Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 22, 2017 at Humboldt City Hall. President Allen Schmeichel called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Heather VanZee, Theresa Muth and Ritchy Griepp. Amanda Siemonsma and Don Boll were present for city personnel. Others present were Marlene Elko, Ryan Streff with Mobilitie, Fred and Erin Konechne, Dave Derschan, Heath and Monie Siemonsma, Brenda Haviland and Mike Garrey. 
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Griepp and seconded by Schmeichel. All aye, motion carried.
A motion to approve the May 8, 2017 minutes was made by Griepp and seconded by Schmeichel. Griepp, Lund and Schmeichel voted aye, VanZee voted aye for the time present at the 8th meeting and Muth abstained. Motion carried.

A motion to approve the May 10, 2017 minutes was made by Griepp and seconded by VanZee. Griepp, Lund, Schmeichel and VanZee voted aye and Muth abstained. Motion carried. 

Short open discussion was held on the stop signs in Ford Avenue. Humboldt has moved around the signs on the road a couple times in efforts to reduce the risks of accidents but issues still remain. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 
Natural Gas report: Haviland was present to recap the gas meeting from May 15. She discussed the no access fees that were put in place by the gas board when a gas meter is inaccessible for two consecutive months. Utility bill appeals involving natural gas usage and funds will be heard and decided upon by the gas board at their monthly meetings should appeals and/or requests be received in the office. Late charges were also discussed. All late fees in the past have been coded to the water fund and the gas fund has not had any late fee revenue. Both boards would like to discuss the appropriate late charges and code them separately into the water, sewer and gas fund. 
Planning Commission Report: Next meeting scheduled for June 12, 2017.
New Business: Beverage license renewal public hearing was held. On a motion by Muth and a second from VanZee, the renewal of CC&F Retail, Friendly’s Humboldt, was approved. All aye, motion carried. Dave Derschan was present for temporary beverage licenses to sell alcohol at the volleyball court on his property on the end of Main Street. The application received was listed for every Thursday from June through September. The fee was listed as $25 for the license. Discussion was held about having such a long time period to have a beverage license. The council was concerned about not being able to monitor the selling on the specific days on the application and would like to see a separate application filled out for each day that the temporary license would be used. On a motion by Griepp and a second from Lund, temporary beverage licenses were approved for June 1 and June 8 on separate applications for $25 each application. All aye, motion carried. 


Stockwell engineers were unable to be present for the meeting. Siemonsma presented the board with an issue that was brought to Jon Fischer’s attention regarding adding asphalt to some parts of the new roads done with the sewer project. After some discussion, since the asphalt was not part of the original bid and project, the council will not add in asphalt to parts of the roads. The council was advised the adding the asphalt would be difficult and costly. If residents would like to add additional asphalt around their homes, it would be at their expense. The council will see if adding gravel to some of the edges of the roads will help. 

Ryan Streff from Mobilitie was present to discuss with the council a potential site in Humboldt that might work to put up a telecommunications tower. The tower would enhance data and wireless services to the area. A couple sites in Humboldt were discussed. The council proposed a possible site in the far northwest corner of the city property that lies behind the city shop. Streff explained that an annual fee would be paid to Humboldt should they decide to provide the space. Streff will discuss the possible location with his staff and return Humboldt with some information. More discussion will be held at the next meeting. 


Humboldt Community Center updates were discussed. The center is in need of new paint and also needs the floors stripped and finished. Redoing the floor was offered to a couple companies but they did not have the time to complete at this time. Griepp maintains the HCC building and he will present the council with a timeframe on when he could start these projects and when they would be completed. Siemonsma will also work with Dawn Griepp, who also maintains the building, to take inventory on the bigger items from the center. The camera system and smoke detectors need to be installed as well. Further discussion will be held at the next meeting.

Siemonsma is in the process of applying for a mosquito spraying grant to possibly cover the expenses of the mosquito spraying. Grants are to be awarded in July. Boll will start to fog for mosquitos as the weather cooperates and will continue all season. Gilderhuus will assist as he can. 

Parking on Ford Street during ball season continues to be a problem. There are cars parked on both sides of Ford Avenue and the fear is that an emergency vehicle needs to get through on that road, they won’t be able to. Boll and Gilderhuus will work on getting signs out on Ford Avenue to help with the issue. Siemonsma will send an email to the ball association to hopefully make them aware of the issue also and maybe help control the parking. 

City sirens were discussed. The sirens run on electricity and the benefit to cutting to once a day would be a little cost savings. Some people like the daily reminder of sirens twice daily. Council decided to leave the sirens to blow twice a day.
Old Business: Humboldt city signs were discussed. The overall size for the signs needs to be determined based on the cost difference. Individual businesses will also be contacted about having a small portion of the sign to promote their local businesses. Siemonsma will work with Redline Designs to figure out an overall cost and more discussion will be held at the next meeting. 


Surplus items from the city will be auctioned off at the town board meeting on June 26th. Siemonsma will follow policy standards and post the notice in the paper for 2 consecutive weeks. 


Utility deposits and refunds for water and sewer were discussed. On a motion by Lund and a second from Muth, the deposits received in the office for water and sewer will be $50 each and the refund amount will be the same. No amount will be kept in a reserve fund going forward. All aye, motion carried. 


Very long discussion was held about the landlord and renter utility responsibility, The council had earlier voted to put all rental home utilities in the homeowner’s name, making them responsible for all utility charges. After much discussion, a motion was made by Lund and seconded by VanZee to rescind their previous motion on the homeowner utilities and keeping bills in the renter’s name. All aye, motion carried. 

A motion was made by VanZee and Seconded by Muth to sign a one-year lease extension on the current city hall building for $750 per month. All aye, motion carried. 
Department Reports: 
Streets: Environmental dust control will be in Humboldt when the weather is nice enough to lay the oil. Dust control should be completed the early part of June.  Humboldt will not be completing any chip seal this year but would like to see what the cost for asphalting some streets would be. Adding curb and gutter throughout Humboldt in the next few years is the direction the council would like to go. Putting asphalt down before the curb and gutter might be a waste of funds. Stockwell Engineers will be at the next meeting to discuss some possible solutions.
Fire Department: A motion was made by VanZee and seconded by Muth to approve the Fire Department request for 2017 funding over budget at $17,799.00 contingent that they provide their yearly financials. All aye, motion carried.  
Utility Manager: A motion was made by Griepp and seconded by Lund to narrow down the applications received to 3 applicants. Council will discuss the options for second interviews and a hire at the next meeting. All aye, motion carried. 
Finance Officer: Siemonsma presented the board with the monthly financials. Siemonsma will attend finance officer school June 7-9 in Pierre and the office will be closed. The transfer to the Banyon software program will be carried out with the hands-on training from the help of the finance officer from Colton dependent on her schedule. A motion was made by Lund and seconded by Schmeichel to pay for training at her hourly rate in Colton. All aye, motion carried. 

Siemonsma presented a contract for the PayGov software for online and in-office payments. A motion was made by Muth and seconded by Lund to accept and sign the PayGov contract. All aye, motion carried. 
Claims: City financials were reviewed. All claims for the month and current payroll were approved on a motion by Lund and a second by Griepp. All aye, motion carried. List of claims in the amount of $1267.49 are as follows: DAVE RIECK 889.70 assessment refund; DEPT OF REV 150.00 bev license renewal; DON BOLL 227.79 repair. 
Items to be addressed by the council: The annual appointment for vice president was held. Adam Lund was appointed on a motion by Schmeichel and a second by Muth. The motion carried with all present members voting aye and Lund abstaining.

The council heard two utility bill appeals from MHS Properties on invoices that were sent in May. For the charges pertaining to water and sewer on the first appeal, a motion was made by VanZee and seconded by Griepp to collect $90.00 and waive the water and sewer finance charges. All aye, motion carried. For the charges pertaining to water and sewer on the second appeal, a motion was made by Griepp and seconded by VanZee to waive the finance charges and water disconnect fee. Motion carried with Muth, VanZee, Lund and Griepp voting aye and Schmeichel voting no. 
Executive Session: Pursuant SDCL 1-25-2, stating personnel reasons, the council entered executive session at 11:42pm on a motion by VanZee and a second from Griepp. The council exited executive session at 12:20am on a motion by Muth and a second from Griepp. No motions were made as a result of executive session. 
Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 12:21am on a motion by Griepp and a second from Muth.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

