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Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, May 21, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center.  The meeting was called to order by President, Brenda Haviland at 6:30 pm. Members present at roll call were Lynn Froke, Eugene Betz, Brenda Haviland, and Marlene Elko. Mike Beaner was present for city personnel.  Don Boll was absent with cause.   Tim Heerts, Avera Employee Assistance Program and Erin Konechne were present.  

Motion by Elko to approve the agenda, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.

The April 23, 2018 Minutes were reviewed.  Motion by Froke, seconded by Betz to approve the minutes.  All ayes, motion carried.  

Employee Assistance Program:  Tim Heerts, Avera EAP, provided a recap of Avera’s Employee Assistance Program.  They offer EAP sessions with a licensed mental health professional on various issues that concern the employee or adult family member.  HMNG is required under federal DOT random drug testing program to have a contracted EAP.  Avera’s proposal offers more affordable services for a smaller public/government, and nonprofit entities that have 50 or fewer employees.  Their proposal includes the Humboldt volunteer fire department at a cost of $1,000 per year.  Heerts left meeting after presentation.  Elko motioned to approve the contract submitted by Avera, seconded by Froke.  All voted aye except for Haviland who voted no because no second proposal was submitted for comparison.  Motion carried.  Haviland and Elko will attend the Fire Department chief’s meeting to discuss the services available to the FD under this contract.

Refund request for Account #384 was again tabled until the June meeting.  Elko will review billing and present information at the June meeting.  Haviland will invite landlord to attend the June meeting.  

Gas employee report:  All the 400A meter readers have been repaired.  Replacement readers are no longer available for the 1000 meters.  Beaner was requested to get written quotes to replace these meters.  

Account #375 installed a heat pump resulting in lower gas usage.  Employees will note date of monthly safety inspection for account #287 and record in the meter reading book.  Follow-up will occur at the June meeting on account 413.15.

Elko will meet with Boll on Wednesday to complete the remaining customer files.  

No formal quote was received from Q3 for the shutoff valve at the district.  Haviland will contact Q3 to request a formal written quote.  Second company declined to bid on the project.  

Staff will start alternating readings in May for the two sections in town.  Beaner was reminded that the temporary employee could not read meters because he was not OQ’d to perform NG safety checks.  

No quote received for NG auto readers.

Purchasing a vehicle will continue to be looked at.

Staff was reminded to complete the mileage books and the daily task books and bring them monthly to the NG Board meeting.  

Beaner was instructed to contact GTS to schedule and conduct a leak survey in Humboldt.  

Quote for new construction on Carlson Street has not been completed by NG employee.  Haviland will attend the Planning and Zoning meeting on May 22 to discuss the cost for this item on the building permit.  Beaner left meeting after gas employee report.  

Supplier Bids:  Elko received a sample supplier bid and will prepare one for Humboldt.

Rate Analysis Quote:  Follow-up will be done by Haviland for the second rate analysis quote.

Attorney:  Watertown Attorney will provide advice to the Board at no cost.

Bank Account:  Board will hold off on separate bank account until the TB/NG Boards develops a formal written agreement.  

SD Fit Fund:  Haviland to contact Lund to check status of request to transfer funds to SD Fit Fund.

NG loss report and history:   Elko reported that no loss occurred during the April billing cycle.  A leak survey will still be conducted for the town of Humboldt.

Utility Account:  The Board reviewed the past due/disconnect, late fees, no access fees, and new service billing. The total amount collected for the April no access fee has not been credited to the NG account.  Will be reviewed again in June to determine if the FO review is necessary.

Bills/financials/payroll:  NG was charged $71.00 for computer setup.  When quote was submitted, the Board was instructed that the set up was included in the quote.  The NG cell phone bill was also questioned.  Motion by Froke to approve the financials except the $71.00 for the computer setup to Elbo Computing Resources.  Seconded by Betz.  All ayes, motion carried.      Elko will follow up with Lund for clarification on NG cell phone bill.

Board Training:  Chapter 9.0205 - 9.0212 of the City Ordinance were reviewed for proposed changes.

Internal Audit:  Was contact conducted for the April billing cycle.  Elko will contact the FO for clarification on final reading for account #369.  

The gas board held their annual election of officers. Through secret ballot, Brenda Haviland was voted Board President.  Through a secret ballot, Marlene Elko was voted Vice President.  Motion by way of secret ballot.  All ayes, motion carried.

At 8:57pm, a motion by Froke to enter into Executive Session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2 for a personnel matter, seconded by Betz.  All ayes, motion carried.  Erin Konechne left at 8:57 pm.  

At 9:15pm, a motion by Elko to exit Executive Session, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.  No votes or decisions were made as a result of the Executive Session.

With no further business to discuss, a motion by Betz, seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 pm.  All ayes, motion carried.

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko 
                Board Member


