Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday January 18, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall. The meeting was rescheduled from January 11th. Mayor Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:30pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Heather VanZee, Theresa Muth and Allen Schmeichel. Amanda Siemonsma and Daryl Sieverding were present for city personnel. Others present were Fred and Erin Konechne and Jon Fischer and Jon Brown from Stockwell Engineers. 
The night’s agenda was approved on a motion by VanZee and a second from Griepp. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Griepp and seconded by VanZee to approve the minutes for the regular meeting held on December 14, 2015. Motion passed with 4 members voting aye and Muth abstaining. 
Business: Utility billing was discussed including assessments, delinquent accounts and shutoffs. Unpaid utilities from 2015 were sent to the county to be assessed to the property taxes. The county is no longer able to accept unpaid utilities and assess these on the taxes; therefore, going forward, unpaid and delinquent utilities on properties during the year will be taken into consideration to be taken to small claims court if no other means of collecting is obtainable. Delinquent account and shutoffs will be discussed each month. 

City garbage license renewal applications for 2016 were reviewed. Addy Disposal completed and returned an application along with the required $200 fee for the license. On a motion by Muth and a second from Schmeichel the Addy Disposal application was approved. Motion carried. Addy will continue service in Humboldt through 2016.Cressman Sanitation has not yet returned their application. 


The replacement of the HCC heaters was discussed. The city has advertised for sealed bids for this project to be accepted through February 5th. Bid specifications are available at the finance office. The bids shall be opened at the first regular meeting in February. 


2016 state rates were discussed. The city will abide by these new rates into 2016 for employees and council members for mileage, travel and conferences set by the state. 

Election 2016 will occur on April 12th. 3 seats on the Town Board will become vacant. Petitions can be picked up at the finance office and circulation can begin no earlier than January 29th. 


The Board of Equalization will meet on March 15, 2016 at 7pm to hear any appeals to property taxes. Please contact the finance office to reserve a meeting time. 


The fees for new building permits were discussed. The fees have not changed since 2005. After some discussion a motion was made by Lund and seconded by Schmeichel to leave the fees the same at the time. Motion carried. 

Resolution 16-01-11-01, the schedule of fees and fines for the City of Humboldt was discussed. There were no significant changes made to the schedule from last year accept the amount charged for utility late fees went up to $30 and the amounts charged for disconnect/reconnect fees went up to $100 each. On a motion by VanZee and a second from Muth, the resolution was accepted. Motion carried. 


Resolution 16-01-11-02, the salaries resolution for the City of Humboldt, including employees and board members was tabled until the next meeting on a motion by Lund and a second from Schmeichel. Motion carried. 


Resolution 16-01-11-03, the resolution for a new City of Humboldt plat was discussed. The Planning and Zoning board met and recommended to the Town board the approval of the new plat. The new plats reside on 5th Avenue and consist of moving a property line to include trees onto one plat that were previously planted on the other property. Muth made a motion to accept the PZ Board recommendation and approve the new plot. The motion was seconded by Lund. Motion carried. 

The board received an invoice from West Central for work that was completed on the school property. The invoice was reviewed by the board and after some discussion the payment could not be approved until the Real Estate & Purchase Exchange can be reviewed in more detail to see what the exact payment agreement entails. Board asked Siemonsma to review the agreement and to pull up previous payments made to West Central regarding the land exchange and purchase. More information and discussion will be available at the next meeting. 


The board did not hold a second reading of Ordinance # 15-12-14, the ordinance authorizing the grant of cable communications franchises in the City of Humboldt. The board would like clarification on the option to tier the franchise fees charged based on the services held. More information and discussion will be available at the next meeting.

Jon Fischer and Jon Brown were present to discuss the need to hold a public meeting. The meeting will be for residents to hear about the potential plan of adding curb and gutter in town. The curb and gutter will be a great addition to the city but the addition will not be possible without the approval of the residents affected. Fischer and Brown would like to hold the public meeting as soon as in February. The sooner the meeting is held the better to assure proper planning, both for the residents and the engineers. More information and discussion will be available at the next meeting
Department Reports:
Fire Department – Fireman Annual Meeting was held on January 16, 2016. Unfortunately, no board members were able to attend due to some unforeseen circumstances. The Firemen will also be hosting their annual dinner on February 6, 2016. All board members are planning to attend. 
Sheriff – 45.62 hours were reported in December. A full report is on file at the Finance Office.  
Utility Manager – Daryl Sieverding presented to the council the need for a new plow. The current city plow needs to be replaced after this winter because of age and repair needs. Sieverding will present the council with a couple different bids on plows at the next meeting. 

HCC – Tables and chairs are missing from the Community Center. Renters will be held responsible for missing or broken items in the future. If anyone is aware of the missing items, please contact City Hall. 
Claims: All claims for the month and current payroll were approved on a motion by Muth and a second from VanZee. Motion passed with all present members voting aye. List of claims in the amount of $54,467.23 are as follows: A1 ELECTRIC 223.01 hcc furnace repair; ADDY 50.00 garbage; ANDERSON PUB 464.12 ads; ATS 119.24 vehicle service; B&A COMPUTERS 436.00 comp support/server; CENTERPOINT 15056.90 ng supply; CONCRETE MATERIALS 832.72 sand/salt; FRIENDLYS 423.39 gas; G&K 255.78 linens/rugs; GOLDENWEST 124.79 phone/fax; HARMS OIL 9835.09 road paving by friendlys; HBC 54.93 supplies; HELPLINE 103.00 ng line; HILLYARD 190.50 hcc sup; HUMANE SOCIETY 137.18 services; JARDING CONST 75.00 hauling; KOLBACH 400.00 fo rent; KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 100.00 santa claus;  MARCO 121.90 printer; MCEDA 1500.00 annual fee; MEIERHENRY 372.00 attorney; MCWC 1885.16 water supply; MTI 1000.00 energy u curr;  PAUL CLARKE 50.00 inspections; PITNEY BOWES 300.57 postage/ink; POST OFFICE 68.00 po box; PRIVATE CLIENT GROUP 210.39 cc machine fee; RELIABANK 687.44 ball loan; SAMS CARD 1997.52 charges; SD TREASURER 2300.62 ng tax; SEAFOG 30.00 fo fee; SECOG 879.00 annual fee; SIOUX VALLEY ENERGY 742.76 electric; STOCKWELL 12500.00 services; TOWN OF HUMBOLDT 885.05 utilities UNEMPLOYMENT INS 12.42 insurance.  January payroll totals were 8968.23.  
On a motion by Schmeichel, the council entered executive session at 9:46pm to discuss personnel matters. The motion was seconded by Lund. All persons not on the board left the meeting. Council exited executive session at 10:06pm. No motions were made as a result of executive session. 

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 10:07pm on a motion by Muth and a second from VanZee.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

