
[bookmark: _GoBack]Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, August 20, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center.   The meeting was called to order by Brenda Haviland at 6:30 pm.  Members present  were  Brenda Haviland, Eugene Betz, Lynn Froke and Marlene Elko.  

Motion by Elko to amend the agenda to move # 6 - Natural Gas Report to under #12 as Donnie Boll was attending the Humboldt Elementary Open House handing out natural gas public awareness information.  Seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.

The July 23, 2018 minutes were reviewed.  Motion by Froke, seconded by Betz to approve the minutes.  All ayes, motion carried.

Rate Analysis:  Utility Safety and Design, Inc. has been contacted and they will be conducting the rate analysis toward the end of August or early September timeframe.

Bank Account:   Board willhold off on separate bank account until after the TB/NG boards develop a formal written agreement.

SD Fit Fund:  No action taken until September.  Elko will contact SD Fit to determine the authorized names on the account.

Don Boll entered the meeting at 6:55 pm.

Supplier Bids:  Brian Charlton and Jon Jacobson, CenterPoint Energy, joined the meeting via conference call at 7:00 pm.  Considerable discussion occurred regarding the Request For Proposal that CenterPoint submitted.  If approved, would go into effect on November 1, 2018. Discussion occurred regarding access usage,  monthly market price, fixed price for three years and high peak demand. 

Charlton reminded the board that the current contract delivery option is 1,620 therms per day during peak usage for the months of October thru April.  Humboldt has exceeded that amount numerous times during the month of January 2018.  He indicated he would look at the number of times we exceeded this amount for the past three years and will send the report to the Board.  CenterPoint requested that the Board look at usage during peak months prior to adding new customers.  Exceeding the 1,620 therms per day could result in a higher firm demand charge.  CenterPoint indicated they are unable to reduce the $.09 cents per therm, Firm Demand price currently being charged on the monthly invoice.  

Discussions also included what effect the towns of Crooks and Garretson has on Humboldt’s line because they have been adding a considerable number of new users.  Crooks tapped into the Humboldt line in the 1997 timeframe.  The Board will need to discuss this with Northern Natural Gas.  Continual  growth could result in an infrastructural build out which is extremely expensive.

Discussion occurred regarding having “Interruptible Customers” these would be businesses, where they would have a secondary source of heating, in the event of high demand interruption although  it is very rare that Northern Natural Gas would cut service during this high usage period.  CenterPoint owns Humboldt’s current capacity and if we change suppliers, the capacity does not transfer. With no further discussion,  CenterPoint ended the conference call.  More discussion will occur at the next NG Board meeting.

Bills/financials/payroll:  All bills, financials and payroll were reviewed.  Froke motioned to approve the financials with the following changes:  approve $170.72 -  gas for vehicle as the one bill was gas for mowers, and approve meals totaling $64.53 for July 16 NG training with Crooks and Garretson and disallow the meals charged on July 30 and 31 for city employees when City Hall moved.  Seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.  Haviland asked Boll to review all the NG bills in the future prior to the monthly meeting.

The NG general ledger accounts were reviewed.  A special meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, August 29, 2018 at 6:30 pm to prepare the 2019 Natural Gas budget.  

The new hire agenda item was moved to the August 29 meeting.  

Gas Employee Report:  Boll reported readers for the 1000 meters have been received and will be installed soon and they are alternating meter readings monthly.  GTS is conducting the 5 year leak survey and will be finished on Tuesday.  Boll was asked that they include the line to Big J’s and the new twin home.  Boll was also asked to get a copy of the monthly disconnects and no access accounts and provide information monthly at the board meeting.  He was also requested to keep checking availability of a used vehicle.  Boll requested a second quote for auto readers and it should be received by the end of the week.  Boll will continue to follow up on payment for building permit for two new homes requesting natural gas.

Due to issues at theTBS, Elko was unable to provide a loss report. Repairman is coming on Monday to complete repair at the TBS.

Board Training:  Training was completed on the employee task log and mileage log.  

Internal Audit:  The internal audit will be conducted at the special meeting.

With no further business, Elko motioned to adjourn, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:48 pm.

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko 
                 Board Member 





