Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 14, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Heather VanZee, Theresa Muth and Allen Schmeichel. Amanda Siemonsma was present for city personnel. Jon Fischer was from Stockwell Engineers. Present from the public were Mitchell Drews, Dan Barenklau, Fred & Erin Konechne, and Bob & Janet Carnahan. 
The agenda was approved and adopted on a motion by Griepp and a second from Muth. Motion carried.
A motion was made by Muth and seconded by VanZee to approve the minutes for the regular meeting held on February 22, 2016. Motion carried with Schmeichel, Muth, Griepp and VanZee voting aye and Lund abstaining. 
Brief open discussion was held to determine whether a building permit would be required at the Friendly’s station for them to exchange their current Clark sign with an electronic gas price sign. It was decided it be best to have them obtain a permit for the scope of the work required and charge a fee suitable according to the building inspector recommendation. 
Business: Siemonsma presented the council with unpaid utility bills that are over 120 days past due. After some review the council deemed the bills uncollectible. Siemonsma will apply all water deposit fees collected for the accounts toward the past due bills and close the accounts. 

Some new event ideas to be held in the Humboldt Community Center were under discussion. There has been an interest in starting BINGO night at the HCC. The event will be hosted by Stephanie Sundermann of Hartford. She will provide all the equipment for the event and provide prizes. Sundermann will also be in charge of set up, tear down and cleanup of the HCC as to not put any constraints on the city. Sundermann used to host BINGO in Hartford and would like to continue to do so in Humboldt. Council agreed to waive the rental fee of the HCC in hopes the use of the center will generate interest and community gathering. Council encourages any event ideas be forwarded to the finance office for review and discussion. 

Humboldt city wide cleanup day is scheduled for Saturday, April 30th. The cleanup will begin at 9am through noon. All residents are encouraged to participate if they are willing. Siemonsma will schedule the vendors as done so in the past with garbage dumpsters, pet vaccinations, can recycling, hazardous waste removal, metal/appliance collection, volunteers, and donation center. If you are in need of help on cleanup day or would like to volunteer, please contact the finance office. 

G&K services were discussed along with ways to cut some of the costs incurred with their services. G&K provides cleaning services to the HCC with the delivery of clean rugs and towels and rags, along with the delivery of soaps and cleaners.  It was discussed if the services were necessary or if some items could be cut out of the cost. After some discussion it was decided that the current contract be evaluated and a minimum cost be obtained to fulfill the current contract with G&K. Siemonsma will contact G&K to review the current contract spending amounts as well as find out costs of obtaining the city’s own towels, rugs and supplies instead of paying for those services. The city shop is equipped with washer and dryer hookups so it is possible to launder the HCC items on our own as well. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 

Jon Fischer was present to discuss the current state of the sewer project and to answer any questions from the public. The Konechnes’ discussed with Fischer the current state of the water runoff and erosion of their land on 6th Avenue. The decision to add in a culvert was discussed along with other alternatives. The water is currently streaming through the Konechne’s lawn down to 5th Avenue creating more problems. Adding in a culvert leading the water all the way down 6th Avenue and under Ford Street to the east side of the road would eliminate most of the water erosion and the water seeping into homes on 5th Avenue as well. Fischer will evaluate the plan of adding the culvert and discuss further with the council at the next meeting. Carnahan and Barenklau were present to discuss the addition of the curb & gutter and how it would affect their properties. Fischer explained the scope of the project would be to first complete the sewer lines replacements and street repair. If there were funds available after that work was completed, then they could work on the curb & gutter. Currently, the sewer line replacement and street repair and replacement might take up all the current funding. Fischer will be present at the next meeting for follow up information and discussion. 
Department Reports
Natural gas: Natural gas regular meeting scheduled for March 21. Mike Garrey will attend a SD PUC call tomorrow and report back to the Gas board and the Town Board. 

Sheriff: 41.68 hours were logged in February. The full report is on file at the Finance Office.
Water: New water meters will be purchased and installed as part of auditing all water meters to cut down loss. Answers to DENR are also due by the end of the month including an answer on when a new utility manager will be hired. Getting a certified water operator as soon as possible is greatly important. Interviews will be held soon. 

Sewer: It was brought to the attention of the city that there was interest for Humboldt to take over the lift station located at Friendly’s station. Humboldt has no desire to add on to the work load at this time. This may be revisited in the future. 

Utility Manager: Applications have been received for this position and will be reviewed. 
Finance Officer: The equalization meeting is scheduled for March 22. Currently, no objections have been received. Objections are due March 17th by 5pm.
Claims: City financials were reviewed. All claims for the month and current payroll were approved on a motion by Schmeichel and a second from Lund with the exclusion of charges to the city credit card until a receipt is received. Motion passed with all members voting aye. List of claims in the amount of $101,222.34 are as follows: ADDY 50.00 garbage; ANDERSON PUB 747.64 publishing; B&A COMPUTERS 60.00 comp support; BANYON DATA 2775.00 utility software; CENTERPOINT 14226.53 ng supply; CNA Surety 525.00 bond; DSG 12.98 ng meters; FARMERS ELEVATOR 30.50 salt; FRIENDLYS 197.99 gas; G&K 248.41 linens/rugs; GOLDENWEST 125.67 phone/fax; HBC 25.96 supplies; HELPLINE 206.00 ng phone; KOLBACH 400.00 fo rent; MAGGIE OTTO 75.00 water deposit refund; MARCO 116.19 printer; MEIERHENRY 324.00 attorney fees; MICHAELS FENCE 577.28 posts; MCWC 1854.64 water supply; NATIONAL PEN 481.90 ng public awareness; PAPA 790.00 dues; PCG 125.00 cc machine fees; RELIABANK 687.44 ball loan; RYANS REPAIR 595.00 plow repair; SAMS CLUB 1010.65 charges; SD TREASURER 1960.03 ng tax; SHEEHAN MACK 10800.00 plow; SIOUX VALLEY ENERGY 2640.57 electric; STEVES WELDING 70.00 repair; STOCKWELL 58750.00 phase 1 project; TOWN OF HUMBOLDT 732.96 utilities.  A down payment of $12,000 to A1 Electric was also approved for the HCC HVAC repair. 
Items addressed by council pertained to cancelling the city election. No petitions were received opposing the current members’ petitions to fill the vacancies. Oaths of office were taken by VanZee, Schmeichel and Muth. VanZee read the oath of office for her two year trustee term to the City Council.  The oath was signed by VanZee and the finance officer. Muth read the oath of office for her three year trustee term to the City Council.  The oath was signed by Muth and the finance officer. Schmeichel read the oath of office for his three year trustee term to the City Council.  The oath was signed by Schmeichel and the finance officer.
Pursuant SDCL 1-25-2, council entered executive session at 8:00pm for personnel and to review applications for the position of Utility Manager on a motion by Schmeichel and a second from Muth. Motion carried. Council exited executive session at 8:26pm. No motions were made as a result of executive session. 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Muth.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

