Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 10th at Humboldt City Hall. Trustee Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:04pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Theresa Muth and Heather VanZee. Amanda Siemonsma was present for city personnel. Others present were Fred and Erin Konechne, Dave and Diane Rieck, Marlene Elko, Mike Garrey, Brenda Haviland, Lynn Froke and Jon Brown. Allen Schmeichel arrived at 7:07pm.
A motion to amend the agenda to add Stockwell Engineers and Executive Session was made by Muth and seconded by VanZee. Motion carried.
A motion to approve the March 27th minutes was made by VanZee and seconded by Muth. Motion carried.

Short open discussion was held to discuss the resident utility deposits. Elko stated an additional amount should be added to the deposit that would cover natural gas usages. The NG board and the TB will discuss at their next meetings. 

Natural Gas Report: The gas board met for their regular monthly meeting in March along with holding a special session ON April 1st to discuss Beaner’s resignation, the vacant position and pay. Haviland gave an update to the NG board from the Pipeline Safety conference she and Boll attended as well. The NG board would like Mike Beaner to serve on the NG board. He would be an asset to the board because of his knowledge of the system and the training and qualifications he possesses. On a motion by VanZee and a second from Schmeichel, Mike Beaner was appointed to the Natural Gas Board for the vacant term through May 2018. 
Planning Commission Report: The city website it updated with the current PZ information. The next PZ meeting is scheduled before the next NG meeting on 4/18/17 to review the current building permits. 
New Business: Dave and Diane Rieck were present to discuss a few items with the board. First issue was the city office being closed during office hours. City office hours states that the office could be closed if Siemonsma advises the council of the absence. Siemonsma will post absences on the door when possible as well as list a time that she will return. Second issue, Rieck stated that he received an interest payment due from Minnehaha County on the special assessment he has already paid in full. Siemonsma advised him and the council that the special assessment has been paid in full along with the information that she advised Minnehaha County of the payment via a letter to the county. Minnehaha is in receipt of the letter; therefore, if Minnehaha charged Rieck interest, it is the responsibility of Rieck to dispute the charges to the county, not the Town. Third issue Rieck discussed was having to pay the outstanding utilities on a rental property past the two months overdue. The council will review the charges and payments at the next meeting to decide if a requested refund will be granted. 

Humboldt cleanup day was discussed. The city newsletter will contain the pertinent information for the residents to be aware. City cleanup is open to Humboldt residents only. 

Siemonsma presented some information to the board for the Mobilitie Company. The company is looking to add a data tower in Humboldt to increase cell phone signal strength and availability. The Mobilitie rep was not able to attend the meeting. The council would like to have more information from the company before making any decisions. Siemonsma will reach out to Mobilitie to discuss a future meeting that he would be able to attend. 

Stockwell Engineers was added to the agenda. Jon Brown was present for discussion. Brown presented Geotek’s soil testing proposal. There will be 4 soil borings and testing done to determine if the sites will be ok to sell from a geotechnical standpoint. Each testing site will contain a detailed report outlining the soil findings. A motion was made by Lund to have the 4 original sites tested plus an additional 2 sites on Ford Street, all with detailed reports for $1800. The motion was seconded by Schmeichel. Motion carried. 


Brown presented the board with Stockwell’s Engineer’s Report. Projects discussed included the 2016 Street and Utility improvements, water meter replacement, Community Center sidewalk, Ford and 4th Ave ROW extensions and the 4th Avenue lots. Following the recap of these projects, the council would like to see the estimate on the new services with and without the loop. Stockwell will report on this at the next meeting. 

The community garden area is ready to till and has the water hydrant accessibility. Interested parties for the community garden are encouraged to contact city hall about a garden lot. Information will also be in the newsletter. 

Old Business: Lots for a city hall were discussed. The council would like to discuss more options before they make a decision. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting.

Water rates resolution #17-03 was tabled on a motion by Schmeichel and a second from Muth. Motion carried. The council would like further discussion with SECOG and Stockwell about the rates and optional surcharges. 


Brown recapped the award Humboldt received from the DENR. Humboldt was awarded a low interest loan to finance the water meter replacements. Since the rates are now in review, Humboldt has to option to accept the loan and proceed with the meter replacements or they can look into other options first or holding off on the project until a later date. Stockwell and SECOG will be at the next meeting to discuss the options. 

Siemonsma presented the council with the estimates to replace the swings and chains at the city park along with the revenue from the aluminum can bin totaling over $513. Lund requested an estimate for rubber coated chains. Siemonsma will report at the next meeting. 

Department Reports: 
Sheriff:  42.14 hours were logged in town for the month of March. A full report is on file at the finance office. 
Water: The drinking water report will be published in the Minnehaha Messenger along with notices being put on the city website, newsletter and utility bills. This is considered sufficient distribution to Humboldt residents according to DENR.  
Utility Manager: Applications for the position have started to come into the office. The board will review applications. The position will close on May 5th and a new hire hopefully started by mid to end of May. Dave Gilderhus has returned as part time summer help. He will be an asset to Humboldt in the transition for a new manager. 
Finance Officer: Siemonsma presented the board with the 2016 annual report from Schoenfish and Co auditors. Finance Officer’s School and conference will be held June 7-9 in Pierre which Siemonsma plans to attend. The office will be closed during this time. Siemonsma has done some updates on the city website. More streamlined information for people visiting the website is the goal. 
Claims: City financials were reviewed. All claims for the month and current payroll were approved on a motion by Griepp and a second by Schmeichel. Motion carried. List of claims in the amount of $36,604.22 are as follows: ADDY 50.00 garbage; AMERICAN ENGINEERING 27.00 water test; ANDERSON PUB 230.15 publishing; B&A COMPUTERS 60.00 comp support; CENTERPOINT 12175.82 ng supply; DON BOLL 459.22 reimb; DSG 8.00 supplies; FARMERS ELEVATOR 498.21 diesel; FIRST NATIONAL 8213.51 water srf; FRIENDLYS 289.04 gas; G&K 115.42 rugs;  GOLDEN WEST 329.11 phone/int; HEALTH POOL 1234.79 insurance; HELPLINE 103.00 ng phone; KOLBACH 400.00 fo rent; MARCO 110.20 printer; MCWC 1866.28 water supply; NAPA 28.50 supplies; PAUL CLARKE 150.00 inspector; PRIVATE CLIENT GROUP 144.53 cc fees; RELIABANK 668.00 ball loan; SAMS CARD 1534.19 charges; SCHOENFISH 1800.00 annual report; SD TREASURER 2375.03 ng tax; SDML WORK COMP 263.00 ins; SIOUX VALLEY ENERGY 2532.81 electric; TOWN OF HUMBOLDT 938.41 utilities.
Items to be addressed by the council: Oath of office was taken by Lund. Lund read the oath of office for his three year trustee term to the City Council.  The oath was signed by Lund and finance officer Siemonsma.

On a motion by Lund and a second from Muth, Don Boll’s request for $27 per hour for city work performed during the absence of a utility manager was approved. Conditions apply that Boll only perform city work that Gilderhus cannot perform alone, no OT will be granted without prior authorization, and all city work done be documented by the board and separated out on the timecard. Motion carried. 
Executive Session: Pursuant SDCL 1-25-2, the council entered into executive session at 9:05pm for the purpose of discussing personnel matters on a motion by Schmeichel and a second from VanZee. Motion carried. The present natural gas board members and Mike Garrey were invited into executive session. Siemonsma and guests left at 9:06pm. Mike Garrey left at 9:18pm.  A motion to exit executive session at 10:30pm was made by Muth and seconded by Griepp. Motion carried. No motions were made as a result of executive session. 

Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 10:33pm on a motion by Muth and a second from Griepp.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

