Humboldt Town Board Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt Town Board and the Humboldt Municipal Gas Board met in joint special session on Monday, May 14th, 2018 at the Humboldt Community Center. President Allen Schmeichel called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Theresa Muth and Ritchy Griepp, Heather Van Zee, Brenda Haviland, Marlene Elko, Lynn Froke and Eugene Betz. Laura Schultz, Mike Beaner and Don Boll were present for city personnel. Others present were Patrick Glover (Town of Humboldt’s attorney), Vince Foley (Natural Gas Board’s attorney), Mary Zanter (PUC), Vince Siemonsma, Fred Konechne and Erin Konechne. 
Motion to approve agenda was made by Muth and seconded by Van Zee. All aye, motion carried. 
No public discussion.

Introductions were made.
During joint open discussion, questions received from residents to the Town Board were presented. Questions centered around rates and fees, a Natural Gas rate study, obtaining a new Natural Gas provider, management of the utility, bond payments, revenues and expenses, loss of therms, selling the utility, expansion of the utility and budget. 
Natural Gas succession plan and the operation of the utility were discussed. There was much conversation around hours needed to maintain the system, recruitment efforts and long-range plan. Zanter will follow up with PUC’s attorney for clarification. 

The Natural Gas Board is looking into options for a rate study. Humboldt’s size, future growth and expansion opportunities will all be taken into consideration.

All agreed that the new Banyon accounting system is an improvement. As required, a separate fund within the accounting system is set up for the Natural Gas utility. Requested reports are being provided to the Natural Gas Board. A separate Natural Gas bank account is still being considered. 

Annual reports were discussed. Schultz reported that the Town of Humboldt has filed an Annual Report every year as required by the Department of Legislative Audit. In addition to the annual reports, a bi-annual audit has also been routinely performed. 

Lengthy discussion on the SD FIT fund. Because questions have been raised about that fund, Schultz presented historical information and documents on the accounts. 

In the effort to move forward and work together, a Town Board / Natural Gas board agreement will be drafted. The Natural Gas Board would like to have their rate study complete prior to an agreement being entered into. Estimated date of the rate study is late July 2018.  

The Interactive Building options and legalities were discussed. There are reports of children playing in the building and materials continue to litter the streets. Schultz and Glover will continue to work on the issue.
Foley agreed that a joint agreement is needed. He also shared that he is representing the Natural Gas Board for no charge.
Motion by Griepp to adjourn was seconded by Muth. All aye, motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:24pm.

ATTEST:
Laura Schultz
City Finance Officer

