
[bookmark: _GoBack]

				Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes


Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, March 19, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center.   The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:30 PM.  Members present at roll call were Marlene Elko, Lynn Froke, Eugene Betz, and Brenda Haviland.  Donnie Boll and Mike Beaner were present for city personnel.   Erin Konechne was present.  

Motion by Elko to approve the agenda, seconded by Froke.   All ayes, motion carried.

The February 19, 2018 minutes were reviewed.  Elko indicated that a correction was needed to correct the minutes under paragraph 9 regarding opening a separate bank account.  Minutes corrected to read Betz motioned to open an account instead of Elko, seconded by Elko instead of Betz.  Motion by Betz to approve minutes with correction, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.

Erin Konechne questioned if NG employees were out checking meters as she has noticed someone in her area but was unable to identify the individual.  Haviland indicated that SV Electric could possibly be in the area and will check with them.  Boll and Beaner were asked to keep an eye out.

Reikes request for a refund of an overpayment on one of his rental properties, Account #384, for the Sept-December 2016 timeframe.  Elko indicated she had reviewed the billing but was unable to verify the amount requested.  Haviland will also review the billing history and will contact Dave Reikes for additional information.  Item tabled until the April meeting.

Gas Employee Report:  Joint training was completed on fusing. NG employees were OQ’d on this process.  Beaner has completed all computer based NG testing and is approximately 90% OQ’d.  Training will be conducted in April on leak surveying.  Still awaiting bill from Q3 for EFV installation at Golden West.  

Installation of a shutoff valve at district was discussed.  Boll was instructed to get a written quote from Q3 and to also contact Sid Gulbranson for a second quote.  

A quote was received on a laptop computer.  Haviland instructed Beaner /Boll to get a quote from another company for another cost comparison.  Motion by Froke to approve maximum of $1,200 to replace laptop, seconded by Betz.  All ayes, motion carried.

Crooks and Garretson elected not to participate in the joint Avera Employee Assistance Program contract because they were looking at adding their volunteer fire department personnel.  Elko will contact Dr. Carlson at Avera to prepare a contract for Humboldt at a cost of $1,000 annually.  Contract will be presented at the April meeting for review and approval.  

Supplier Bids:  Haviland instructed Beaner get a written quote for NG auto readers.  Item will be discussed at the April meeting.

Rate analysis:   Elko will contact the company that Crooks used for the rate analysis they had completed to request a quote.  Haviland will contact Watertown for the contact used for their rate analysis for a price quote.  Item will be discussed when quotes have been received.  

Attorney:  Haviland has been in contact with the attorney used by Watertown.  He is interested in contracting with Humboldt NG at the same amount he charges Watertown.  He is developing a contract which will be discussed at the April meeting.

NG Bank Account:  Item was tabled until the April meeting.  

SD Fit Fund:  Excess funds will be transferred to this fund once the above items have been finalized.  This fund allows for a higher interest rate.  Item tabled until April.

NG loss report and history:  Elko reported that we continue to see a loss every month since November construction.  Boll will contact GTS to request using their equipment which assists in detecting leaks.  This test will be completed once the frost is out.

Rental Properties timely payment:  FO has included a field in the GL Aged account report identifying rental properties.  The board reviewed the effectiveness of timely payments for rental properties.  The new procedures put in place last July have been very successful.   

Past Due/Disconnects:  No disconnects for non-payment in February.  
Late Fees:  NG  late fees are being posted monthly with the new computer program.  
No Access Fee:  A review was made of the GL no access fee.  The total amount of $50 was not credited to the account.  Elko will contact Lund to determine why.

New service fee/billing:   Boll and Beaner were instructed to review files and develop list of residents who have natural gas to their homes but not hooked up.  Discussion will occur at the April meeting to promote getting hooked back up to NG.

Boll and Beaner left the meeting at 8:00 pm.

Bills/financials/payroll:  The bills/financials/payroll were reviewed.  The $50 postage fee was not identified as an expense for NG but was deducted as an expense in the GL.  Motion by Betz to approve with the stipulation that $50 amount was a NG expense, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.  Elko will discuss with FO for clarification.  

Board Training:  14 sample GL reports were provided for the board to review that are available with the new computer program.  These reports will be very helpful to the board.  The FO will be instructed which reports the board would like to see monthly.  

Internal audit:  An internal audit was conducted during the past two weeks on the November and December meter readings against the November and December billings.

NG Resolution NG 18-01:  The second reading of Resolution NG 18-01 was completed.   Motion to approve by Froke, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.  



HUMBOLDT MUNICIPAL GAS 
RESOLUTION #NG 18-01

A RESOLUTION SETTING FORTH A SCHEDULE OF NATURAL GAS FEES FOR USE BY THE  HUMBOLDT MUNICIPAL GAS UTILITY.  BE IT RESOLVED that the following schedule shall be effective as of the date of this Resolution for the following services provided by Humboldt Municipal Gas:


	Natural Gas Payment Late Fee	..............................10%  month
	Natural Gas Service Disconnect………….. …………………....................................................................$25 
	Natural Gas Service Reconnect.………….. ………………..........................................................…..........$25 
	Natural Gas Reconnect after 3:00pm............................................................................................................$50
               No Access Fee..............................................................................................................................................$50
               (Charged after second consecutive month of no access)
	Permanent Disconnection of Service..........................................................................................................$200
	Reconnection of Service after Permanent Disconnection..........................................................................$500

               NATURAL GAS BASIC SERVICE FEE 

              Residential:  The occupant or owner of each dwelling house, apartment, or building used, 
              whether occupied or unoccupied, for residential purposes, a monthly basic service fee will be
              charged for a dwelling. The natural gas basic service fee.......................................................... $20 per month

              Commercial:   Commercial business natural gas basic service fee........................................... $20 per month

              Large User:  Large user natural gas basic service fee ............................................................ $110 per month


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the city office employee with concurrence of the Natural Gas Board President, shall determine as to the rate payable to the Humboldt Municipal Gas.

As provided by SDCL 9-39-23 this Resolution shall be effective upon publication of the Notice of Adoption and replaces any previously stated rates.

Dated this 19th day of February,  2018.
							___________________________
							Brenda Haviland
							Humboldt Municipal Gas Utility
							City of Humboldt, South Dakota
ATTEST:

__________________________
Laura Schultz
Finance Officer				
						
Passed and Adopted: 2/19/18
Published: 2/18

With no further business a motion by Betz, seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 8:38pm.  All ayes, motion carried.

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko
                Board Member















