
[bookmark: _GoBack]Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, October 15, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center.   The meeting was called to order by Brenda Haviland at 6:30 pm.  Members present  were  Brenda Haviland, Eugene Betz, and Marlene Elko.  Lynn Froke was absent.  Donnie Boll was present for city employees.

Motion by Betz to approve the agenda, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.

The September 17, 2018 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Betz, seconded by Haviland to approve the minutes.   All ayes, motion carried.

Auto meter readers: Tabled until 2020 after review and preparation of 2020 budget.

Gas Employee Report:  Service was installed at the newly constructed home on Carlson. The other two new services will be installed within the next two weeks.

Three services were capped at the main:  Interactive building, Kevin Dale property, and the old pump house. Boll will complete the Ditch card for each project. Meter reading alternating is being done. 

 A natural gas public awareness booth will be set up at Turkey Day scheduled for November 17. The public awareness survey was finalized and will be sent out with the October billing.  Motion by Elko to give $20.00 NG credit to NG customer’s bill for those returning the completed survey and to approve $120.00 toward purchase of 3 natural gas carbon monoxide alarms. Motion seconded by Betz. All ayes, motion carried.  Boll will purchase the alarms. 

Motion by Elko to approve $300 for 2019 magnetic calendars, pencils, and bookmarks for public awareness. Seconded by Betz, all ayes, motion carried.

No used vehicles are available through federal excess properties. Boll will continue to search availability. Haviland will contact Schmeichel to see how we would pay for it once one becomes available.

Modum was installed at theTBS. CenterPoint is having difficulty dialing in. Haviland will contact Honeywell and Verizon to troubleshoot additional options. Boll will email CenterPoint regarding manual reads going forward.  

Elko will contact FO regarding late fees.

Boll was reminded that all natural gas paperwork including locates be organized and filed at city hall. 

Rate Analysis:  Additional information has been requested and will be submitted to the firm conducting the rate analysis.

Consultant:  Two contracts signed in 2007 between Humboldt and NW Energy and CenterPoint have been copied and forwarded to the consultant.

Public Awareness: The public awareness survey was finalized and will need to be printed. Motion by Elko to approve printing fees of $60 at Federal Express, seconded by Betz.   All ayes, motion carried. 

The survey, public awareness brochure, and stamped return envelope will also be sent out to 44 “Current Residents” who live 1/2 mile of the pipeline as required by PUC.  Completed survey will be eligible for the drawing for the carbon monoxide alarms. 

Review and Edit Public Awareness Policy:  The Humboldt Public Awareness Policy will be forwarded to all board members for review.   Suggested changes will be discussed at the next board meeting.  Boll was asked to review and submit suggested changes. Boll was reminded that he is required to review and document  annual review of the public awareness program as required by PUC.  Additional changes to the Public Awareness Brochure were noted and will be made prior to the next printing.

New Hire:  Vacancy announcement has been placed and opening closes on November 2.

NG Sign on Town billboard:  HMGU will include signage on the Humboldt billboard along Hwy 38. The call before you dig 811 information will be included in the signage. Boll was instructed to contact Signarama to finalize.  Boll left the meeting at 8:30.

Permanent Disconnect Fee:  Motion by Betz to increase permanent disconnect fee to $500.00, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried.  Resolution will be prepared for first reading at November meeting.  

Bank Account:  Tabled until November meeting.

SD Fit Fund:  Elko to check with Lund for status of transfer.

NG loss report and history:   Elko reported that due to meter malfunction at TBS, loss was up slightly because CenterPoint was unable to provide audit trail.

Utility Account:  No past due/disconnects or no access fees occurred during September. 

Bills/financials/payroll:   All bills financials and payroll were reviewed.  Motion by Betz to approve, seconded by Elko.  All ayes, motion carried. A review was made of the GL reports.  

Board Training:  Training was conducted on Public Awareness.

Internal Audit:   Internal audit was conducted for the September billing cycle.

With no further business, Elko motioned to adjourn,  seconded by Betz. All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:13 PM.

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko 
                Board Member 












