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Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, April 23, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center which was postponed from April 16 due to lack of quorum. The meeting was called to order by President Brenda Haviland at 6:30 PM.  Members present at roll call were Lynn Froke, Eugene Betz, Brenda Haviland, and Marlene Elko.  Donnie Boll was present for city personnel.  Erin Konechne was present.

Motion by Elko to amend the agenda to include Q3 contract, SD gas damages and damage reporting portal, and purchasing a pickup to conduct natural gas business.  Seconded by Froke to approve the agenda as amended.  All aye, motion carried.

The March 19, 2018 Minutes were reviewed.  Froke indicated that a correction was needed to correct the minutes under paragraph 23, NG Resolution NG 18-01 to read seconded by Elko instead of Froke.  Motion by Froke to approve the minutes with correction, seconded by Betz. All aye, motion carried.

Erin Konechne questioned why the NG meeting was scheduled on the same date as the TB meeting.  Haviland explained that a quorum was not available for the regularly scheduled meeting on April 16.  

Refund request for Account #384 was tabled until the May meeting to obtain additional clarification from the FO.  

Gas employee report:  Two training sessions were attended in Garretson and Crooks. No replacement readers are available for the 1000 meters and parts have been ordered for the 400A readers. This involves 4 meters and readers will be replaced within the next week. The glass in two other meters will also be replaced.

The Q3 bill has been received for EFV installation at Golden West.  A motion by Elko, seconded by Froke to bill Golden West $1,639.27 for this installation.  All aye, motion carried.   

Considerable discussion occurred on the installation of shutoff valve at the district.  Boll was requested to get 2 bids and the Board will discuss at the next meeting on feasibility of installation vs cost.  

Apparently a laptop computer was purchased without receiving a second quote as requested by the Board at the March meeting.  

The staff will start alternating the meter reading for the two sections in town effective with
 the April reading.  

Quote has not been received for NG auto readers.  

The gas board received information from the PUC regarding new requirements if any underground facility is damaged dislocated or disturbed in advance of or during excavation work, the excavator shall immediately notify the one-call notification center and, if known, the operator of the facility of the damage, dislocation, or disturbance.  No excavator may conceal or attempt to conceal any damage, dislocation, or disturbance, nor may that excavator attempt to make any repair to the facility unless authorized by the operator of the facility.  If the damage, dislocation, or disturbance results in the escape of any flammable, toxic, or corrosive gas or liquid, the excavator shall immediately report the escape to the authorities by calling 911 emergency telephone number and notify the one-call notification center and, if known, the operator of the facility.  South Dakota One Call is requesting that each gas company now begin reporting all gas damages caused by excavation using the Damage Reporting Portal at the 811 website. The NG employee was notified that this information be reported within the week of the incident.  This information will not be used for enforcement purposes, unless it is introduced as evidence in an Official Complaint.  Boll was given a copy of the PUC notification to share with Beaner.


Considerable discussion occurred regarding purchasing a used pickup for NG usage.  Haviland will email Fred Konechne to check with Minnehaha County for availability of surplus vehicles. Boll is to check with Huron Federal surplus properties for availability of a used vehicle and state bid.  Item will be discussed at the May meeting.

Boll was instructed to complete the customer files before the May board meeting.

Boll confirmed that the bill from Sinset Technologies for $380.84 was to calibrate CGI meters.

Boll was given the mileage books and the daily tasks books that were previously approved and to implement the process starting April 24th, 2016.  The two sets are for each gas employee to record for accuracy, reporting to the Humboldt Municipal Gas Board and budget reporting. 

Employee Assistance Program:  The Avera Employee Assistance Program contract was discussed.  Elko to contact Avera to check if the fire department volunteers were included in the proposed contract.  Haviland will contact Midwest Family Counseling for a price quote.  Item tabled until the May meeting.  

Boll left at 8:00 pm.  

Supplier Bids:  Haviland will contact attorney for guidance on bid process.

Rate Analysis Quote:  Board is waiting for a second rate analysis quote.  Tabled until the May meeting.

Attorney:  Haviland will contact attorney to verify status of contract.

Bank Account:  Separate NG bank account will be implemented after joint meeting with TB.  Haviland will contact attorney for clarification of process. The NG Board is required to vote on NG Board Officers at the May meeting which may affect who will be authorized to sign checks.  

SD Fit Fund: Elko will contact the Fit Fund to verify whose names are on the NG funds as it appears that changes were made without the NG Board knowledge.  Haviland motioned to move $34,115 from Reliabank NG general ledger cash account to the SD Fit Fund NG Reserve Account as this fund pays a higher interest rate.  The total amount in the 3 NG Fit Funds will cover the bond payment due for 2018 of approximately $62,000.  Motion seconded by Betz.  All aye, motion carried.  

NG loss report and history:  Elko reported a loss of 274 therms for the March billing cycle.  Haviland to contact Boll and instruct him to contact GTS to conduct a leak survey focusing on the main line extension to Big J’s.  

Utility Account:  The past due/disconnects, late fees, abandoned/foreclosed property reports were reviewed with improvement noted.  A foreclosed property account #331 was sold and $3,374.61 in past due NG bills was collected.  

New service fee was discussed.  Haviland will contact Planning and Zoning to ensure that NG finalizes the cost for installation of the NG service for new construction before building permits are approved.  

Bills/financials/payroll:  The bills/financial/payroll where reviewed.  The drug test bill was discussed because of the cost.  The Board will explore other companies that could provide this service at a reduced cost.  Motion by Froke, seconded by Betz to approve the financials.   All aye, motion carried.

Board Training:  Chapter 9.02 of the City Ordinance was reviewed with proposed changes.  

Internal Audit:  An internal audit was conducted for the March billing cycle.  Boll will be instructed to check account #287 and #375 and to verify usage on account 413.15.

Betz left the meeting at 9:17pm for personal reason.  

Q3 Contract:  The Q3 emergency response contract for the period 4-1-2018/3-31-2019 was reviewed by the board.  The cost of having Q3 on retainer is $4,000 per year.   Because there is no alternative company to provide this service and an emergency response is required, a motion was made by Froke, seconded by Elko, to accept the contract for 2018.  All aye, motion carried.  

At 9:23pm  a motion by Elko to enter into Executive Session pursuant to SDCL1-25-2 for a personnel matter, seconded by Froke.  All aye, motion carried.   Erin Konechne left at 9:24 pm.

At 9:52 a motion by Elko to exit Executive Session, seconded by Froke.  All aye, motion carried. No votes or decisions were made as a result of the Executive Session.

With no further business to discuss, a motion by Froke, seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 9:54 PM.  All aye, motion carried.  

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko
                Board Member







  

