Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday November 23, 2015 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:01pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Theresa Muth, Heather VanZee and Allen Schmeichel. Amanda Siemonsma was present for city personnel. Others present were natural gas board president, Mike Garrey, Stockwell Engineer, Jon Brown, Midcontinent Communications director, Dan Nelson, and Fred and Erin Konechne. Daryl Sieverding was absent with cause. 
A motion was made by VanZee and seconded by Muth to approve the minutes for the regular meeting held on November 9th. Motion passed with all members voting aye. 
BUSINESS: 

Mike Garrey was present to give the council an overview of the Natural Gas meeting held on November 16th. Garrey spoke on a couple topics including training being held with the members of the natural gas board, Donnie Boll and himself planning to attend the SDPA meeting, and the current gas meters and regulators audit. He spoke about the Natural Gas funds and any disbursements from the fund were not to go out without approval from the gas board first. Along with the disbursements, payroll hours are to be paid out on a fixed number of hours set between the gas board, Donnie Boll and Daryl Sieverding. Finance officer will not be paid out of natural gas funds. Council followed up on the errors and omissions policy and stated that the city does not currently carry the policy.  Garrey left the meeting at 7:19pm. 
Dan Nelson was present to discuss with the council about renewing the franchise agreement the city has with Midcontinent. After some discussion about Midcontinent’s services, issues and services available, the current changes the council is looking to make are to the current definition of gross revenue, 3% franchise fee, ten-year term, franchise fee paid monthly vs. annually, and free services to (3) city buildings. The changes would need to take place in an ordinance and the council will plan the first reading at the next meeting with these changes made. Nelson will attend the next council meeting to present the new ordinance for first reading. 
Jon Brown was present to discuss refiguring the sewer project area in the alleyways in town. The changes would affect the overall scope of the project but the idea is the change will be more efficient. Brown also spoke of adding curb and gutter to the city alongside of the sewer project since some street will be redone anyhow. Curb and gutter will add value and curb appeal to each property. More information will be presented at the next meeting. 

Humane society billing to the city was discussed. When the humane society is called to town, the caller and/or animal owner will be responsible for any costs incurred during the visit and/or detainment if the animal in question is a pet. The costs incurred by the city for humane society calls about wild animals will be covered by the city. 
Department Reports:
Sheriff: The Minnehaha County Sheriff’s department sent the 2016 contract for services to be reviewed by the council. Council agrees that the services provided by the sheriff’s department are worth the expense. A motion made by Schmeichel to approve the 2016 contract for services in the amount of $17,050.80 was seconded by Griepp. Motion carried will all members voting aye. 

Utility Manager: Sieverding was absent with cause. Siemonsma presented the council with the monthly water usage/loss report and upon the finding on the report council advised all water usage in town be metered in order to get a close estimate of water usage and to cut down on any losses undocumented. There are a few usages in town unmetered including the ball fields. Having everything metered would give a better idea where the water is going. 

Finance Officer: Siemonsma reviewed the Turkey Day event with the council and presented the plans and ideas for Santa Day. Santa Day will be on December 19th at the HCC. Siemonsma also presented the council with the monthly miscellaneous receipts to date, current payroll and vacation schedules and calendars. On a motion by Muth and a second from Griepp financials and payroll were approved. Motion carried with all members voting aye. 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:51pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Muth.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

