Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 24th at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Allen Schmeichel called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Ritchy Griepp, Adam Lund, Theresa Muth and Heather VanZee. Amanda Siemonsma was present for city personnel. Others present were Mike Garrey, Brenda Haviland, and Leslie Mastroianni from SECOG.
A motion to amend the agenda to add Executive Session for personnel discussion was made by Muth and seconded by VanZee. Motion carried.
A motion to approve the April 10th minutes was made by Muth and seconded by Griepp. Motion carried.

Natural Gas Report: Haviland gave an update from the NG board where she recapped the minutes as well as discussed the accessibility fees and the letters being sent to homeowners for utilities. The probability for capacity issues was discussed. There are currently no issues with capacity and as Mike Garrey explained, the daily gas purchases are prioritized for the current contracts that need to be fulfilled first. 
Planning Commission Report: The Planning Commission was unable to meet a quorum for their April meeting. The council reviewed the current building permits for approval. Motion by Schmeichel second by Lund to approve permit # 17-01. Motion carried.  Motion by Lund second by Griepp to approve permit # 17-02. Motion carried.  Motion by Muth second by Griepp to approve permit # 17-03. Motion carried.  Motion by Lund second by VanZee to approve permit # 17-04. Motion carried.  Motion by VanZee second by Lund to approve permit # 17-05. Motion carried.  Motion by Lund second by VanZee to approve permit # 17-06. Motion carried.  
New Business: Stockwell Engineers were not present at the time of their agenda items. Council moved on to next agenda item to discuss utility deposits. A motion was made by Lund and seconded by Griepp to change the required utility deposit from $100 to $175. Of said deposit, $50 would be used for sewer use, $50 for water use and $75 for gas use. $25 from water and $25 from sewer would be returned to the customer after 5 years of utility use by the resident. Motion carried with Muth, Griepp, Lund and VanZee voting yes and Schmeichel voting no.

In efforts to streamline the billing and reduce the chances for unpaid utilities, a motion was made by Schmeichel to put all utility billings into the names of the property owner and mail the billing directly to them. Motion seconded by Griepp. Motion carried. 


The Finance Office lease was discussed. Schmeichel will reach out to John Kolbach about the current lease and discuss the possible options. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 

Jon Brown and Jon Fischer arrived to discuss the Stockwell Engineer agenda items. Options for the water rate increase were discussed. Water rates have not been increased for the last couple years. Stockwell and SECOG reviewed the current rates and advised the board that the increase is necessary to upkeep the system and a surcharge added to keep in a reserve fund for future meter replacements and maintenance. Stockwell discussed the spring punch list with the council and the punch list should be completed by the week of May 5th. The punch list is to be completed before the final pay app is submitted or approved. Fischer presented the board with a quote from Jan Davis Construction for the replacement of the Community Center sidewalk. The quote is the lowest the board has received. A motion was made by Muth and seconded by Schmeichel to accept Jan Davis’s bid for $3223.20 for the project. Motion carried. GeoTek is in the process of taking the soil testings for the lots on Ford Street and 4th Avenue. The detailed report will be sent to the Finance Office once completed. The Ford lots were discussed and the council reviewed the proposed replats of the additional lots. The council would like to see some changes in the sizes of the lots. Stockwell will make the changes and present to the board the revised plats when available. Discussion was held with SECOG and Stockwell about the loan that was granted to the city by DENR for the water meter replacement project. After some discussion, the council would like to respectfully decline the loan from DENR for the meter replacement and keep the focus on completing the phases of the sewer project. Siemonsma will draft a letter and send to DENR. 
Old Business: A motion was made by Lund to approve resolution #17-03, which sets new water rates for the Town of Humboldt. The motion was seconded by VanZee. Motion carried. The resolution will be published separately and become effective on the next billing cycle.

The community garden sites will be staked and tilled. Interested parties need to contact city hall for plot forms and payment. Each garden plot will be approximately 15’ x 12’. And estimated 10 lots will be available in the garden. 


Burn pit rubble will be hauled out to the landfill as needed. The cost for each load out of the burn pit needs to be kept at a minimum. No metal shall be permitted in the burn pit. Fines will be enforced.  

Department Reports: 
Fire Department: The 2017 contract for services was sent to the council. The amount on the contract did not match the amount requested during the preparation of the 2017 budget. Siemonsma will contact the department of the change and also request a financial statement needed for donations Humboldt makes.  
Water: DENR sent Humboldt a letter about not having an operator qualified within the system since the utility manager position has become vacant. Humboldt will hire a new utility manager as soon as possible and work on getting their water certifications completed.   
Utility Manager: The position will close on May 5th. Applications will be forwarded to the council and gas board members as they are received. The board will hold interviews as soon as the applications are reviewed and candidates are available. 

Finance Officer: Finance Officer Siemonsma gave an update on city business and a report including the revenue and expenses. A report on the sales tax revenue will be added to the monthly reports to the council. Renter utilities and late fees were discussed. There will be no refunds on late fees unless addressed directly to the council. The homeowners are ultimately responsible for all utilities, fees and charges incurred at their property(s). Waivers or refunds need to be submitted in writing to the town board and gas board. Siemonsma presented the board with information on adding PayGov for utility payments. Seeing there is no cost to the city for this service, Siemonsma will look into adding this option for Humboldt. Information will be on the website when online payments can be made. 
Claims: City financials were reviewed. All claims were approved on a motion by Schmeichel and a second by Griepp. Motion carried. April payroll totals $8466.12.
Executive Session: No executive session was needed as added to the agenda.  

Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 10:22pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Schmeichel.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

