Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday January 25, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Heather VanZee, Theresa Muth and Allen Schmeichel. Amanda Siemonsma and Daryl Sieverding were present for city personnel. Others present were Erin Konechne, Dave and Diane Rieck, Jon Fischer from Stockwell Engineers, Mike Garrey and Attorney Patrick Glover present via phone conference. 
The night’s agenda was approved on a motion by Schmeichel and a second from VanZee. Motion carried. 

Meeting minutes were not available and will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
Business: Mike Garrey was present to give the Natural Gas board report. Garrey stated that the employees are doing well with the natural gas duties and they are keeping well organized and up to date. The meter audit continues and they will start to change out the meters and recalibrate them as well. Past due accounts have been reviewed and to date about $8000 has been collected for the natural gas funds. Everyone resident needs to be held to the same standard for paying utilities owed.  Businesses should be held to a higher standard as they are making a profit and the city will not be carrying the bills. Lastly, extending the gas main across highway 38 is in the first stages of planning. This initial stage is for gathering information and numbers on costs. More information on the gas main extension will follow in the months to come. 

Dave and Diane Rieck were present to be heard by the board to dispute the utility amounts owed on a couple rental properties. Rieck’s feel that the utilities were not terminated soon enough due to non-payment from the renters and that they should not be held responsible for more than a couple months’ worth of usage that was agreed upon in the past. Mike Garrey added that the natural gas board will not hold utilities unpaid and that the other residents have had enough and should not be held responsible for these unpaid utilities. After much discussion, the utility deposits made toward these accounts will be used to pay down these amounts owed. One of the accounts will be paid in full with the deposit used toward it and the remaining shall be refunded to the Riecks. The other deposit toward the amount owed will leave a remaining balance that the Riecks will be responsible for. The board and city employees will hold firm to unpaid utilities being disconnected after 30 days past due with no exceptions. No deals or payment plans will be accepted by the finance officer but can be brought up by the resident in front of the natural gas and town boards. Diane Rieck left at 7:48pm. Mike Garrey left at 7:51pm. Patrick Glover ended the conference call at 8:11pm. 

The city is still waiting on the garbage application from Cressman Sanitation to be allowed to continue garbage service in Humboldt. The current license is set to expire on January 31, 2016. 


Sealed bids for the HCC HVAC are to be opened at the first regular meeting in February. 


The request for Schoenfish and Company to conduct the audit was motioned on by Lund. The request was seconded by Muth. Motion carried. The audit is expected to take place in June. Schoenfish has conducted Humboldt’s audits in the past. 
The board received an invoice from West Central for work that was completed on the school property. The invoice and purchase exchange was reviewed by the board and after some discussion the payment of $5208.17 was approved on a motion by Lund and a second from VanZee. Motion carried. 

In regards to Resolution 16-01-11-02, the salaries resolution for the City of Humboldt, including employees and board members, the board would like to conduct employee reviews to determine the salary amounts for 2016. A special session will be held next week to conduct these reviews. The resolution will be reviewed and approved at the next meeting. 

The second reading of Ordinance # 15-12-14, the ordinance authorizing the grant of cable communications franchises in the City of Humboldt was held. On a motion by Muth and a second from VanZee the ordinance was approved with a fee of 3% charged for services. Griepp, VanZee, Muth and Schmeichel voted aye. Lund voted nay. Motion carried. 

Jon Fischer was present to discuss a couple proposed changes to the sewer project. Jon Brown arrived at 8:45pm. Some alleys and streets needing work need to be reevaluated based on the most necessity. The board decided to keep the scope of the work the same and see what the available funds get done. While the project is in progress, needed changes can be made at that time. For the public meeting, the date and time of February 16th at 7:00pm was decided. The meeting will be for residents to hear about the potential plan of adding curb and gutter in town. Dave Rieck left the meeting at 8:50pm. Brown and Fischer left the meeting at 9:14pm. 
Department Reports:
Utility Manager – Daryl Sieverding presented to the council with two bids for a new plow. After some comparison of the two bids, a motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by VanZee to accept the plow bid from Sheehan Mac for the amount of $10,800.00. Motion carried with all present members voting aye.
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:24pm on a motion by Muth and a second from VanZee. 
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

