
                                            Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes

Humboldt natural gas board met in regular session on Tuesday, March 21, 2017 at Humboldt Community Center which was postponed from Monday, March 20th.   The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:30 PM.  Members present were Lynn Froke and Marlene Elko.   Donnie Boll was present for city personnel.  Amanda Siemonsma and Cara Luke were absent with cause.  Mike Garrey was also present.

Motion by Elko seconded by Froke to amends the agenda and move the financials and payroll.   Motion carried.

Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to approve and adopt the agenda.   Motion carried. The February 20, 2017 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Froke seconded by Elko to approve the minutes.  Motion carried.


The bills, financials and payroll were reviewed.  Motion by Elko seconded by Froke to approve all claims.  Motion carried.

Gas employees reported. Boll indicated that the Humboldt fire department has fire suits available for NG gas employees use in the event of an emergency eliminating the need for the Board having to purchase them and to be returned immediately after use.  Boll indicated that a twin home is being constructed on  Annway Street.   Natural gas lines would need to be installed to the property. Discussion also incurred regarding extending the gas line on  Annway Street to the corner of Fourth Avenue. Garretson City personnel would assist in installing the gas line.  The excess flow valve will be installed when weather permits.  

Natural gas employees continue to experience reading meters at residences with fenced yards.  The Board will contact the finance officer to ensure she is following the policy adopted at the November 21, 2016 NG meeting where the resident will be charged an inaccessibility fee of $50.00 if the meters were not read for 2 consecutive months.  

The CenterPoint bill was reviewed.  The CenterPoint contract will be discussed at the April meeting.  

The monthly usage tracking spreadsheet was reviewed by the Board.  The average conversion factor for the past 12 months was reviewed with no changes required for billing purposes.  The 3 month loss is in line with national standards.

Discussion occurred regarding delinquent accounts that affect rental properties.  Considerable discussion occurred  regarding putting the utility in the property owners name to avoid renters moving out and not paying their final bill including  any past due amounts.   Members from the natural gas board will attend the next town board meeting to discuss this issue with them. 

The Q3 emergency response contract was reviewed by the board. The cost of having Q3 on retainer is $4000 per year. Because there is no alternative company to provide this service and emergency response is required, a motion was made by Elko seconded by Froke to accept the contract for 2017. Motion carried.

South Dakota PUC conducted an inspection of Humboldt OQ plan and records on March 3, 2017. No issues were found during the inspection. 

No past due account information was available for review. Discussion occurred regarding how shut off notices were being handled. These notices are extremely confidential and should not be displayed on the property for public view. The board discussed sending out a friendly reminder that the account was past due and then follow up with the shut off notice and the date the utilities would be disconnected. This policy will be discussed with the finance officer.

Training was conducted on the annual 7100 report which was due on March 15, 2017. Boll was asked to confirm the definition of services and to confirm the accuracy of the number reported.

Beaner and Haviland will be attending the SD PUC Pipeline Safety conference on March 28-30th. 

The next HNGB regular monthly meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 17, 2017 at 6:30pm.

With no further business a motion was made by Froke seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM. Motion carried.

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko, Board Member



