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The Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Tuesday, November 20, 2018 at Humboldt City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by President, Brenda Haviland at 6:30 p.m.  Members present at roll call were BrendaHaviland, Lynn Froke and Marlene Elko.  Donnie Boll was present for city personnel.  Eugene Betz was absent with cause. Randy Schoenfish and Betsy Raymond, Schoenfish & Co., Inc., Certified Public Accountants, were present and entered the meeting at 7:05 pm.  

Motion by Elko to amend the agenda to include Schoenfish Auditing Firm under item #8.  Haviland motioned to add Humboldt sign under item #24.  Seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.

The October 15, 2018 minutes reviewed were reviewed.  Motion by Froke, seconded by Haviland to approve the minutes.  All ayes, motion carried.  

Auto meter readers:  Elko will contact Metering Technology Solutions to obtain a formal typed price quotation.  

Gas employee report:  Installation of new services has been completed.  Elko will work with Boll to finalize cost of installation for each service line.  The service line was moved behind the old cafe/hardware store along with removing 2 meters that serviced apartments in the old cafe because of the new construction of an event center for the bar.  Boll was reminded that this should have been approved by the board prior to installation for a cost estimate and payment.  Meter reading alternating is being done.  Elko will work with Boll to complete the ditch cards.  

CenterPoint continues to have difficulty dialing into the meter at the TBS.  Haviland will contact Honeywell and Verizon to troubleshoot additional options.  

No used vehicles are available through federal excess properties.  Boll will continue to search for availability.  

Boll and Beaner were requested to watch the video that was made available by Mary Zanter, PUC, regarding the natural gas explosion that occurred in Sun Prairie, WI this summer as a result of  contractor hitting a gas line while installing fiber optics.  This awareness is especially important because of the 2019 Phase II Sewer Project in Humboldt because contractors will be excavating along the pipeline.  

Past due, disconnects, and no access were discussed.  

Boll was requested to order bookmarks and pencils for public awareness that will be handed out at the Humboldt West Central Elementary School next spring.

Elko and Boll set up a booth at Turkey Day on November 17, 2018, handling out yellow NG nylon grocery bags along with other public awareness information.  Boll left the meeting at 7:15 pm.  

Randy Schoenfish, from  Schoenfish & Company, Inc., Certified Public Accountants, discussed the 2016/2017 audit regarding the natural gas side of the audit.  The board had questions regarding the statement made in the audit that indicated that the “natural gas funds were overstated and the general ledger funds were understated”. Discussion occurred regarding that statement because the audit did not reflect how much the NG funds were overstated.   The firm was unable to answer some questions presented to them because they did not have the audit paperwork with them.  They indicated that they would be getting back to the Board with that information.      

Rate Analysis:  The rate analysis is scheduled to be completed in December in time for the monthly board meeting.

Consultant:  Elko and Haviland will conduct conference call with consultant the first week in December.

Public Awareness Survey:  A total of 44 surveys were sent to Current Resident who live along the HMGU pipeline.   Ten surveys were returned for a 23% return rate.   A total of 263 surveys were sent out to current natural gas customers and residents of the town of Humboldt.   A total of 107 surveys were returned for a return rate of 40.7%.   A recap of the survey responses is available at City Hall. Elko has finalized responses for the PUC audit and the report will be send to the PUC the first week in December.  Approximately $2,100 credit was given to 105 natural gas customers for completing the survey which will be reflected in the December billing cycle. The drawing for 3 natural gas carbon monoxide alarms occurred.  Winners were:  Jess Sieverding, Heidi Durband, and Kevin Busse.

Public Awareness Policy:  Tabled until December meeting.  

NG sign on town billboard:  Sign already posted without final approval by the NG Board,  

Permanent Disconnect Fee:  First reading of resolution NG Resolution 19-01 was conducted increasing the permanent disconnect fee from $200 to $500.

Bank Account:  No further action will be taken on this item.

SD Fit Fund:  $34,115 was moved to the SD Fit Fund Reserve Account.  This account pays a higher interest rate on these funds. This money is being set aside for a future bond payments/emergency repair.

NG loss report:  Elko reported that the cumulative loss is within acceptable standard.

Utility Account:  The past due accounts were reviewed.  Three shut offs occurred during October.  

Bills/financials/payroll:  All bills and payroll were reviewed.  Motion by Elko to approve, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.  Elko to contact Beaner to included itemized bill along with names for meals paid during the installation of new services.  A review was made of the GL reports.

Board Training:  Training was conducted on the Schoenfish 2016/2017 audit.

NG Signage:  Item Tabled until the December meeting.  

With no further business, Elko motion to adjourn seconded by Froke. All ayes, motion carried meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.  

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko
                 Board Member




HUMBOLDT MUNICIPAL GAS 
RESOLUTION #NG 19-01

A RESOLUTION SETTING FORTH A SCHEDULE OF NATURAL GAS FEES FOR USE BY THE  HUMBOLDT MUNICIPAL GAS UTILITY.  BE IT RESOLVED that the following schedule shall be effective as of the date of this Resolution for the following services provided by Humboldt Municipal Gas:


	Natural Gas Payment Late Fee	..............................10%  month
	Natural Gas Service Disconnect………….. …………………................................................................…$25 
	Natural Gas Service Reconnect.………….. ……………….........................................................….......…$25 
	Natural Gas Reconnect after 3:00pm............................................................................................................$50
               No Access Fee..............................................................................................................................................$50
               (Charged after second consecutive month of no access)
	Permanent Disconnection of Service..........................................................................................................$500
	Reconnection of Service after Permanent Disconnection..........................................................................$500

               NATURAL GAS BASIC SERVICE FEE 

              Residential:  The occupant or owner of each dwelling house, apartment, or building used, 
              whether occupied or unoccupied, for residential purposes, a monthly basic service fee will be
              charged for a dwelling. The natural gas basic service fee......................................................... $20 per month

              Commercial:   Commercial business natural gas basic service fee.......................................... $20 per month

              Large User:  Large user natural gas basic service fee ............................................................ $110 per month


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the city office employee with concurrence of the Natural Gas Board President, shall determine as to the rate payable to the Humboldt Municipal Gas.

As provided by SDCL 9-39-23 this Resolution shall be effective upon publication of the Notice of Adoption and replaces any previously stated rates.

Dated this 20th day of November,  2018.
							___________________________
							Brenda Haviland, President
							Humboldt Municipal Gas Utility
							City of Humboldt, South Dakota
ATTEST:

__________________________
Marlene Elko
Board Member				
						
Passed and Adopted: 11/20/18
Published: 
















						







                         

