
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Thursday,  May 23, 2019 at the Humboldt Community Center. Meeting was reschedule from Monday, May 20 due to lack of quorum.  The meeting was called to order by Vice President Marlene Elko at 6:30 PM. Members present at roll call were Taylor Ekle, Briana Ries and Marlene Elko.  Brenda Haviland and Lynne Froke were absent with cause. Eugene Betz was present for city personnel.  Ladd McCluskey was also present.

Motion by Elko to amend the agenda to include PUC/Consultant and community meeting under item 12.  Seconded by Ries.  All ayes, motion carried.

The March 18, 2019 minutes were reviewed.  Elko requested the date of the minutes be changed to March 18 instead of February 18 and to change the word wheat to what under paragraph #3.  Motion by Ries, seconded by Elko to approved the amended minutes.    All ayes, motion carried.  Ekle abstained.

The April 15, 2019 minutes were reviewed.  Motion by Ries, seconded by Elko to approve.  All ayes, motion carried.  Ekle abstained.

Town Board approved appointment of Taylor Ekle to vacant position on the Natural Gas Board.  Her appointment runs through May 2024.

NG Utility Bill appeal:

Request to waive late fees of $15.20 on account #249.  Discussion occurred regarding the inclement weather and that customer had adequate time to submit payment timely.  Motion by Ekle to disapprove request, seconded by Ries.  All ayes, motion carried.

Account #276.  Customer requested to make $250 monthly payments and to waive late fees because the gas meter was inaccurately read in January, estimated usage for February was significantly understated, causing a bill in excess $700.00.  This error has significantly financially impacted the customer.  Motion by Elko, seconded by Ekle to waive late fees on the outstanding amount and entire bill to be paid by September 15, 2019.  

Account #402:  Homeowner moved into property that was being used as a rental unit with 3 gas meters.  He is occupying 2 of the units and renting the third unit.  Homeowner wanted clarification on the amount he would pay to have one meter removed because his situation does not meet the criteria for permanent disconnection of service.  He has also installed a downstream piping to heat the garage which will increase his gas usage.  Considerable discussion occurred regarding the situation.  Ekle motioned no removal fee other then labor, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.  Customer indicated he has considerable experience in utilities and would like to assist in rewriting the natural gas section of the ordinance.

Gas Employee Report:  Garretson provided training on odorator testing and they have been completed for the quarter.  He has completed 88 of his online courses out of 108.  He has made numerous calls regarding the mechanical fitting failure report requested by PUC.  He will contact Zanter for further guidance.  

License and insurance has been obtained for the NG pickup.  Betz is getting estimates for the damage done on the truck by the ice storm.  Two disconnects occurred in April.  

A draft letter to customers was reviewed to assist customers in understanding how their natural gas bill is calculated. Letter will be sent out with billing when finalized.  

Public Awareness brochures were ordered and will be sent out with the May monthly bills.  

Letter is being finalized for customer, account # 345, who tampered with the natural gas meter after service was disconnected due to non-payment.  Customer will be fined $250.  Future violation will result in permit removal of the  natural gas line at the home owner’s expense.  

Discussion occurred regarding numerous quotes Betz obtained to replace tires on the pickup.  Motion by Ries to approve $600 to replace tires at  Tires, Tires, Tires to include warranty, road hazard protection, and alignment, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.

Natural Gas Odorator and Locator Purchase:

Odorator has been ordered.  Vendor will demonstrate a locator for purchase once the sewer/water project begins.

NG loss report and history:  Elko reported that the cumulative losses within acceptable standards.  

Utility Account:   The late fee and past due reports were reviewed. Betz has drafted two letters to landlord with outstanding bills in excess of 6 months.  Tenants moved out without paying utility bill. Utility should have been disconnected and outstanding balance paid before another tenant was allowed to move in.  

Bills/financials/payroll:  All bills and payroll were reviewed.  Motion by Ekle, seconded 
by Elko to approve. All ayes, motion carried.  A review was made of the GL reports.

Reduction of Bond Debt:  Motion by Elko to pay $65,000 towards the December 1, 2022 bond payment.  The interest rate on this Coupon is 4% and results in a savings of $2,300 in interest.  Seconded by Ries.  All ayes, motion carried.  Board will revisit again in the fall to determine if additional payment can be made in addition to the regular payment due on December 1.

PUC/Consultant:  Elko reviewed the response provided to the PUC to seek assistance in getting the firm capacity back in Humboldt’s name which is currently held by CenterPoint.  Consultant will attend the June meeting.

Community Meeting:  Considerable discussion occurred regarding holding a community meeting this summer to discuss the future of the natural gas system.  The natural gas board will attend the next town board meeting for further discussion.

Election of Officers:  Tabled until the June meeting due to absence of two board members.

Board Training:  Internal audit was contacted on the April billing cycle.

Internal Audit:  Internal audit was conducted on the April natural gas meter readings.

Pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2, personnel matters, Motion by Ekle, seconded by Ries to enter executive session at 9:31 PM.   All ayes, motion carried.  Motion by Elko, seconded by Ekle to exit executive session at 9:53 pm.  No votes or motions were made as a result of the Executive Session.

Motion by Elko to increase Natural Gas employee Betz’s hourly rate by $2.00 an hour for completion of 88 of his online natural gas sections (75%) as stipulated in his job offer.  Pay increase is effective June 17, 2019.  Seconded by Ekle.  All ayes, motion carried. Betz was asked to create an electronic spreadsheet for ease in reading meters.  Ekle volunteered to assist if needed.  He was also reminded to contact Board President for leave approval to insure natural gas coverage during his absence.

With no further business motion by Ekle, seconded by Elko to adjourn meeting at 10:04 pm.  



ATTEST:  Marlene Elko 
                Vice President





