Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, July 25, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Allen Schmeichel called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Heather VanZee, Theresa Muth and Ritchy Griepp. Mike Beaner and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Others present were Brenda Haviland, Erin Konechne and Brian Werner from Stockwell Engineers. 
The night’s agenda was approved on a motion by Schmeichel and a second from Griepp. Motion carried.
A motion by Muth was seconded by Lund to approve the July 11th meeting minutes. Motion carried. 
Community Board Updates: Haviland presented the board with the Natural Gas board report. In her report, Haviland recapped the gas meeting minutes as well as provided information on upcoming matters for the gas board and employees. 

Siemonsma recapped the Planning & Zoning meeting for the board. She stated the planning commission approved all current building permits and an upcoming permit yet to be filed. The commission denied a permit for Derschan to allow a modular home is a residential district. Siemonsma will keep the board updated on further matters. 

Old Business: The council discussed selling the city owned lot north of the township building. After some discussion, the council would like to keep the land for a place to pile snow after removal and for a possible shop expansion. 

The second reading of Ordinance #5.0223, an ordinance allowing the raising of chickens within the city, was read aloud. On a motion by VanZee and a second from Muth, the second reading was accepted. Lund, Schmeichel, Muth and VanZee voted yes and Griepp voted no.  Motion carried. The ordinance will be published in the paper separately. 

Siemonsma presented the board with the code enforcement letter that was served to ATS. The board understands the situation with all the vehicles on the property but would like to see ATS make some progress in straightening up the vehicles so the property does not look so cluttered and that a better view of the street and oncoming traffic is achieved.

Community gardens were discussed. Siemonsma and Lund prepared a Community Garden application and a list of guidelines for community garden use and presented to the board. The paperwork looks good. The addition of water mains to the lots was also a topic of discussion. Beaner and Siemonsma will work with Stockwell to see if this is a feasible option. The addition of water mains would be needed at the location in the future as well if the city were ever going to be able to sell the lots to build homes. More information will be held at the next meeting. 

Siemonsma drafted a Free Landfill ticket and presented to the board. A motion was made by Lund and seconded by Griepp to accept the landfill ticket draft of they are approved by the SF Landfill. Motion carried with Muth, Griepp, Lund and VanZee voting yes and Schmeichel voting no. After SF Landfill approval, Siemonsma will send a ticket to each resident. 


After some discussion on the inventory and security of the Community Center, the board would like to see the price on security motion cameras and smart key technology before spending the money to just have the doors rekeyed. Siemonsma will present the options to the board at the next meeting. 


The aluminum can bin sign has been finished and will be affixed to the bin in the next couple weeks. In efforts to raise more funds for the park improvements, hanging local business signs on the bins was thought of as well. If a business is interested in some sign space, they would need to provide the approved dimension sign and make a donation toward the park improvements. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 

City surplus items are to be sold at the meeting on August 22nd. The items do not meet the appraised specifications required to sell on surplus auction, so interested individuals are encouraged to attend the Town Board meeting to purchase surplus items. Some items to be sold are old street signs and kitchen items. 


The city is in need of purchasing a new sander. Beaner presented the board with a bid from NTEC for a new sander for a total of $5960.00. After some discussion, a motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Griepp to purchase the new sander for $5960.00 plus $485 for a higher grade engine with the option of a $1000 installation fee at a later date. Motion carried. 


More discussion was held about the future of the City Hall building. Options include moving to the community center, building a new building or adding on to the shop. During discussion it was mentioned to sell the museum building and obtain the land next to the old hardware store. A building could be built there for a new office or a library and museum combination. The council will continue to weigh all the options and more discussions will be held. 


Tim Even arrived at the meeting at 8:30pm. 


Brian Werner was present from Stockwell Engineers to give the council the update on the sewer project. Werner works closely with Fischer on the project and he states that the project is on target with completion and that the communication between all parties is well versed. All parties will have weekly project meetings at City Hall on Tuesday mornings. Anyone is welcome to attend. 

New Business: John Jarding arrived at the meeting at 8:41pm to discuss the new plat resolution with the city. The resolution replats the land by the church recently purchased by the Fire Department. Schmeichel motioned to put the land in to the fire departments name and all costs would be covered by the fire department. The motion was seconded by Muth. Motion carried. A motion was made by VanZee and seconded by Griepp to approve and adopt Resolution # 16-08. Motion carried. Even and Jarding left the meeting. 

Lund and VanZee recently attended the Elected Officials Workshop in Pierre. They both learned a lot of good information and presented some new ideas and information to the board and city employees. 


Executive Session was discussed and it was decided to only include it on the agenda if there was a defined reasoning listed as well. If there is a need for executive session, the board will let Siemonsma know by Friday afternoons prior to meetings. 

Department Reports:
Water: Beaner continues to work on getting all locations with water usage hooked to a water meter so the city can track usage more accurately. 
Sewer: Big J’s was served a letter from the city attorney stating that his business needed to put a grease trap in place. Follow up to the letter will be done by the city. 
Utility Manager: Beaner presented the council with the option to chip seal a few of the streets in town that needed to be maintained. Due to budget constraints, the areas to be covered this year were cut down. Chip seal will be applied to Sixth Avenue by the ball fields and the park, Carlson Street, Roberts Street between 2nd and 4th, and 3rd Street a half block by the church. A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Muth to approve the chip seal on these streets in the amount of $16,800. Motion carried. 
Finance Officer: Humboldt completed the 2-year audit. The auditors will set up a time to review the audit with Siemonsma and members of the council. Siemonsma discussed with the council that she is starting to prepare for next year’s annual budget. She would like all budget requests in by the end of August so the budget can get approved in September to meet deadline. More information will be held on the budget. 

Griepp motioned to update the personnel manual to give 3 day bereavement leave to employees who experience a loss in the immediate family which is to include grandparents through grandchildren and step-family and also those same family members from their spousal side. No limit on the number of events per year the employee could have leave for. Any other time off would come from the employee’s own PTO. Motion was seconded by VanZee. Roll call was held. Schmeichel, Griepp, VanZee and Lund voted yes and Muth voted no. Motion carried.  


Siemonsma will be on vacation August 10th through the 15th. The office will be closed. 
Claims: City financials were reviewed. Three disbursements and payroll were pending approval. On a motion by Griepp and a second from Schmeichel the claims and payroll were approved. Motion carried. The claims list was CENTERPOINT 523.97 ng supply; PCG 82.51 cc machine fees; SD STATE TREASURER 32.51 ng tax; PAYROLL $8502.59 july; EFTPS 2739.39 fica; SDRS 660.86 retirement. 
Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Muth.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

