Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 27th at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Allen Schmeichel called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Theresa Muth, Heather VanZee and Ritchy Griepp. Mike Beaner and Don Boll were present for city personnel. Others present were Lynn Froke, Marlene Elko and Mike Garrey. Amanda Siemonsma was absent with cause. 
A motion to amend the agenda to add Executive Session regarding personnel was made by Lund and seconded by Muth. Motion carried.
A motion to approve the March 13th minutes was made by Muth and seconded by Griepp. Motion carried.

A motion to approve the equalization meeting minutes was made by Muth and seconded by Griepp. Motion carried. 

Natural Gas Board: Lynn Froke and Marlene Elko were present to represent the gas board. The members requested that the notices not be a stapled to the actual billing. They also requested that any shutoffs that are performed are not turned back on until the gas board is notified of the payment. All delinquent bills need to be presented to the gas board. Mike Garrey was also present for discussion. He added that the collecting needs to be fixed from the cause of the lag between the time that the reading are performed to when the billing is sent out to when the shut offs are performed. The Town Board will review the procedures. Garrey also made a suggestion that the billing remain in the homeowner and/or landlord’s name on all utility accounts. The board has looked at this option in the past but has had much pushback. The gas board will be pursuing this option, therefore, the council will discuss further about adopting this billing practice as well. Mike Garrey left at 7:39pm.
Planning Commission: Siemonsma will need to complete updates on member and terms on the city website to reflect the current and correct information. 
New Business: City Hall construction was discussed. The council discussed a few different land purchase options. The cost of the new city hall would be cheaper if the museum could stay in the current location. More information will be held at the next meeting. 

Resolution #17-03 was presented to the board. This resolution sets new rates for the city water. A motion was made by Lund to accept the resolution with changing the rates on the 5001-10,000 gallons to $4.00 per thousand and the rates on the 10,001+ gallons to $3.00 per thousand gallons. The motion was seconded by Muth. Motion carried with all members voting aye.
Old Business: The new Verizon tower contract and easement drafts were presented to the board. A motion was made by Lund seconded by VanZee to accept the terms of the contract and easement. Motion carried. Siemonsma will notify Verizon of the council’s intent to proceed. Verizon will execute and send the final documents for signature. 
Department Reports: 
Utility Manager: The position will be open for new applications. The notice will be advertised in the paper after the gas board has seen the prior ad and can make adjustments. Siemonsma will send all a copy of the prior ad and send to the newspaper upon completion. 
Finance Officer: Siemonsma was absent with cause. She will follow up with the board and present more information at the next meeting. 
Claims: City payroll was reviewed. On a motion from Schmeichel and a second from Griepp, Beaner and Boll payroll was approved. Siemonsma payroll approved after error adjustment is verified with the board. Motion carried. 
Executive Session: Pursuant SDCL 1-25-2, the council entered into executive session at 8:36pm for the purpose of discussing personnel matters on a motion by VanZee and a second from Griepp. Motion carried. All guests left the meeting. A motion to exit executive session at 8:59pm was made by Muth and seconded by Schmeichel. Motion carried. No motions were made as a result of executive session. 

Items to discuss: Don Boll salary for training new employee and coverage in utility manager’s absence along with sick pay hours will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:01pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Muth.
ATTEST:
Mike Beaner
Utility Manager
