Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday, August 24, 2015 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:01pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Heather VanZee and Allen Schmeichel. Amanda Siemonsma and Daryl Sieverding were present for city personnel. Theresa Muth was absent with cause. Others present were Pam Kruger and Jon Fischer from Stockwell Engineers. 

A motion was made by Griepp and seconded by Lund to approve the minutes for the regular meeting held on August 10, 2015. Motion carried, all voting aye.
Short open discussion was held concerning dogs at large within the town. Residents are advised to call the Minnehaha Sheriff if they feel the animal is a nuisance or could be dangerous. The sheriff’s office is contracted by the city and will handle situations like these. Also, reporting the animal to the city will also help by enabling the city to keep track of these animals as well. Complaint forms can be found at city hall. 
BUSINESS: 
The council is looking into possibly making plans to have a new city hall office built on the old pump house location on 2nd Ave. Siemonsma is checking on the possibility of having the building be built through a DOC program or by students at West Central in an effort to keep the costs low. Contacts have been made with the Mike Durfee State Prison and with Mr. Voss from West Central. Follow up information will be on the next agenda for further review and discussion. 
City trees were discussed and it was brought to the city’s attention that there are some trees around town that are in need of maintenance or removal. The council stated that it is the duty of any person or persons owning or occupying real property bordering on any street upon which property there may be trees, to maintain such trees as to adhere to city ordinances. If the Town finds anyone in violation of such ordinances, notice will be given to the resident for action to be made within a certain time. If immediate action is not taken, such items will be removed with all costs assessed to the property owner pursuant SDCL 9-38-2. 
Pam Kruger and Jon Fischer spoke to council about adopting the sewer surcharge resolution. The resolution needs to be in place so the town will have the means necessary to cover the $417k 30 year loan for the sewer project and is required by DENR in order to proceed with the project and be awarded the grant for the remainder of the project costs. The council agrees and on a motion by Schmeichel, Resolution # 15-8-21, A Resolution providing for a Surcharge for Improvements to WASTEWATER System, for payment of revenue bond and yearly review of rate, was adopted and approved. A second came from Griepp and the motion carried will members present voting aye.
Finance Officer Siemonsma spoke to the council about the 2016 budget and reminded the council that this was a rough draft and many changes would be made using information from the improvement and supply needs as well as any equipment and upgrade needs as well. Siemonsma presented each council member with a copy of the expenditure and revenue budget to be followed up on at the next meeting. 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Natural Gas: The board is currently looking for a couple new members to fill vacancies. Interested parties are encouraged to stop by the finance office.

Planning & Zoning: The board is currently looking for a couple new members to fill vacancies. Interested parties are encouraged to stop by the finance office.

Utility Manager: Sieverding spoke to the council about the month’s work done. Signs and curbs have been painted, roads were graded and magnesium chloride was applied and an inspection of the natural gas system was performed with Mary Zanter, pipeline safety program manager. Part-time summer helper, Dave Gilderhus, will finish up his duties in the following week or two. He has been a real asset to the city and the council will welcome him back and/or to fill-in anytime. Sieverding will also rely on Gilderhus in the winter with plowing and moving snow. 

New water meters need to be installed on the several homes and businesses in town due to being broken, worn or outdated. Follow up information will be on the next agenda for further review and discussion. 
Finance Officer: Siemonsma addressed the council about the surplus auction coming up in September. A list of items available at auction was presented to the council. If there are items of interest and need, follow up information will be on the next agenda for further review and discussion. 

There have been some issues with the City Hall building leaking water from the ceiling and causing a big mess in the building interior. The building’s owner/landlord has been notified and a solution or repair has still not been made. Humboldt’s attorney, Patrick Glover, will send out a letter the landlord’s attorney requiring Kolbach to take immediate action to the repairs of the building. Follow up information will be on the next agenda for further review and discussion. 


With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:03pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from VanZee. Motion carried. 
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

