Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, February 27th at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Allen Schmeichel called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Theresa Muth, Heather VanZee and Ritchy Griepp. Amanda Siemonsma and Mike Beaner were present for city personnel. Others present were Lynn Froke, Heath Siemonsma and Fred and Erin Konechne. 
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Muth and seconded by Griepp. Motion carried.
A motion to approve the minutes from the February 16th meeting was made by Muth and seconded by VanZee. Motion carried.

Short open discussion was held to discuss the annual clean up days. Humboldt will continue to hold the annual clean days in town this year with the change of not holding the annual pet clinic and city tag registration. Roll off garbage containers will be available only on the day of the event. The event day will tentatively be held on May 6th depending on roll off garbage container availability as well as getting help from volunteers. More discussion will be held at the April board meetings. 

Natural Gas Board Update: Lynn Froke was present to report on the Natural Gas board meeting for February. Council had no additional questions or concerns for the board. 
Old Business: Heath Siemonsma was present to discuss the addition of the water mains at the ball field. The 2 inch water mains will be sufficient for the baseball association, the larger mains are not necessary. Siemonsma did request that a hose adapter be added for the purpose of watering the fields more efficiently. Beaner will add the adapter to the order. Siemonsma advised the council on the plans for adding batting cages and trees at the ball diamonds at the association’s expense. The council sees no issue with these additions. Council advised Siemonsma of the easement being granted by the school to allow for access for the Verizon tower addition. Siemonsma does not see any conflict with the easement interfering with baseball activities. 

The Verizon Tower project was discussed. Verizon is drawing up the paperwork for the school to sign for the easement. When the easement is in place, the contract will be presented to Humboldt and the work will commence contingent on the contract being agreed upon by both parties. More discussion will be held when the paperwork is available for review. 
New Business: Heath Siemonsma was present for MHS Properties to discuss with the council the option of prepayment for utilities. With so many renters in town, it would help to protect the landlords, residents and Humboldt against unpaid utilities. Humboldt is strongly enforcing service disconnects twice monthly instead of once a month to help with non-payment issues. Humboldt would like to continue with the new process for a few months first to see if it helps reduce the delinquent account balances before moving on to prepayment. 
Water: The water meter replacement project was discussed. Siemonsma and Beaner met with Midwest Assistance Program (MAP) earlier in the week and Humboldt’s current water rates are a bit of a concern. To be approved, DENR would like to see the minimum water rates in Humboldt to be raised in order to take on such a project, or future projects. Council requested Finance Officer, Siemonsma to obtain information on current Humboldt water rates, Minnehaha water rates and surrounding town water rates for review at the next meeting for discussion. Humboldt minimum water rates have only been increased by $0.50 in the past 10 years. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 
Finance Officer: Siemonsma gave notice that no Municipal Election will be held because Adam Lund filed a certificate of nomination in the office of the Finance Officer for Trustee – three year term, and he was unopposed. Certificates of election will be issued in the same manner as to successful candidates after election. 
Claims: City financials were reviewed. All claims for the month and current payroll were approved on a motion by VanZee and a second by Muth. Motion carried. List of claims in the amount of $2478.81 are as follows: ENVIRONMENTAL DUST CONTROL 2478.81 street dust control 50% payment. 
Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Schmeichel.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

