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Humboldt Natural Gas Board met in regular session on Monday, September 17, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center.   The meeting was called to order by Brenda Haviland at 6:30 pm.  Members present  were  Brenda Haviland, Eugene Betz, Lynn Froke and Marlene Elko.  Donnie Boll and Mike Beaner were present for city employees.

Motion by Elko to amend the agenda to include the August 29, 2018 special meeting minutes, seconded by Froke. All ayes, motion carried.

The August 20, 2018 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Froke, seconded by Betz to approve the minutes.   All ayes, motion carried.

The August 29, 2018 minutes were reviewed. Motion by Betz to amend the meeting date to August 29 instead of August 22, seconded by Froke. All ayes, motion carried.

Gas Employee Report:  Boll reported that repair at the TBS is scheduled for Monday. All readers for the 1000 meters have been replaced. Boll will check for availability of purchasing a single cab 4-wheel vehicle for natural gas.  New service at the two newly built homes is tentatively scheduled for next week.  Boll was reminded that all natural gas paperwork including locates be organized and filed at city hall. 

Beaner discussed the bid for auto readers from Metering and Technology Solutions.  The estimated quote was $30,120 plus $1,500 per year service fee. This estimate included a hand-held mobile reading device.

CenterPoint: Brian Charlton joined the meeting via conference call at 7:00 PM. Considerable discussion occurred regarding the natural gas prices during the timeframe of October through April. CenterPoint provided prices for lock in rates for a six-month period of October through April and for a three month period December through February 2019. Call ended at 7:20pm.

Gas Employee Report continued:  The leak survey was completed which included the gas line extension to Big J’s, the new twin home, starting on 2nd Ave to Main Street, all homes and main line on east side of 2nd Ave and Main Street to 6th Ave. Boll was requested to verify the charges on bill from GTS.

Extensive discussion occurred regarding the PUC audit conducted on August 8th. The audit covered the Natural Gas Public Awareness Program. BlueOtter (APGA) was used to conduct the program effectiveness with a survey in April 2017. Due to the low response from that survey, PUC requires another survey  this year. The NG employees and the Board will develop a survey and send out in November. Several other deficiencies were noted in the audit with
 corrective action completed with a report to the PUC by January 15, 2019. The gas employees were reminded of their responsibilities for all aspects of the natural gas program.  Boll and Beaner left the meeting at 8:34 PM.

CenterPoint :  The CenterPoint contract will continue to roll over for one additional year.  Motion by Elko to lock in NG rates for the months of December, January, and February at 75% of historical usage, seconded by Froke.  All ayes, motion carried.  Elko will contact CenterPoint.

Consultant:  Contract has been signed and work has started in accordance with contract.

Rate Analysis: Elko reported that requested information has been submitted to the contractor for the rate analysis.  Contractor indicated a completion date before the October board meeting.

Bank account:  Tabled Until October meeting.

SD Fit Fund:  Tabled until October meeting.

Utility Account Late Fees:  A review was conducted on Revenue/Expenditure monthly summary report. 

Bills/financials/payroll:   All bills financials and payroll were reviewed.  Motion by Betz, pending clarification of GTS and padlock purchase, to approve, seconded by Froke. All ayes, motion carried.

GL Review:  Reports were not provided to Board. Elko will request cumulative reports from the Finance Officer.

2019 Budget:  Second reading of budget scheduled by town board at their next meeting.

New Hire: Elko motioned to begin recruitment of full time natural gas employee with advertisement not-to-exceed $500, seconded by Betz. All ayes, motion carried. Advertisement will occur in sources such as Keloland Jobs, SF jobs,  MTI, and Wisconsin Technical School that has a gas curriculum program.  Haviland will prepare and place ad.

Internal Audit:   Internal audit was conducted for the August billing cycle.

Board training:  Section 9.0216 - 9.0223 of the City Ordinance were reviewed or proposed changes. Proposed changes will be submitted to Town Board once the Natural Gas Board acts on the cost for permanent disconnection of NG Service. 

With no further business, Elko motioned to adjourn,  seconded by Froke. Al ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:48 PM.

ATTEST:  Marlene Elko 
                Board Member 

 




