Humboldt Town Board Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt Town Board met in regular session on Monday, January 22, 2018 at Humboldt City Hall. President Allen Schmeichel called the meeting to order at 7:01pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Ritchy Griepp, Theresa Muth and Heather Van Zee. Laura Schultz was present for city personnel. Others present were Marlene Elko, Eugene Betz, Fred Konechne, Erin Konechne and Heath Siemonsma. 
Request from Schultz to amend the agenda to add Verizon Contract under old business item d. Motion to approve the amended agenda was made by Muth and seconded by Van Zee. All aye, motion carried.
Motion to approve January 9, 2018 minutes was made by Van Zee and seconded by Schmeichel. Muth and Griepp abstained. All aye, motion carried.
Open Discussion: Schmeichel had asked Schultz to research tax levies in Minnehaha County. Humboldt is right in line with the other communities in the county. 
Natural Gas Board: Marlene Elko gave the Natural Gas Board update. The Natural Gas board met on January 15th, 2018. Items of discussion were: a presentation from Encore Energy, cost of natural gas per therm, PUC audit, paperwork and ongoing training, public awareness, foreclosed/abandoned homes in town, a fines and fees resolution, the large natural gas bond payment and the new appointee to the Natural Gas board. Motion by Lund to approve Eugene Betz to the Natural Gas board was seconded by Van Zee. All aye, motion carried. 
Schmeichel asked about the Town Board and the Natural Gas board working on a joint project to move forward. Elko stated that President Haviland was on vacation until after February 6th. 
Planning Commission: Planning and Zoning met on January 22nd at 6pm. They are continuing to work on updating planning and zoning regulations. It has been requested from the Planning and Zoning board that 2 or 3 Town Board members attend their meeting to give input on the updates. 
Old Business: City owned land has been valued at $0 by 3 different residents. Schultz will follow up with the city attorney on the resolution needed and the Quit Claim Deed paperwork.
The boiler once again went out in City Hall and mice have been again caught. Discussion of options for when lease is up in July 2018. Siemonsma Properties has office space for rent and a proposal has been received. Budget, timing, a new City Hall and space were all discussed. Schultz will follow up with Patrick Glover about early termination of the lease.  
Resolution 18-03 was presented. Much discussion about the finances of the city. Overall the Town of Humboldt is financially healthy. Because the General Fund needs to balance by department and due to unforeseen repairs, the contingency fund transfer and supplemental appropriation ordinance was necessary in 2017. Schultz reported that general fund for 2017 overall had approximately $35,700 more than budgeted revenue and general fund expenses were approximately $24,900 under budget. 

Motion by Lund to approve Resolution #18-03 was seconded by Van Zee. All aye, motion carried.

 CITY OF HUMBOLDT

RESOLUTION # 18-03

TRANSFER FROM CONTINGENCY FUND

WHEREAS, insufficient appropriation was made in the 2017 adopted budget for the following departments to discharge just obligations of said appropriations; and

WHEREAS SDCL 9-21-6.1 provides that transfers be made by resolution of the board from the contingency appropriations established pursuant to SDCL 9-21-6.1 to other appropriations; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the appropriation be transferred from the contingency budget to the following department budgets:

213-470                    3RD Penny

$484.70

101-440                    Humane Society
$342.41
101-430.1                 NG Board Members
$160.11

101-422.8                 Humboldt EMT'S
$2,349.00

Total



$3,336.22

Dated this 22nd day of January, 2018.








___________________________








Allen Schmeichel








City of Humboldt, South Dakota

ATTEST:

__________________________

Laura Schultz

Finance Officer





Passed and Adopted: 1/22/18

Published: 2/8/18

(seal)

Updated version on the Verizon contract was looked at by the attorney. The two items that were questioned had been satisfied according to Glover. Planning and Zoning would like Verizon to file and pay for a building permit. Schultz will follow up on the contract and the building permit.
New Business: Humboldt Fire and Ambulance has requested to add an iPad data plan onto the city’s Verizon account. Cost to add this data plan is $39.99/month. Fred Konechne advised it was to keep more accurate records in the Ambulance. Motion by Schmeichel to approve the data plan was seconded by Muth. All aye, motion carried. Schultz will follow up. 

Schmeichel challenged the board to be thinking of ways to save the town money or look for other areas of improvement. These items could be part of the long-range plan for Humboldt. 

First reading of Ordinance 18-02, 2017 Supplemental Appropriation. Motion by Griepp and second by Van Zee to approve the first reading of Ordinance 18-02. All aye, motion carried. 

Department Reports: 
Utility Manager: 
Request from Schmeichel to obtain the state bid for a lease on the payloader. The cost of leasing versus buying was discussed. 
Finance Officer: 

Schultz requested to move the February 12th, 2018 Town Board meeting. She will follow up with the board on the new dated. Notice will be posted in City Hall and online. 
Schultz is still working the SDRS on Boll’s retirement and qualifications. The Natural Gas board is also discussing this topic. 

Large accumulated balances and a past due policy was discussed. Discussion on how to bring people to town to buy the foreclosed houses. These large outstanding utility balances may deter some from buying the property. Topic added to the next Town Board meeting agenda. The Natural Gas board is also discussing this topic.
With the change from rounding water from 1000 gallons to 1 gallon there were a few water bills with small balances in January. No water later fees were applied for any balance created due to the system issue. Schultz requested a waiving of water late fees for Luddens. Motion by Lund to waive Luddens water late fees in January was seconded by Schmeichel. All aye, motion carried.
Due to a later than normal school board meeting, West Central’s utility bill was late in January. Request by Schultz to waive West Central’s late fees. The check has been received and this is not a common occurrence. Motion by Schmeichel to waive West Central’s January late fees was seconded by Muth. All aye, motion carried.
Claims: Payroll, bills and financials were reviewed and discussed. Claims list detailed below. Motion by Van Zee to approve was seconded by Griepp. All aye, motion carried. 

Question on the Interactive Building. Schultz reported that the attorney and building inspector are still working to gain access for the inspection. Question on grants available to tear it down. 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12pm on a motion by Muth and a second from Griepp. All aye, motion carried. 

Claims list approved by the Town of Humboldt Town Board on January 22, 2018:  Total claims in the amount of: 7,536.29 PAYROLL 5,097.28 (General Fund: $1,753.55, Water Fund: $980.88, Sewer Fund: $945.97, Natural Gas Fund: $1416.88) SAMS CLUB MC/SYNCB $2,439.01 CREDIT CARD.
ATTEST:
Laura Schultz
City Finance Officer

