Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 23, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Heather VanZee, Theresa Muth and Allen Schmeichel. Mike Beaner and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Others present were Marlene Elko, Fred and Erin Konechne, Mike Garrey, John Jarding, Cara Luke, and Leslie Mastroianni from SECOG. 
The agenda was approved and adopted on a motion by Muth and a second from Schmeichel. Motion carried.
A motion by Schmeichel seconded by Griepp to approve the minutes for the regular meeting held on May 9, 2016 was made. Motion carried. 
Open Discussion: Cara Luke was present to ask the council if there were any special permits issued through the city that needed to be in place for the Sammy Kershaw event in June. Siemonsma was instructed to contact the sheriff’s department to notify them of the event but the council found no reason that Big J’s needed any special permits. Luke left the meeting at 7:06pm.  Further in open discussion, Siemonsma was instructed to send the Legion Auxiliary a thank you letter for their generous donation made to the HCC. 
Business: Mike Garrey was present to give the natural gas board report. During the regular natural gas meeting, the appointments were made. On a motion by VanZee and a second from Muth, Haviland was accepted as Natural Gas board president. Motion carried. Garrey continued the report noting natural gas funds are much better to date due to meters being read accurately and monies are collected and apportioned properly. Boll is fully qualified and Beaner and Haviland are starting the process of obtaining qualification. During the recent PUC audit nothing major was uncovered and the small issues were fixed. Going forward the natural gas board has the tools they need and Haviland will take over reporting to the council on a monthly basis. Garrey left the meeting at 7:11pm. 

Jesse Travis was on the agenda to ask about adding an approach on his land west of the bank. Travis was absent with cause. Council discussed the approach but have concerns that the planning and zoning board need to visit with Travis about the approach first along with Travis possibly visiting with the DOT to check on the plans for the approach. Siemonsma will contact Travis discuss. 


Code enforcement continues on nuisances in town. Residents and visitors are advised to concede with city codes. 


John Jarding was present to request the permission of the council to allow the addition onto the fire hall building. The fire department purchased 35 foot of property from the Lutheran Church for the addition to the fire hall. The motion by Schmeichel was seconded by VanZee to allow the fire hall addition out 25 extra feet leaving 10 feet to the lot line. Also, the fire department must have the land legally surveyed before moving forward with the addition. Motion carried. 

Stockwell was present to advise the council to award the bid to Prunty Construction for the sanitary sewer project. After review of the 6 bids received, a motion was made by Lund seconded by Schmeichel to award the bid to Prunty Construction contingent on SD DENR approval. Motion carried. 


Leslie Mastroianni was present from SECOG to introduce herself to the board and to discuss the pre-disaster mitigation plan. Minnehaha and Lincoln Counties are preparing to do a 5-year update of their Multi-Hazard Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan. This plan requires participation from all local governments as a condition of receiving federal disaster mitigation funds. The first step in this proves is sending in the “Letter of Commitment” stating that the city will participate in the pan update. A motion was made by Lund and seconded by VanZee to sign the commitment letter and participate in the 2016 plan update. Motion carried.

Sand sealing was discussed. Beaner was instructed to look at a few streets needing the sand seal and crack seal and gather price quotes to present to the council at the next meeting. 


City kennel licenses were discussed. According to city ordinances, any person who desires to house more than 3 pets needs to acquire a kennel license from City Hall. A new resident moving to town requested that the city issue him a kennel license. Being this a new topic, Siemonsma gathered sample licenses and presented the rough draft to the council for review. The council would like discuss the licenses further at the next meeting and instructed Siemonsma to put together a fee structure for the licenses and also contacting the resident wanting to obtain the license and ask further questions. 


Pet tags licenses need to be obtained annually for all residents owning pets. Siemonsma will put a final notice in the June billing. 


Siemonsma received the beverage license renewal from Harm’s Oil Friendly’s Station. No changes were made from the previous year. On a motion by Schmeichel and a second from Lund, the beverage license was approved for 2016-2017. Motion carried. 

The council decided not to donate to the Professional Firefighter’s Association due to financial reports not received. 


Clean up day passes were discussed. Siemonsma will discuss with Dustin Hansen at the SF Landfill about the requirements needed to go forward with free pass tickets. She will report at the next meeting. 


Hcc inventory needs to be done on items in the center specifically all tables and chairs and kitchen roasters. Items seem to be going missing and a recent inventory will give the council a better idea of items remaining and a timeline of loss. It is known that there are chairs missing from the center, whether they are broken and tossed away or borrowed and never returned. Siemonsma will take an inventory of the tables and chairs and report to the council the number via email. More chairs are needed within the next couple weeks to accommodate for a wedding reception booked for the event. 

City firework will be held after the baseball game on Saturday, July 9th. 


The city hall office lease is set to expire in June of 2017. The need to find or build a new city hall was discussed. The council will explore the options of location, buildings, and budget in the meetings over the next few months. 


The option to vacate a portion of Fourth Avenue was discussed. Siemonsma was instructed to read through some archived 1998 meeting minutes to find out if the portion of the road is public or private. Kevin and Emily Berg, who are requesting the vacation, will need to fill out and file a petition with the city. After that, then the city will hold a public hearing to allow or deny the vacation. 

Department Reports:
Utility Manager: Beaner gave the city utilities report to the council for water and sewer. No issue to discuss. Beaner stated the need for a street line painter to repaint city street and parking lines. A motion was made by Griepp and seconded by Schmeichel to approve the purchase of a line painter and paint. Motion carried. Council instructed Beaner to start fogging for mosquitos when weather permitted. Beaner and Boll have ordered the mosquitos chemicals and were awaiting the delivery before fogging could be done. Beaner will fog as soon as possible. Council instructed Beaner to fog once a week or to use his judgement for fogging frequency. 
Finance Officer: Siemonsma reported to the council that the washer and dryer were installed and that she will take over the HCC linen cleaning every Friday or as often as needed. Delinquent accounts were discussed. There continue to be outstanding amounts owed to the city both large and small. Siemonsma requested a ten percent charge be assessed for each late fee since the thirty dollar fee seems excessive to people who may have a small carry over balance. The finance charge will be discussed at the next meeting. Two mowing nuisances were received this week and the nuisances will receive a letter. Siemonsma presented the council with the monthly financials and receipts along with the current payroll for the month. A motion was made by Muth and seconded by Schmeichel to approve the current payroll for May 23rd. Motion carried. 
Appointments/Dedications: The annual appointments were held. Allen Schmeichel was appointed Mayor by secret ballot. On a motion by Muth and a second by Lund, the appointment was accepted. The motion carried with all members voting aye and Schmeichel abstaining. 

Amanda Siemonsma was appointed the Finance Officer on a motion by Griepp and a second from Schmeichel. The motion carried with all members voting aye. 

Mike Beaner was appointed the Utility Manager on a motion by Schmeichel and a second by VanZee. The motion carried with all present members voting aye.

Patrick Glover with Meierhenry Sargent was designated the city attorney on a motion by Schmeichel and a second from Griepp. The motion carried with all present members voting aye. 

Reliabank is designated as the financial institution of choice on a motion by Muth and a second from Griepp. The motion carried with all members voting aye and Lund abstaining. 

Minnehaha Scheriff is designated as the law enforcement of choice on a motion by VanZee and a second from Lund. The motion carried with all members voting aye. 

The Minnehaha Messenger was designated as the legal publication of choice by the council on a motion by Griepp and a second from Lund. The motion carried with all members voting aye.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:19pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Muth.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

