Humboldt City Council Meeting Minutes 
The Humboldt City Council met in regular session on Monday September 28, 2015 at Humboldt City Hall. Mayor Ritchy Griepp called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following members present for roll call: Adam Lund, Allen Schmeichel and Heather VanZee. Amanda Siemonsma was present for city personnel. Others present were Jon Brown with Stockwell Engineering, Jeff Harms and Lynae Scotting with Harms Oil, Mike Garrey and Fred and Erin Konechne.
A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Lund to approve the minutes for the special session meeting held on September 10, 2015. Motion passed with all present members voting aye. 
A motion was made by Schmeichel and seconded by Lund to approve the minutes for the regular meeting held on September 14, 2015 with the amendment to the minutes to include a reason for the executive session. Motion passed with all present members voting aye. 

Open discussion was held. Mike Garrey was present to voice his concern for the natural gas system and the natural gas board. The gas board needs active members and the town board needs to advocate for the natural gas board. Humboldt gas utility has issues to correct with the PUC that need to be resolved quickly and professionally. Garrey voiced his interest in joining the natural gas board again in the event that Harvey Shumaker would resign his position. Garrey also indicated there may be other potential parties interested in joining the natural gas board if need be. Mike Garrey left the meeting at 7:09pm. 
Fred Konechne was present to discuss the next steps for the sewer project. Jon Brown explained the need for the bigger ponds and that the engineers would look for suitable places for the ponds. Next year, the purchase of more land will be the next stage for the sewer project. 

Daryl Sieverding joined the meeting at 7:20pm.

BUSINESS: 

Jeff Harms and Lynae Scotting were present on the behalf of Harms Oil and Friendly’s station. Harms is in the process of improving the lot at the Friendly’s station in town. He also received bids for the proposal of surfacing the road with asphalt in front of the station. Harms presented the bid to the council. Harms requested the town split the cost of resurfacing the road. After council review of the bid, a motion was made by Lund to accept the proposal stating the city of Humboldt pay fifty percent of the total project cost, not to exceed $10,000. VanZee seconded the motion. Motion carried with all present members voting aye. Harms and Scotting left the meeting at 7:24pm. 


Siemonsma presented the council with an old street improvement assessment. Siemonsma stated that there has not been any street improvement assessments levied in the last couple years. After reviewing the old assessments, council requested Siemonsma present them with a new resolution to be assessed in 2016. Follow up information will be on the next agenda for further review and discussion.

On a motion by Lund and a second from VanZee, Resolution #15-9-28 revising the late fees and disconnect charges for utility services was read and approved. Motion carried with all present members voting aye. 
Department Reports:
Natural Gas: Town board will hold a session with the Natural Gas Board to discuss future meeting dates and times and also to check on the status of the gas utility and the PUC. There was a natural gas line hit on Saturday, September 26th. Sieverding attended the hit and the line was repaired. Formal reports will be filed with the PUC. 
Planning and Zoning: On a motion by Lund and a second from Schmeichel, Resolution #15-7-31 approving a new city plat was read and approved. Motion carried with all present members voting aye. 

Finance Officer: Siemonsma discussed upcoming events with the council. After some discussion, the council approved advertising for a Trunk-or-Treat event to be held at the Humboldt Community Center on Halloween night. The event will have part of Main Street blocked off for anyone interested in parking there to pass out candy from their trunks. Parking will also be allowed in the HCC parking lot. 

Turkey Day event was also discussed. In the past the town has always provided frozen turkey or other meats to all those who attended the event. It was discussed that this year certificates would be given out to the attendees instead. This change will make the process easier for the town not having to haul all the turkeys to the HCC and also makes it a better option to those who would rather use the Sunshine certificate for other meats or grocery. 
Pursuant SDCL 1-25-2, the council entered into executive session at 7:56pm for legal discussion on the sewer project. Fred and Erin Konechne left the meeting. The council exited from executive session at 8:28pm.

On a motion by Griepp and a second from Lund, the agenda was amended to include State Water Plan under the Utility Manager Department Reports. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Griepp and seconded by Schmeichel to apply for the State Water Plan funding also to include the acquisition of land. Motion carried. 

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm on a motion by Griepp and a second from Lund.
ATTEST:
Amanda Siemonsma
City Finance Officer

