
[bookmark: _GoBack]

				Humboldt Natural Gas Minutes

Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, June 18, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center.  The meeting was called to order by President, Brenda Haviland at 6:30 pm. Members present at roll call were Lynn Froke, Eugene Betz, Brenda Haviland, and Marlene Elko. Mike Beaner and Donnie Boll were present for city personnel.  

Motion by Froke to approve the agenda, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.

The May 21, 2018 Minutes were reviewed.  Motion by Betz, seconded by Froke to approve the minutes.  All ayes, motion carried.  

Employee Assistance Program:  Haviland and Elko met at the Fire Department EMT meeting on Thursday, June 14, 2018 to discuss the Avera EAP contract that includes the fire department volunteers.  Brochures, bulletin board notification, and business cards were provided.  Signed contract has been received from Avera and was effective May 1, 2018.

Dave and Diane Rieck entered the meeting at 6:37 pm.  

Account #384:  Considerable discussion occurred regarding the 2016 tenant utility bill for account #384.  Landlord was at city hall on 8 separate occasions in 2017 to dispute the bill but the office was closed.  Landlord’s major concern was that 4 months of unpaid utility charges had accumulated and the utilities were not disconnected.  City policy at that time was that they should have been disconnected after 2 months.  He had attended a TB meeting and told they would check into it.  No one got back to him.  He also expressed concern the length of time it took for the NG Board to act on the request for refund.  The Board became aware of the request in April 2018 but were not able to reconcile the amount requested.  Elko motioned to refund $44.42 in late fees, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.  No refund will be made for natural gas usage.  Rieck‘s were asked to contact natural gas board members if they have future questions or concerns.   

Considerable discussion occurred on how natural gas was priced and why different rates were charged for the 2# and 6” lines.   Dave and Diane Rieck left the meeting at 7:00 pm.

Gas Employee Report:  Boll has contacted GTS for a estimate to conduct a leak survey in Humboldt.  

Formal quote was received from Q3 for the shutoff valve at the district.  Elko contacted GTS and was advised not to install the shutoff valve as it is not required by the PUC.  Based on cost, the shutoff valve will not be installed.

Don has been mowing and weed eating around the district and farm taps.  He has also taken inventory of NG supplies.  Elko and Boll have completed the customer files.  Golden West was billed and paid for EFV installed at their Humboldt location.  Purchasing a vehicle will continue to be looked at.  

Staff was reminded to complete the mileage books and the daily task books and bring them monthly to the NG Board meeting.  Staff started alternating readings 2 months ago for the two sections in town.  Three disconnects occurred during May for non-payment of utility bill.

Dakota Supply Group provided an estimate of $77,000 for NG auto readers.  Due to the high cost, no action was taken.   Because monthly safety checks are required, staff will continue to manually read NG meters when conducting safety checks.

CenterPoint was unable to connect to the TBS meter and get the reading for the May billing.  Service repairman was out and the phone modem needs to be replaced.  It is currently under warranty and a new modem should be received within two weeks.  An upgrade of software also needs to be completed.

Staff was reminded to notify Haviland via email or text prior to going on vacation.    

Disconnected services at old pump house, Interactive building, and Kevin Dale property will be tapped at the main.  Boll will check with Garretson to see if they can assist when new gas line is installed on Carlson Street.  Boll and Beaner left the meeting at 8:13 pm.

Supplier Bids:  Elko completed the supplier bid and it has been forwarded to the attorney for review.  Notice to Supplier Bidders will be published next week and will be open for 30 days.  The current contract with CenterPoint has been in effect since October 2012.

Rate Analysis Quote:  No action will be taken until after the supplier bid has been awarded.  The Board will be in a better position to analyze rates once a new contract is awarded.  

Bank Account:  Board will hold off on separate bank account until the TB/NG Boards develops a formal written agreement.  

SD Fit Fund:  No action taken until after audit.

NG loss report and history:   Elko was unable to complete loss report because CenterPoint estimated usage for the month of May because they were unable to get a reading at the TBS.  Report will be completed for May contingent upon equipment repair and software updates.  

Utility Account:  The Board reviewed the past due/disconnect, late fees, no access fees, and new service billing. The total amount collected for no access and disconnect/reconnect fees have not been credited to the NG account.  Lund will be contacted to check status and Elko will report back at the July meeting.  Discussion occurred regarding the cost for new service.  It was proposed that $1,500 minus $430 be charged with a refund if the cost is lower when construction is completed.  The Board will discuss again at the July meeting.  

Bills/financials/payroll:  The bills, financials, and payroll were reviewed. Elko motion to approve, seconded by Froke. All ayes, motion carried.  The monthly natural gas general ledger accounts were reviewed.

Board Training:  Chapter 9.0213 - 9.0214 of the City Ordinance were reviewed for proposed changes.

Internal Audit:  Internal audit was conducted for the May billing cycle.  NG meter reading on account #343 was lower then previous month.  Elko will bring this to the attention of the FO for correction.  Elko will contact Boll to get a written price quote for replacement of the 1000 meters.

With no further business to discuss, a motion by Froke, seconded by Betz to adjourn meeting at 9:32 pm.  All ayes, motion carried.

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko, Board Member
               






