Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes 
The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, January 18, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by President Mike Garrey at 6:28p.m. Members present were Lynn Froke and Brenda Haviland. Daryl Sieverding, Donnie Boll and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Others present were Heather VanZee, Dan Jensen, Tim Tooley and Justin Kjellsen. Cara Luke was absent with cause. 
There was a motion by Froke and a second from Haviland to approve and adopt the agenda. Motion carried with all present members voting aye. 
The minutes from the meeting held on December 21, 2015 were reviewed. On a motion by Froke and a second from Haviland the minutes were approved. Motion carried with all present members voting aye.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tim Tooley was present to discuss the bill he received from the Natural Gas Utility for years of unrecorded natural gas usage. In September 2012, Tooley’s gas meter stopped working properly and was discovered recently in a natural gas meter audit. There were 37 months of very low or zero usage. Garrey took an average of usage back to 2005 with an average of 49 therms used per month. Tooley openly acknowledges the use of gas during this time. Humboldt Municipal Gas Utility takes some responsibility in the oversight and is willing to calculate all usage at today’s 13 year low rate. This reduces the amount owed to the Utility to $1730.45. Regular Utility terms apply, after such time other means of collection will be sought. Tooley feels the terms of payment are unfeasible but made no alternative offer. Tooley left the meeting at 6:40pm.
Dan Jensen was present to inform the board he just purchased the building formerly used for Becky’s Hair. He inquired about the process of removing the natural gas meter from the building because he plans to tear down the building. The line will be capped off and the meter removed. The cost to remove the meter permanently from a structure is a $200 fee. Jensen left the meeting at 6:43pm. 
Gas employees reported. $8000 of natural gas usage has been recouped due to the continuing audit of all meters. Meters continue to be audited and changed out if needed.  SD Public Awareness meeting is to be held on February 2nd. Members of the NG Board along with the NG employees, TB Members, and members of the Fire department plan to attend. Q4 2015 reports are all ok and in order. 
Extending the gas main under highway 38 is in the first stages of planning while gathering information and numbers on costs. Justin Kjellsen is the owner of Big J’s Roadhouse and states that he is highly in favor of switching his usage to natural gas when it becomes available. This new extension would eventually lead to more business not only from Big J’s Roadhouse and the strip mall but also possibly from Friendly’s and to residents to the north and west. More numbers and information will be gathered. Kjellsen left the meeting at 6:51pm.  
The bills, financials and payroll were reviewed by the board. On a motion by Haviland and a second from Froke, all claims and payroll were approved. Motion carried.  A policy needs to be put in order to cover unpaid utilities since they cannot be assessed on property taxes each year. More information and discussion will be had on getting a policy. 
On a motion by Garrey, public awareness supplies need to be ordered for the year with a cap of $750 total. The motion was seconded by Froke. Motion carried. 
Board training wrapped up on SD Public Meeting Law.  Gas board requested the town board to adjust a list of potential new members to the gas board. The list can then be divided and each of these people can be contacted and questioned on whether they’d like to serve on the board. 
Next HMG regular meeting will be scheduled for Monday, February 15, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
With no further business, a motion was made by Froke and seconded by Haviland to adjourn the meeting at 7:18pm. 
ATTEST:	Amanda Siemonsma
		Finance Officer
