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The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, April 15, 2019 at the Humboldt Community Center. The meeting was called to order by Vice President Marlene Elko at 6:37 PM. Members present at roll call were Lynn Froke, Briana Ries and Marlene Elko.  Brenda Haviland was absent with cause.  Meeting was delayed until quorum was present.  Taylor Ekle was also present.

Motion by Froke to approve the agenda, seconded by Elko. All ayes, motion carried.

Haviland had not submitted the March 18, 2019 minutes so they were not acted upon.  The March 21, 2019 Special Session minutes were reviewed.  Motion by Froke, seconded by Ries to approve the minutes.  All ayes, motion carried.

NG Board Member vacancy.  Taylor Ekle is interested in becoming a Natural Gas Board Member.  Her name will be submitted to the Town Board for appointment.

Avera EAP Contract Renewal:  The Employee Assistance Contract with Avera is due for renewal on May 1, 2019.  Contract is required as part of pipeline safety. Motion by Froke, seconded by Elko to approve the contract renewal for $1,050 for the period May 1, 2019 through April 30, 2020.  This is an increase of $50 from last year.  All ayes, motion carried.     

Q3 Contracting - contract renewal: The extension of Q3 Contract for the period April 1, 2019 through March 31, 2020 for a cost of $4,000 was reviewed.  This contract is required in the event of an emergency.   Motion by Elko, seconded by Froke to approve the contract extension. All ayes, motion carried.

Town Board/Natural Gas joint meeting date:  Discussion occurred regarding the boards availability for a joint meeting with the town board. The natural gas board is available for the joint meeting on April 29 or 30th. Elko will notify the finance officer regarding these dates to set up a meeting.

NG loss report and history:  Elko reported that the cumulative loss is within acceptable standards. 

Utility Account:  The late fee and past due reports were reviewed.  Elko will work with a Betz to draft letter to landlord for payment on rental property where the tenant moved out without paying.

Bills/financials/payroll:  All bills and payroll were reviewed.  Motion by Froke, seconded by Ries to approve.  All ayes, motion carried.  A review was made of the GL reports.

Reduction of Bond Debt:  Tabled until the May meeting.

Board Training:  Internal audit was conducted on the March billing cycle.

Internal Audit:  Internal audit was conducted on the March natural gas meter readings.  It was noted that 4 customers were over billed in February because the readings were estimated due to excessive amount of snow accumulation around the meters.  

Gas Employee Report:  Betz had previous commitment and entered the meeting at 7:45 pm.  Betz provided tire estimates for the pickup.  He was requested to also get an estimate from Tires, Tires, Tires for the May meeting.  

Betz attended the Pipeline Safety Operator training in Bismarck on April 2 and 3rd and gathered helpful information along with contacts for future need.  Training was completed in Garretson on April 5, 2019.  

Betz was requested to complete the quarterly odorator tests by the end of April.  He indicated he has completed between 9 and 10 of the online tests.  He was requested to bring proof to the May meeting.

He will follow up with Mary Zanter on her request for mechanical fittings failure report as requested from the PUC audit.  

The pickup windshield was damaged due to the ice storm and needed to be replaced.  Betz is also getting estimates for the dents that occurred as a result of the falling ice.  Betz was instructed not to park under the water tower in the future.

The Public Awareness (PA) notification was sent out to homeowners along the pipeline on April 1.  Betz will order more PA brochures for current customers for the June mailing.  Betz will also check the PA posters at the elevators for accuracy and possible replacement.  

The Banyon software representative indicated that they are unable to modify the software to include adjustment for atmospheric pressure and BTU conversion.  Elko will work with Betz to draft letter to customers to assist with understanding their NG bill.  Letter will be sent out with May bills.  

Considerable discussion occurred regarding landlord/tenant non-payment.  Betz will send out letter to landlords with outstanding balances due to tenants non-payment after vacating rental property.  Betz was instructed to make sure current policy is followed regarding shut offs 10 days after non-payment.  

Natural Gas Odorator and Locator:  Two estimates were received and reviewed.  Froke made a motion to purchase the odorator from Heath Consultants, non GPS, for $4,800, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.  Purchase is required because the old odorator could no longer be calibrated and tests need to be done quarterly.

Betz will get estimates for a new locator for review at the May meeting.  Locator equipment demonstrations will occur late April early May by vendors.  

With no further business, motion by Froke, seconded by Elko to adjourn meeting at 9:07 pm.  



ATTEST:  Marlene Elko
                Vice President



