Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, August 22, 2016 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Allen Schmeichel called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Heather VanZee and Theresa Muth. Mike Beaner and Amanda Siemonsma were present for city personnel. Others present were Brenda Haviland, Neil Even, Dave and Diane Rieck, Steve VanZee, Justin Christensen, Fred and Erin Konechne, and Brian Werner from Stockwell Engineers. Ritchy Griepp was absent with cause. 
The night’s agenda was approved on a motion by Muth and a second from VanZee. Motion carried.
A motion by VanZee was seconded by Lund to approve the August 8th meeting minutes. Motion carried. 
Community Board Updates: Haviland presented the board with the Natural Gas board report. In her report, Haviland recapped the gas meeting minutes as well as provided information on upcoming matters for the gas board and employees. 

Planning & Zoning commission did not meet in the month of August.  

Old Business: Humboldt declared old city signs as surplus items. Over 140 signs were sold via sealed bid. Two bids were received for $806 and $300. Highest bid was received by Steve VanZee. More city signs still attached on a “T” will be sold at the next meeting. These signs may be viewed at the city shop. The town pickup and sander/trailer have been declared surplus and shall be advertised and sold at a determined date and time set by the town board. 

Brian Werner gave the project report to the town board. Fourth Street water mains were also discussed. After some discussion, a motion was made by Lund to add a six inch main from Grant to Lincoln with three one inch water services, add a meter pit, yard hydrant and an additional one inch water service for the community garden. Total cost would add $19,000 to the project. The motion was seconded by Muth. Motion carried with Lund, Muth and VanZee voting aye and Schmeichel voting no. 


Humboldt Community Center surveillance and security were discussed. Siemonsma presented the board with a few different security camera options. Schmeichel made a motion to purchase a 9-camera system for the HCC for a total of $1000. The motion was seconded by Lund. Motion carried. 

The board would like to update the Humboldt “welcome” signs with attached business signs. The size of the business signs are 38”x15”. Each business would need to provide their signs. Siemonsma will contact the current businesses along with contacting new businesses to discuss. More information and discussion will be held. 

New Business: Planning Commission recommends to the board to adopt the 2015 ICC Building Codes. On a motion by Schmeichel and a second from Muth, the first reading of Ordinance #16-01 and #16-02 was held to adopt the new 2015 building codes. Motion carried. Second reading will be held at the next meeting. 
Department Reports:
Water: In an effort to minimize the city water loss, new meters on residential homes has begun along with installing new meters on the ball field and fire department lines. After some discussion, a motion was made by Lund and seconded by Muth to lower the gallons received per quarter deposited. The current amount dispensed is 100 gallons per quarter and will be lowered to 25 gallons per quarter. Motion carried. 
Utility Manager: Beaner presented the council with the option of automatic readers. After some discussion, the board would like more information and cost numbers before they can proceed. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 
Finance Officer: 2017 budget is being prepared. First reading will be at the next meeting to have the budget second reading and approval by the end of September. Late fees were discussed and utility late fees are to be $30 for each late fee even if the amount remaining on the account is less. Late fees will be applied to any remaining balance at the end of each month. 
Claims: August payroll was reviewed. On a motion by VanZee and a second from Lund, the payroll was approved. Motion carried. 

Council Items: Town board would like to hold employee reviews at the beginning of the next board meeting. Siemonsma will add the item to the agenda.  
Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm on a motion by Muth and a second from Lund.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

