Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, June 12, 2017 at Humboldt City Hall. President Allen Schmeichel called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Heather VanZee, Theresa Muth and Ritchy Griepp. Amanda Siemonsma was present for city personnel. Brenda Haviland and Marlene Elko were present from the gas board. Others present were Dave Derchan and Erin Konechne. 
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Muth and seconded by Griepp. All aye, motion carried.
A motion to approve the May 22, 2017 minutes was made by Griepp and seconded by Muth. All aye, motion carried.

Short open discussion was held about the water pressure in certain areas of town. Siemonsma will work with Boll on one area in particular to see if there is a solution on the city’s side or if the problem exists in the resident homes.

Natural Gas Board: The gas board held a special meeting with the landlord and residents asking for feedback on how they would like see a move forward with a billing policy change. The meeting was received well by those who attended and the gas board will make a decision on the billing procedure at their next meeting. 
Planning Commission Report: Planning Commission met on 6/12/17 to review the building permits to date and to review a replat resolution for the twin home construction on Annway St. The planning commission approved and signed the replat and recommends approval of the resolution by the town board. 
New Business: Dave Derschan was present to apply for temporary beverage licenses for the Thursdays through August that the bar holds volleyball games. After some discussion temporary beverage licenses were issued to the Main Street Bar for sales only on Thursdays through August 17, 2017 and one for Saturday, August 19, 2017. The motion to accept the applications for these days at the cost of $10 per day was made by Muth and seconded by Griepp. Muth, Griepp, Lund and VanZee voted aye and Schmeichel voted no. Motion carried. Derschan added information about Main Street days and would like Main Street blocked off again like they have done in the past. More information and discussion on Main Street days will be held at the next meeting. 
Siemonsma presented the board with the resolution for the new plats for the construction of the twin homes on Annway Street. The new plats would divide the twin home onto two different plats. The replat was reviewed and approved by the planning commission. After some discussion and review, a motion was made by Lund and seconded by Schmeichel to approve Resolution 17-04, Resolution to approve new city plat. All aye, motion carried. 
Traffic signs on Ford Street continue to be an issue for the city. The council has changed, moved and added signs to Ford Street a few times in the past years and the problems continue. After much discussion on adding new signs and what they should read, a motion was made by Griepp and seconded by Muth to add in a stop sign at Ford St and 2nd Ave, a stop sign at Ford St and 6th Ave and a stop ahead sign on Ford St close to the school bus road. Schmeichel, Lund and VanZee voted no and Muth and Griepp voted aye. Motion failed. More discussion on signs was held. The solution the council would like to come to would be an option to divert traffic from Ford Street down to Main Street during the busy baseball season and a route for the busses to take during the school year. A motion was made by Lund and seconded by Schmeichel to table the discussion until the next meeting and gather information on different sign costs and options. Schmeichel, Muth, Lund and VanZee voted aye and Griepp voted no. Motion carried. 

Late fees and disconnects were reviewed by the board. Late fees will be divided between each enterprise fund and coded accordingly. Siemonsma will keep a spreadsheet of the totals collected for each fund. Disconnects will commence on the 16th for all past due accounts carried over from the previous month. After the 15th current utility charge fall into overdue and will be assessed a finance charge and any unpaid utility will be disconnected on June 26, 2017. The policy states that the bills are to be disconnected 10 days after the due date if not paid in full. Humboldt will hold strict to this policy. 
 
Siemonsma will work on getting quotes for the smoke detector installation and camera system installation for the Community Center. She will present at the next board meeting. 

City fireworks will be displayed after the baseball game on Friday, July 7, 2017. Siemonsma will line up the same people who shot the fireworks off last year to check their availability. Siemonsma will also contact the fire department to make sure they are aware of the date and time of the display. 

Old Business: Humboldt city signs were discussed. Siemonsma will work on getting the sizes of the old signs so there are measurements on file to obtain quotes. Schmeichel would like to see the new sign designed to be more modern looking along with professional looking business signs. More information and discussion on sizing options and cost will be held at the next meeting. 

The surplus property auction will be held at the next meeting. Siemonsma will get all the information for the items for sale and have that ready for the auction on June 26, 2017. 

Siemonsma presented the council with the Mobilitie agreement for construction of a new communications tower on city property. After discussion and review, a motion was made by Lund and seconded by VanZee to reject the proposed agreement because the annual payment to the city was not sufficient to allow construction on city property. All aye, motion carried. 


Homeowner utilities was discussed and an option was proposed to allow the residents to call in their own meter readings each month with the town checking in the accuracy of the readings every couple months. Due to safety regulations it would be best for Humboldt to have the meters manually read each month. Policies on meter reads, due dates, late fees and disconnects will be enforced and accounts will be reviewed by the board monthly. 

City hall building was discussed. The council has decided that they would like to pursue the option to build a new office on the old pump house lot. Schmeichel will meet with engineer Jon Fischer to go over specific concerns regarding an old foundation and buried tanks. More information and discussion will be held at the next meeting. 


Stockwell Engineers was unavailable for the meeting but did  voice their concern over adding asphalt to 4th Avenue before you add curb and gutter or plan to would be a waste of money. Different options to fix 4th Avenue will need to be discussed. 
Department Reports: 
Fire Department: The current financials for the department are on file with the Finance Office.  
Utility Manager: Applications have been reviewed. A special session will be held for interviewing the candidates on June 15, 2017. 
Finance Officer: Siemonsma presented the board with a recap of the training conference that went on in Pierre. Valuable information was discussed and the conferences. PayGov is now up and running as the new credit card processor. Online bill pay is now available on the city website as an option for residents for another way to pay. Siemonsma is beginning work on the 2018 budget. Request sheets will be sent to all departments and presented to the board for review in the next couple months. Past due accounts and disconnects were reviewed.  
Claims: City financials were reviewed. All claims for the month and current payroll were approved on a motion by Griepp and a second by VanZee. All aye, motion carried. List of claims in the amount of $30,585.80 are as follows: A1 ELECTRIC 2.55 sewer cap; ADDY 220.00 garbage; AMERICAN ENGINEERING 27.00 water test; ANDERSON PUB 469.40 publishing; B&A COMPUTERS 60.00 comp support; CEMCAST PIPE 96.12 supplies; CENTERPOINT 2026.25 ng supply; DSG 48.62 curb box/repair; FARMERS ELEVATOR 24.50 chemicals; FLAGSHOOTER 329.00 flag shooters; FRIENDLYS 489.14 gas april/may G&K 57.71 rugs; GEOTEK 1800.00 soli borings; GILLESPIE 90.25 supplies;  GOLDEN WEST 218.38 phone/int; GROEBNER 471.71 valve/box; GTS 2281.76 ng services; HBC 153.73 supplies; HARTFORD ELEVATOR 39.00 rr ties; HELPLINE 103.01 ng phone; HEUMILLER SEPTIC 155.00 ballfield pumping; HUMANE SOCIETY 108.10 services; JARDING 858.00 rock/haul; KOLBACH 400.00 office rent; KOR MANAGEMENT 154.71 ng drug test; MARCO 129.01 printer; MEIERHENRY 336.00 attorney; MCWC 2421.12 water supply; NAPA 3.99 supplies; PAUL CLARKE 150.00 inspections; PRIVATE CLIENT GROUP 138.07 cc fees; POST OFFICE 70.00 po box renew; PUTHOFF REPAIR 492.22 skid loader repair; RBS SANITATION 1300.00 clean up day; RELIABANK 668.00 ball loan; SAMS CARD 4335.35 charges march/april; SD PUC 1676.17 pipeline safety assessment; SD TREASURER 838.20 ng tax; SDML 50.00 budget conference; SIEMONSMA ELECTRIC 95.90 hcc electric repair; SIOUX VALLEY ENERGY 2461.99 electric; STOCKWELL 3500.00 replat; TOWN OF HUMBOLDT 486.56 utilities; TRIPLE J LUMBER 6.66 supplies; UTILITY SAFETY DESIGN 742.62 ng odorant.
Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:38pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Muth. All aye, motion carried. 
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

