboldt and CenterPoint, if readings were less than 18%. Estimate on historical gas usage could be charged to Humboldt up to the full 18%. More discussion was held on the historical usage, billing dates, and meter reads. After much discussion, Haviland and Charlton came to the agreement that Humboldt will send CenterPoint the loss reports for at least the last 12- 24 months so CenterPoint had a better idea of what Humboldt’s usage really was and where the discrepancy is. The Department of Transportation sees natural gas loss unacceptable. Along with Humboldt sending in the past loss report, Charlton also is in agreement to have Humboldt gas employees read and submit their own reading from month to month in replacement of the digital reading CenterPoint was getting their estimates from.  Along with the last 12-24 months of the CenterPoint loss report and a letter of dispute on charges being billed to Humboldt for estimated gas usage, Siemonsma will send Charlton pictures of the 2 meters at the border station and ask about getting a new contract that needs to be signed by the gas board. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 

Public awareness was discussed. The awareness brochures will be mailed out for the second time in 2016 as required by the PUC. 2017 calendars printed with emergency numbers and information were approved. On a motion by Froke and a second from Elko, 2017 calendars were approved to order along with public awareness books for the elementary school up to the amount of $500. Motion carried. 

Past due and delinquent utility accounts were reviewed.

The bills, financials and payroll were reviewed. Motion made by Elko to approve all claims was seconded by Froke.  Motion carried. The board discussed and decided to pay CenterPoint in full to avoid any late fees or charges but they are submitting a letter to contest the CenterPoint bill. 

The board continued review of the Natural Gas Emergency Plan. A motion was made by Froke and seconded by Elko to accept and approve the changes made to the plan. Motion carried. Siemonsma will email the board the updated plan so everyone has a copy. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Board comments. In reviewing the monthly meter read list and booklet, the board noticed that some meters have been estimated. According to city ordinances, if the meter is inaccessible, the city has the right to estimate the usage. After discussion, for meters that are inaccessible two months in a row because of a fence, animal, locked gate, etc., the gas usage will be estimated and an inaccessibility fee of $50 will be assessed on the utility bill. It is very important the gas employees have access to resident gas meters at all times. 

The next HNGB regular monthly meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 19, 2016 at 6:30pm.

With no further business, a motion was made by Elko seconded by Froke to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 PM. Motion carried.

ATTEST:	 Amanda Siemonsma
		 Finance Officer                                                 
