
Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, July 23, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center.  Meeting was rescheduled from July16, 2018 due to lack of quorum.   The meeting was called to order by Brenda Haviland at 6:30 pm.  Members present  were  Brenda Haviland, Eugene Betz and Marlene Elko.  Lynn Froke was absent with cause.    Donnie Boll and Mike Beaner city personnel were absent with cause.  

Motion by Elko to amend the agenda to include the Q3 contract invoice for $4,000 under Bills and Financials.  Seconded by Betz as amended.  All ayes, motion carried.

The June 18, 2018 minutes were reviewed.  Motion by Betz, seconded by Haviland to approve minutes.  All ayes, motion carried.

Gas Employee Report:  No natural gas report was submitted by Boll as requested.

During the cleanup at city hall, NG cloth bags were found.  It was suggested by Betz that the gas employee/board attend the West Central back to school orientation scheduled for Thursday, August 16 from 12 noon until 7:00pm.  These bags would be handed out to parents along with  the NG pens, coloring books, and calendars for Public Awareness.  Motion by Betz, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.

Elko will follow up with Lund to see if the NG building permits for new construction have been paid.

Supplier Bids:  Two supplier bids were received, one from CenterPoint Energy and one from Encore Energy.  Bids were reviewed and it was suggested that both companies be invited to attend the August meeting to answer questions regarding their Request For Proposal.  The August meeting will be moved to 6:00 to allow adequate time.

Auto Meter Readers:  A second quote was received from Dakota Supply Group (DSG).  The new quote to install auto readers was for $41,470.  This quote includes an annual fee of $5,172 for access to the Aclara Wireless Network for STAR.  Fee includes support, private APN, VPN and 100 MB cellular data plan.  Considerable discussion occurred regarding the high cost to install auto readers especially because of concerns from residents regarding the high cost per therm for natural gas.  Question was whether this was good utilization of natural gas funds.  

Based on  approximately 270 users, the cost is $153.59 per NG household for installation.  The annual fee per household is $1.59 per month.  The natural gas employee is still required to conduct safety checks which is currently completed monthly when the meters are read.  This documents that monthly safety checks are completed.  The Town Board has also passed a considerable increase in the monthly sewer and water rates effective September 1 which will significantly impact all the residents.  Haviland will contact Don Boll to obtain another supplier for a quote with the same system that Garretson uses.

Due to safety concerns and the financial impact, Betz made a motion not to approve the quote from DSG, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.

Rate Analysis Quote:  Motion by Elko to approve a rate analysis be conducted by Utility Safety and Design Inc. for $2,000.  Seconded by Betz.  All ayes, motion carried.  Elko will contact the company to proceed with the analysis.

Bank Account:  Tabled until after joint meeting with Town Board.

SD Fit Fund:  Haviland to contact Schoenfish for clarification.

NG loss report:  Elko was unable to complete loss report until equipment repair and software update which should be completed by end of July or early August.

Utility Account:  The Board reviewed the past due accounts with no action necessary.

Bills/financials/payroll:  The bills, financials, and payroll were reviewed.  Motion by Elko to approve, including the Q3 invoice for $4,000, seconded by Betz.  All ayes, motion carried.  

Board Training:  Chapter 9.0215 of the City Ordinance was reviewed for proposed changes.

Internal Audit:  Internal audit was conducted for the June billing cycle.  

At 7:58, a motion by Elko to enter into Executive Session pursuant toSDCL 1-25-2 for a personnel matter, seconded by Betz.  All ayes, motion carried.

At 8:18pm, a motion by Betz to exit Executive Session, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.  No votes or decisions were made as a result of the Executive Session.

With no further business to discuss, a motion by Betz, seconded by Elko to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 pm.

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko
                 Board Member








