Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes
May 12, 2014 7:00 pm

The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 12, 2014 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Theresa Muth, Allen Schmeichel, and Adam Lund. Matthew Sieverding was absent with cause. Amanda Siemonsma and Daryl Sieverding were present for city personnel.  Others present were Tom Sieverding, Dave Derschan, Nolan and Heather Fischer, Ed and Wanda Artz, Mike Mutziger, Heath Siemonsma and Matt Huemiller.  
A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Muth to approve the minutes for the regular meeting held on April 28, 2014. The motion carried with 3 members voting aye and 1 abstaining. 
A follow up to the city wide clean-up day was discussed in open discussion. Many residents took part in the event to make it a success. The day went off without a hitch with the exception of the can man being a no-show. The city sends their apologies and will find a replacement can collector for next year. The city will also be following up on the property clean up letters that went out in the city bills by issuing nuisance letters to residents who do not comply with city ordinances. A city garbage collector was also discussed. In the discussion was the idea of getting a city garbage collector to collect from the whole town and, in turn, the cost of garbage would be directly added the city bills as has been done in the past. More on this topic will be discussed at future meetings. 
Tom Sieverding and Ed and Wanda Artz were present to discuss the Q125 events and final schedule. After much discussion, a final schedule was reached. The event will kick off on Friday with the Museum being available to tour from 3-6pm and a band at Humboldt Bar at 9pm. Saturday will begin with a 5K run/walk in honor of Russell Warner and Leo Gaspar. The Q125 committee is still looking for an event coordinator for the run/walk. Griepp volunteered to join the Q125 Community Board. The parade route was discussed and a final route was decided. The parade will start at the school, head N on Main, turn W on 6th Ave to pass the park, turn N on Madison St, head W on 2nd Ave and end up in Reliabank parking lot. A reverse route will be followed to get everyone back to the school. The parade will not go down Main St because of Main St being blocked off between 2nd Ave and 3rd Ave for the car show. The Q125 committee is still looking for an event coordinator for the parade. The bean bag tournament will be held on Main St beginning at 2:30pm on Saturday.  The Humboldt vs Lennox baseball game will also be on Saturday at 7:30pm followed by the firework display. The final schedule can be viewed and picked up at City Hall.
Mike Mutziger and Heath Siemonsma were present from the WC Baseball Association to discuss insurance on the ball players and spectators and the upkeep for the baseball fields. After much discussion, the duties, upkeep and cost of the fields will be split between the Association and the City. The Association will keep improvements on the ball fields and the City will maintain the grounds and supplies. Insurance on all ball players will be the responsibility of the Association and the City will keep the ball field premise liability for spectators and visitors. The city is also allowing the Association to block off part of Ford Street during games to avoid any accidents and overcrowding of the streets. The City advises the best route to get to the baseball field is via Main Street. 
On a motion by Griepp and a second by Schmeichel, the HCC rent will be raised to $75 for the small room, $300 for the entire facility and $400 for the deposit to cover the costs of running and maintaining the building. The motion carried with 3 ayes and 1 no. The city is also going to raise more awareness of the building by holding more events there and by advertising more. The issue of moving the Finance Office to the HCC is tabled until next meeting and will be on the agenda. 
Dave Derschan was present to ask the Board for a permit to sell beer at amateur baseball games this year. A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Lund for the City to issue Derschan a permit for $50 for the selling of beer at the games from May 1 – August 31. The motion carried with 3 ayes and 1 no. Derschan is also requesting a City ordinance be passed allowing alcohol sales on Memorial Day. The ordinance would accompany the current City ordinance allowing Sunday sales. The Town Board will meet in special session on May 15th at 6pm for the first reading of the new ordinance. 
Matt Huemiller and Nolan and Heather Fischer were present to talk about the improvements on Ford St. “Dramatic improvements in traffic have been noticed on Ford St since the new stop signs have been in place,” noted Fischer. Patrolling of Ford has increased and already resulted in a few traffic stops for violations. The road grading has been done and has lessened the washboard effect on the road, which results from excess speed. More grading will be done soon followed by the calcium chloride treatment. Again, residents are advised to use Main St to access the ball fields because some of Ford St will be blocked off during games. 

Department Reports:
Natural Gas –The board is waiting to hear from MidAmerican in their interest in acquiring our natural gas system.  
Sheriff – 43.44 hours were logged for the city for the month of April. The 2015 Sheriff’s contract was reviewed and will be decided on later this year. 
Helpline Center – This dedicated phone line is mandatory to keep a contract with because of having the natural gas system.
Utility Manager – Verizon Wireless submitted their lease agreements and sketch to the city for their review.  More discussion will be had at the next meeting. 

The city has hired Nick Shumaker as the summer help for the city. Daryl will assist Nick in his 20 hour per week position. 

One set of bleachers was ordered and should arrive shortly. The bleachers will be set up at the ball fields. More bleachers may be needed as the baseball season comes to a start. If anyone knows of any available bleachers for rent or sale, it would be appreciated if they could contact Amanda Siemonsma at City Hall. 

Finance Officer – Siemonsma will conduct another inventory of the HCC to determine the number of items on hand there. If any items need to be replaced, she is to bring it up to the Board.

Depending on the locations available, 2 or 3 monument signs will be looked into for purchase for the city in an effort to better represent and promote Humboldt. Also in efforts to promote the town, street banners were approved for purchase on a motion by Muth and a second by Lund. The motion carried with all present members voting aye. 


On a motion by Schmeichel and a second by Lund, a judgment bond is to be paid off early to save interest costs. The payoff date is to be dated May 31st, 2014. There will also be no early payoff penalty fee. The motion carried with all present members voting aye. 

On a motion by Schmeichel and a second by Muth, the Town will cover the cost of insurance to employees up to $500 per month. The motion carried with all present members voting aye. 

In other discussion, Siemonsma followed up with the Board about more city clean up, the company credit card and company cell phones. The Board advised Siemonsma to continue the city clean-up effort. Siemonsma will take over as the primary on the company credit card, which is only used for travel and conferences. She will also be the primary for any City cell phone and monitor all use and any misuse. 
A motion was made by Schemichel to approve all claims in the amount of $59,497.27.  The motion was seconded by Muth and carried with all present members voting aye.  The claims list is as follows: 
ADDY DISPOSAL $165 garbage services; ANDERSON PUBLICATIONS $170.97 publications; BOBS LOCK & KEY $104.05 new locks on City Hall; BRYAN ROCK $2527.33 agrilime; CENTERPOINT $11,467.69 ng supply; CITY OF SIOUX FALLS $43.50 water testing; CITY OF SIOUX FALLS PUBLIC WORKS $2157.21 rubble cleanup; CORTRUST BANK $6645.04 tax revenue bond; DSG $40.26 supplies; FARMERS ELEVATOR $16.00 grease/oil; FIRST NATIONAL BANK $8237.50 gas utility revenue bond; FRED PRYOR SEMINARS $499 training/conferences; FRIENDLYS $287.80 gas; GARREY HARDWARE $296.65 supplies; GILLESPIE SMALL ENGINE $216.89 mower service/gas can/oil; GOLDEN WEST $255.32 phone; HELPLINE CENTER $103.54 phone line; HUMANE SOCIETY $44.15 services; JOHN KOLBACH $400 city hall rent; MARC $1041.89 paint; MARCO $15.04 printer; MARCO, INC $126.98 printer contract; MEIERHENRY $72 attorney fees; MENARDS $38.84 supplies;  MINNEHAHA COMMUNITY WATER CORP $1736.52 water supply; NOTHDURFT CONSTRUCTION $382.65 rubble cleanup; ONE CALL $10.30 ng line; PUTHOFF INSURANCE $10,848 insurance; RELIABANK ESTELLINE $2047.50 6th Ave loan; RELIABANK INSURANCE $525 bond insurance;  RELIABLE $140.48 supplies; SAMS CLUB DISCOVER $236.77 cc charges; SD ASSN OF RURAL WATER $50 conference; SD STATE TREASURER $1190.89 ng taxes; SIEMONSMA ELECTRIC $119.37 services; SIOUX VALLEY ENERGY $2566.25 electric; TOWN OF HUMBOLDT $561.69 utilities; VERIZON WIRELESS $474.77 city cell phones; VERNON HOLDINGS $3338.03 judgment bond; WEBER BROS $296.40 gravel.  

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:46pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Muth.
ATTEST:

___________________________

Amanda Siemonsma

City Finance Officer

